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Some bird observations from central
Bhutan, May 1994

ROBERT TYMSTRA, SCOTT CONNOP, and CHADOTSHERING

Results of a survey in western and central Bhutan in May 1994 are presented. The survey focused on
subtropical and temperate zone areas in Jigme Dorji National Park and the buffer zone of Black
Mountain Natonal Park and yielded 252 species of birds, including first published records for
Bhutan of Common Coot Fulica atra, Russet Bush Warbler Bradyprerus seebofoni, and Forest Wagtail
Dendronanthus indicus,

An avifaunal survey in parts of western and central Bhutan was conducted
from 2 May to 26 May 1994. The project, designed to increase knowledge
of the birdlife of some of Bhutan’s less-studied areas, was sponsored by the
WWE Bhutan Programme. The ornithological survey team consisted of
Scott and Joanne Connop, Dr. Murray Gell-Mann, Marsha Southwicke,
Chado Tshering, and Robert Tymstra. In addition to documenting the
birdlife, several hours of bird song recordings were made for future use in
conservation and training in survey and recording techniques was provided
to Bhutanese biologists.

Our survey time was spent mainly in Jigme Dorji National Park and in the
buffer zone bordering the Black Mountains National Park, We found a total
of 252 species of birds, including several that were apparently new to the
country, or had only been documented once or twice before. We concentrated
our efforts on the subtropical and temperate broadleaf forests which Bhutan
has in abundance; these forests are a stronghold for several bird species
difficult to find elsewhere.

Qur expedition (see Figure 1 for locations) began in Thimphu (2400 m)
from where we drove east towards Tongsa (2,100 m), stopping along the
way at Dochhu La (3,215 m), Nobding (2,900 m), and Pele La (3,300 m).
From Tongsa, we made a daytrip east to Yutong La (3,400 m), then drove
south to Wangdinala (1,000 m) where we spent three days. We continued
with a week-long trek along the Mangde Chhu (river} to Nobji (1,300 m)
via Nimshong. We camped for three nights along a watercourse 5 km
upstream of Nobji before retracing our steps to Wangdinala and Tongsa.
We next camped for three days at Chendebji (2,400 m), then moved on to
Phobjikha from where we trekked to Khebetang (2,800 m) for a four day
stay. We travelled to Punakha via Pele La, then up the Mo Chhu for a three
day stay at Rimchu (1,350 m), trekking upstream to below Gasa (2,200 m)
via Damji before returning to Thimphu. The first trek followed a trail from
Nimshong to bevond Nobji and covered an elevational range of 900-1,500
m, with a low point of 700 m while crossing the Mangde Chhu. There was
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much mature forest in this area with secondary forest and clearings near the
villages. We found this region to be very rich in bird species, presumably
because of the increased diversity of vegetation and the presence of ‘edge’
habitat where some species were more readily encountered than they would
have been in mature forest. Beyond Nobji, we entered a narrow river canyon
where the species diversity was lower, but certain key indicator species were
found here that were scarce or absent along the trail to Nobji. Rufous-
necked Hornbill Aceros nipalensis, Yellow-throated Fulvetta Alcippe cinerea,
Spotted Wren Babbler Spelaeornis formosus, and White-naped Yuhina Yuhina
bakeri are good examples. The presence of mammals such as Golden Langur
Trachypithecus geei, Assamese Macaque Macaca assamensis, and Common
Goral Naemorhedus goral underscored the importance of this less disturbed
area, The weather was mostly sunny and warm during the beginning of our
rek, but degenerated torain as we arrived at Nobjiand beyond. Thisriver area
seemed to have a wetter microclimate than areas east of Nobiji

Qur second trek began at the end of the Punakha road five km north of
Rimchu at 1,500 m. The first segment wound through healthy subtropical
forest along the Mo Chhu before climbing to 2,200 m at Damji. The forest
from Damji to Gasa rises and falls between 2,100 and 2,500 m with the quality
of the temperate broadleaf forests improving as one approaches Gasa. The
forest undergrowth just before Gasa contained a strong bamboo element with
a number of bamboo specialists including Slender-biiled Scimitar Babbler
Xiphirhynchus superciliaris. Some of our discoveries in this area represented
species that are difficult to idenufy or observe, including Russet Bush Warbler
Bradypterus seebohmi, This species would have been missed if not for a
recording made near Damji, reinforcing the value of tape-recorders as tools
in detecting and documenting shy species. Rain occurred off and on during
this time but the monsoon had not yet begun in earnest. The forest between
Rimchu and the end of the road was in excellent condition and should be
afforded some protection. .

