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h their Birds oJ the Indian subconthent, Grimmett et al.
(1998) described the brceding ofrhe Common Hawk
Cuckoo drus: 'Breeding: January-June, also latermonrhs
and varying locally. No cerrainevidence ofwhich species
it brood palasitizes.'

The hosts of this species have b€en described by
many previous authorsJ summarized by Baker (1934),
'ditrerent species of,4rpa lTurdoidesl ar'd Tudo tet ^nd,
Ali and Ripley ( I 98 1), 'chierly Tutdoides.. and Garrula!'.
In case these earlier references have been considered to
al low oisome unce' rr inR. we record rhe fol lo$ ing cares
liom our personal observations, along with addirional
natural history notes on rhe species.

In Delhi, during 1970-1974, AJG observed rwo
Common Hawk Cuckoo egss laid in Junsle Babbler
Turdoides str;atus nests. one in March and one in ADril.
One ofrhese harched.and rhe chick eiecred rhe J babbler
eggs, and subsequently fledged; rhe otlerwas rcmoved.
Another fledgline Hawk Cuckoo was obselved being
fed byJungle Babblels in Apdl.

In Khozikode (Calicuoj Kerala, durins 1975 1982,
two cases of nestling and five of fledgling Common
Hawk Cuckoos were observed byVJZ, all being fed by
groups of Jungle Babblen. One observarion was ln
March, the rest al l  in Ocrober,  eggs being laid,
presumably, in September. The period of fledgling
dependency in all cases continued for more rhan one
month. Five of these observations involved the same
rernrorial group otJungle Babblers tfor information on
Junsle Babbler behaviour, see casron 1977)

Because of the longperiod offledgling dependency,
the hosrs offie Common Hawk Cuckoo are relatively
easy to determine. I t  appears rhat in Delhi  and
Khozikode the species is rather specific to the Jungle
Babbler. In Delhi, Commor:.Babblen Turdoides caudatus
and hrge Grcy Babblers Z maldolu t a.e borh common,
and in Khozikode the Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoides
arrlfir is abundant, bur no species orher than Jungle
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SHORT NOTES

Hosts of the Cornrnon Hawk Cuckoo
Hierococcyx oarius in India
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Babbler was rccorded as a hosr. Howeve., in Delhi,
Common and Large crey Babblers both breed
principally during the lainy season Oue-Seprember),
whereas, iI appears the Common HawkCuckoos prcfer
to lay in the sprins in this arca. Nests of all babbler
species at Delhi during the rainy season are heavjly
pamsitized by Pied Cuckoos Ctanatoljacobinus (Gzston
1976). Hence the tendency for Hawk Cuckoos ro breed
in spring around Delhi may be a response to competition
from more abundanr Pied Cuckoos.

Our lecords suggest rhat earlier descriptions of
Common Hawk Cuckoo hosrs were correct. However)
t}le comment by Ali (1968) rhar riey breed in March-
Apri l  in Kerala. mr] have been ba.ed on observat ion.
elsewhere in India, because our rccords indicare that
September is the preferred month oftaying in Keralaj
also the main montl there for Jungle Babbler breeding
(Gaston er dl I 97 9) . More informarion on rhe breeding
seasons ofthis species in differenr parts oflndia would
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