The rest of our censusing involved areas closer to the main east-west
highway, but despite our progimity to human habitation, the forests were still
extensive and a number of significant birds were seen from the road. Ward’s
Trogon Harpactes wardi was initially found beside the road near Tongsa. The
trail connecting Pele La with the highway near Nobding displayed mature
forest and contained a good assortment of species, including Brown
Paradoxornis unicolor and Fulvous Parrotbills P. fulvifrons. Other surprises
included several noteworthy sightings along the road north of Wangdinala.
Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos, Yellow-vented Warblers Phylloscopus
cantaror, Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo Hiegrococcyx fugax, and Rufous-necked
Hornbills were all visible from the road, as were Indian Muntjac Muntiacus
muntfak and Golden Langurs, We observed many significant species outside
of Bhutan’s parks and reserves and felt that any increase of protected areas
would result in quality additions to their already extensive parks system.
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Figure I, Bhutan, showing locations mentioned in text,
DESCRIPTION OF MAIN LOCALITIES VISITED:

DochhuLa (27°29°N 86°45°E) consists of “mixed conifer’ forest dominated
by fir Abies densa, Hemlock Tsuga dumosa, Spruce Picea moranda and, at
slightly lower elevations, ‘temperate’ forest of Rhododendron spp., oak
Quercus semicarpefolia and further down towards Thimphu dominated by
Blue Pine Pinus wallichiana,

Nobding-Pele La (Pele La: 27°32°N 90"12°E) area, is ‘temperate broadleaf®
and ‘mixed conifer’ forest of Birch Betula utilis, Rhododendron spp., Cypress
Cupressus corneyana, and Pinus wallichiana.

Chendebji {27°29°N 90°18°E) is an upland ‘temperate’ and ‘mixed conifer’
forest of Abies densa, Tsuga dumosa, Larch Larix griffithii and Juniper
Fumiperus recurva and ¥, pseudosabina with Rhododendron forest and stunted
bamboo undergrowth. The Phobjikha (27°31°N 90°13°E) and Khebetang
(27°23'N 90°11’E) area is a ‘mixed conifer’ and ‘temperate broadleaf’ forest
of Pinus wallichiana, Abies densa, Rhododendron spp., Tsuga dumosa, Prunus
spp. with bamboo (Yushania microphylla) undergrowth. Khebetang is the
construction site of a new nature study centre,

Tongsa (27°30°N 90°31’E), Wangdinala (or Wangdigang, 27°13’N 90°37°E)
and Nimshong (27°13°IN 90°36’E) areas are ‘temperaie broadleaf’ with Chir
Pine Pinus roxburghii 1o ‘subtropical® forests in the Wangdinala-Nimshong
area where dominant tree species include Quercus griffithii, Schima wallichii,
Castanopsis spp. and Sterculia villosa.
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Nobji (27°11°N 90°28’E) and upper Nobji areas contain a blend of forest
types between ‘subtropical’ and ‘temperate’ characterized by Alders Alnus
nepalensis, Castanopsis spp., Quercus griffithii, Calicarpa arborea, Schima
wallichit, and Sterculia villosa.

Rimchu (27°40°N 8§9°45°E) area is a ‘subtropical” forest consisting of Alnus
nepalensis, Pinus roxburghti, Castanopsis spp., Schima wallichi, Macaranga
spp., Walnut Fuglans regia, Morus laevigata, Toona ciliata, Betula alnoides,
Michelia spp. and Svaygium cuniini.

Damiji (27°48°N 89°44’E), and Gasa (27°56’N 89°44’E) areas are ‘temperate
broadieaf forest of Alnus nepalensis, Quercus griffichii, Schima wallichii, Betula
alnoides with lots of bamboo along the route to Gasa and Alnus nepalensis in
the hot springs area.

Annotated list of selected species:

The following is an annotated list of some of the more significant species
recorded along with TUCN Threat Category, if any (Collar ez al. 1994). The
complete list of 252 species observed follows in the Appendix.

Jaranese QualL Coturnix japonica. 'This species was rather common in the
wheat fields of the Phobjikha valley at 2,800 m.

RUFOUS-THROATED PARTRIDGE Arborophilarufogularis. Calls we heard frequently
in the lower altitudes (1,100-1,600 m) of the subtropical valleys near Nobji
and Rimchu, we believe to be of this species though this was not confirmed.
The calls were much like those of A. torgueola bur more prolonged.

SATYR TRAGOPAN Tragopan satyra. One was heard below Yutong La (2,600

m) on 4 May and a female was seen at Chendebji at 2,700 m on 15 May.
Near-threatened.

GREY PEACOCK PHEASANT Polyplectron bicalcaratim. One heard near Nobji,
8 May at 1,100 m.

GREAT HoRNBILL Buceros bicornis. Two in subtropical broadleaf forest near
Nimshong on 12 May at 1,300 m.

Rurous-NECRED HORNBILL Aceros nipalensis. A flock of 13 birds was seen -

near Nimshong at 1,300 m on 12 May; four hornbills were observed above
Wangdinala at 1,600 m on 6 May and a single bird was seen at the river camp
upstream of Nobji. Vulnerable.

WarD's TrRoGON Harpactes wardi. A singing bird was recorded and seen on
4 May at 2,600 m seven km east of Tongsa. Another was heard on 26 May
near Damji at 2,200 m. Vulnerable.

HonasoN’s Hawk Cuckroo Hierococeyx fugax. Observed in small numbers in
the Nobiji and Gasa valleys on several occasions at altitudes from 1,000-
2,200 m.
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Asian EMERaLD Cuckoo Chrysococcyx maculatus. Individuals recorded on 7
May at Wangdinala (1,000 m} and in the Nobji Valley on 10 May in
subtropical broadleaf forest at an alritude of 1,300 m.

ParakereT. Psittacula finschitthimalayana. A single bird of one or other of
these species flew past near Damiji ar 2,200 m on 23 May. Its call was an
upslurred ‘phweep.’

TawnNy Fisa OwL Kerupa flavipes. Eurasian Jays harassing this species led to
its location high in a tree beside the Mo Chhu at Rimchu on 21 May at 1,300
m. Near-threatened.

Common CooT Fulica atra. A single bird was seen swimming in a small pond
near Punakha at 1,275 m on 20 May and is apparently the first published
record for Bhutan.

Par1as’s Fisu Eacre Haliaeetus leucoryphus. An adult was seen flying south
along the Mo Chhu River at 1,300 m on 20 May near Rimchu. Vulnerable.
CRrESTED SERPENT BAGLE Spilornis cheela. In addition to several sightings at
lower altitudes, we observed a calling bird fly over near DochhuLaon 2 May
ar 3,000 m, a substantially higher altitude than normal for this species.
Bootep EacLe Hieraaetus pennatus. One flying over Gasa Hot Springs at
2,100 m on 24 May.

RuroUs-BELLIED EAGLE Hieraaerus kienerii. A single bird recorded at 1,500
m at Rephe above Wangdinala on 5 May.

LoNG-TAILED BroOADBILL Psarisomus dalhousiae. Two heard on 13 May near
Nobji and two more seen near Nimshong on 14 May at 1,300m.

Asay WoonswarLow Artamus fuscys, Three on 7 May at 1,300 m near
Nimshong. One was seen entering a nest cavity in a dead tree.

[Vivip Ntava Niftava vivida. One female on 23 May and another on 25
May south of Gasa at 2,100 m were believed to be this species: it should be
looked for.]

WiTE-TAaLED ROBIN Myiomela lencura. Several were seen in the broadleaf
forest in the vicinity of Nobji and in the Gasa Valley from 1,300 to 2,300 m.
PurrLe Cocroa Cochoa purpurea. A female seen briefly by one of our party
on 19 May at 2,750 m at Khebetang, Near-threarened.

SLATY-BELLIED TBSIA Tesia olfvea. Several along the trail from Nobji to
Nimshong (1,200-1,300 m). This species was found to be rather common
along the Mo Chhu River from 1,400 to 1,900 m, as well. Below Damji, we
found T. olivea in the same habitat as T. cvanmiventer where altitudes
overlapped; the latter was found from 1,500 m up to 2,400 m.

RusseT BusH WARBLER Bradypreris seebohumi. This bird’s call was recorded
on 23 May at 2,200 m at Damji, The call, heard in the background of a tape
made for another species, was identified by Craig Robson; it represents the
first record for Bhutan.
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YELLOW-VENTED WARBLER Phylloscopus cantaror. This species was found to
be common in subtropical broadleaf forest from 1,000-1,400 m in both the
Nobii and lower Gasa valleys. Near-threatened.

RUFOUS-VENTED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garrulax gularis, A large laughingthrush
with a yellow throat and dark mask, seen chasing a considerably smaller
Streaked Laughingthrush, could only be this species. It was observed in
thickets near Nimshong at 1,300 m on 7 May. This is probably the second
record for Bhutan.

SLENDER-BILLED ScIMITAR BasBLER Xiphyrhynchus superciliaris. Two birds
were seen in bamboo near Damiji at 2,200 m on May 25. Near-threatened.
SPOTTED WREN BABBLER Spelacornis formosus, Found to be rather common
in dense vegetation near streams at Nobji and Rimchu at elevations ranging
from 1,300 to 2,400 m. Near-threatened.

B1ACR-HEADED SHRIKE BABBLER Preruthius rufiventer. An individual was
recorded on 25 May pear Damji at 2,200 m. Near-threatened.
GOLDEN-BREASTED FULVETTA Alcippe chrysoris. Recorded in bamboo on 24,
25 May at 2,200 m near Gasa,

YELLOW-THROATED FULVETTA Alcippe cinerea. Two at 1,350 m in dense
vegetation beside a stream near Nobji on 10 May, Near-threatened.
WHITE-NAPED YUHINA Yuhina bakeri. At least twelve birds were seen on 10
May at 1,250 m in streamside vegetation near Nobji.

GREATER RUFOUS-HEADED PARROTBILL Paradoxornis ruficeps. One near
Nimshong on 12 May at 1,300 m. Near-threatened.

Furvous ParroTBILL Paradoxornis fulvifrons. One at 3,200 m on 16 May at
Pele La.

FORBST WAGTAIL Dendronanthus indicus. Individuals were seen at Rimchu
on 22 May at 1,400 m and near Gasa on 24 May at 2,250 m. These are
apparently the first published records for Bhutan.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava. A dark-capped male (thunbergi?) was
observed on 24 May near a small stream at 2,250 m. There is only one

previous published record for this species in Bhutan, a September record of .

M. f. taivana seen at 4,850 m in western Bhutan (Ali and Ripley 1987).
CRriMsON-BROWED Fmncn Propyrrhula subhimachala. One at 3,200 m near
Yutong La on 4 May.

WHITE-WINGED GROSBEAK Mycerobas carnipes. Several were observed at Pele

La, Yutong La, and Khebetang in temperate mixed forests from 2,800 to
3,300 m.
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APPENDIX

BIRDS RECORDED IN MAY, 1994

Speeies Habltat
Japnese Quae Colurnix faponica F

Huw Partringe Arborophita torgueoia X
Rurous-trnoaten Parrivae Arborophila rufegularls SB

Sarvr Trasopan Tragopan satyra TX
HuaLavan Mowaw Lophopharus impejanus X

Rep Junsierowi Gallus gaffus F.SB
Katws Preasant Lophura feucomelanos $B,TB,TX
Grev Peacocx Preasany Polyplectron bicalcaraium 5B
Serekien Picuter Pioumaus innominalus SB
Fuvvous-BreasTen WooDPEcker Dendrocopas macef Eh S
Rurous-paLien Waobpecker Dendrocopes fiyperythrtis k)
Crimson-preasTee Woonrecker Dendrocopes cathphiatius ™
Dangeering Wooorecker Dendrocopos darjellensis X
Rurous Woenpeoxer Cefeus brachiyurus 88
Lessen YeLownap Picus chiorelophiis 58
GreaTer YewLownaps Picus flavinucha SB,7B
Gaey-Heaoen Wooopeeker Plous canus 5B

Bav Woosrecker Blythipicus pyrfioiis SB,TB
Girear Baneer Megalaima virens SB.TB
GoLoen-Hnoatee Barser Magalaima frankiini SB1B
Buye-THRoATED Baneer Megalaima asiatica SB

Great Honweee Buceros bicornis B
Rurous-neexen Horwait Acaros nipalensis 5B
Comman Hooroe Upupa epops SB,TB,F
Ren-seanen Taocon Harpactes erylhrocephalis SB
Wanb's Tnocou Harpactes wardi 1B
Cresten KinarsHen Megaceryle luglibris /,58,TX
Buue-peanpen Bee-eATER Nyolyornis atherfon se
Crestiut-neanen Bee-gater Morops leschenautti 58.R
CresTyur-wineee Guckeo Slamaltor coromandus SB

Laree Haww Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioldes SB,TB,TX
Hopeson's Haw Cuckoo Hisrocoeoyx fugax 58,18
tunian Cuckoo Cuculus miicroplerus SB.TB,TX
Gotamon Cuckoe Cuculus canorus TB,TX
Orienra. Guckoe Cuculus satiratus SB,TB,TX
| esser Cuoxoo Cuecuius poliocephalus SB,TB,TX
Puamnive Guekoo Cacomantis meruiirus 5B

Asiay EmeraLn Cuckoo Chrysococeyx maculatiis 58
Dioneo Cuexoo Surnicuius lugubris SB,TB
PapareeT Peitacola himatayanal (fnschii TB
HrasLavan Swaerter Coffocalia brevirosiris SB,T8,TX
White-THRoaTED NetntEraiL Hirundapus caudacuiis SB,TX
Aveing Swirr Tachymarptls melba X
Fork-aten Swirr Apus pacificls SB,TR
House Swirr Apus affinls §8,3B,TX
Mountam Scors Owi Mus spilocephalus 58
Tawny Fist Owe Helupa fiavipes RSB
Goitaneo Owaer Glaucidium brodiel SB,TB
Asinne Barnen Dwuer Gaveidium cuculoides SB

Altitude
2800
2000-2900
1100-1600
2400-2800
2800
1100-1300
1000-2900
1200
1200-1300
2600

2500

2800
2200-2800
1000-1300
1000-1300
1300-2140
1300
1300-2200
1300-2600
1090-2700
600-1300
1300
1000-1800
1200-2800
1300
2200-2600
1200-2800
1300

1250

1000
1009-3000
1000-2200
100G-280C
2200-2900
1000-2800
1000-2800
1000-1300
1200-1300
1000-2600
2200
1500-2800
100G-2800
2600
1300-2400
1G00-2000
1000-1300
1300
1200-2200
1000-1300

Localions Abundance

14

u
10,11,12,18
713,15

15

10,11
3,8,10,18,19,20
i

11,18

7

13

4

15,20
6,10,18
211,18
11,1819

18,19,20
5,7,9-12,18-2¢
3,9-12,18
9,10

1

9-12
58,14,17,18

3-5,7,9-11,13,15,19,20
9-11,18,20
3-5,7,9-12,18,20
3-5,13,14,18-20
u

9,13,15,18-20
9,11

9,12
6,9-12,18,1¢

19

15,18-20

9,15

16

7,9,13,18-20

u

910,11

18

10-12,18-2¢
8,10

R - T T T T T e T T B B R T T T T T e e il
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Species Habitat Altitude Localions Ahundance
Grev MigHTurn Caprimilgus indicus SB,T8,TX 1000-2400 7,9,11,13,14,18,19 1
Rotx Pieeon Solumba livia FIX 1100-2300 234,616 ¢
OrienTaL Turtie Dove Straptopelia orientafis SB,TRF 1300-2500 u ¢
Seoriee Dove Streptopelia chinensis S8 1600-1300 10-12,19 c
Baaneo Cuckoo Dove Macropygia unchall 58 1300-2200 18,19 f
Wense-Taitep Green Piaeon Treron sphenura §8,78 600-2200 7.9-12,18,19 C
Mounraim ImperiaL Preeon Ducwla badia 5B,T8 1300-2900 511-13 f
Comuon Goot Fulica atra F 1275 17 r
Common Sannpieer Actitis hypolsucos R 1160 16 r
River Lapwine Vanellus duvauestit A 1100-14c0 16,18 ¢
Oserey Pandion haliaetus RSB 1300 18 r
Cresten Serpent EagLe Spilornis cheela SB,TX 1000-34C0 3,9,19,12,19,20 f
Caestep Gosuawk Accipiter trivirgatus 5B 1350 18 r
Besaa Aceipiter virgatus T8 2200-2900 15,19 r
Pawes's Fisn EasLe Mafiaeetus levcoryphus RSB 130¢ 18 r
Buack EacLe fetinaghis malayensis SB,TB,TX 1100-2400 10,11,13,16,18-20 1
Boarep EacLe FHieraaetus pennalts 8 2100 20 f
Rurous-seLiep EncLe Higraaetus kieneri 5B 1500 g r
Mountain Hawk Eacie Spizaetus nipalensis SB,TX 1350,2800 3,12 r
Gowmuon Kestaee Fafoo linnunculus 5B 1200-1300 10,17 r
Lons-TaiLen BroaveiL Psarisemus dathousiae SB 1200-1300 10,11 r
OrAnGE-BELUED LEAFBIRD Chisropsis hardwickii 58 1000-1500 9-12,18 c
Brown Srike Lanius cristatus B 2600 7 r
Lona-Tawen Suame Lanius schach TB,TX 2400-2500 2-5,7 [
Gaev-Backep Surme L anius tephronotus 88,78 1300-2800 5,7,13-15,19 c
Eunasian Jav Garrufus glandarius $B.7B,TX 1305-3000 3,5,18,20 f
Yewow-suieo Buee Maceie Urecissa favirosiris TB,TX 2100-3000 3-5,7,13,15,19,20 ¢
Common Green Magrie Cissa chinensis SB 1300 1" r
Grey Treepie Dendrociila formosae SB 1000-1400 g9-12,18 c
BLack-nicten Masrle Pica pica X 2400-2700 8,13 r
Srotren Nutchacker Noifraga caryocatactos ™ 2500-3000 3-5,7,13,15 c
Rep-siten Crouch Pyrrocorax pyrrhocorax F.TX 2250-249G0 1,515 f
Lange-sieLen Crow Corvus macrorhynchos F.8B,7X 1300-3200 3-6,7,10,11,13,15,19,20 ¢
Asty WoonswaLow Artamus fuscus SB 1300 10 r
Maroon Or:oLe Orifus traillil SB,TB 1300-1400 10,11,18 1
Buack-winisen Cuckooskame Coracing melaschistos SB.TB 100G-2200 6,7,9,18-20 ¢
GREY-GHmNED Mitver Pericrocolus sofarls SB 2000 19 r
Lone-Taiep ManiveT Pericrocotus ethologus TX 2100-3000 §,7,13,15,12 1
StorT-piLen Muaver Pericrocotus brevirostris TB.TX 2200-2400 13,15,1¢ [
Soarier Minver Paricrocotus Hammeus SB 1000-1400 g-12,18 [
Bar-wingep FLYCATEHER-SHEKE Hemilfpus picatits SB 1300 " r
YewLow-secLiED Fantal Ahipidiira frypoxantha TB,TX 2400-3000 513,15 [
WHITE-THROATER FANTAIL Ahipidura atbicollis 5B, 7B 1300-2800 10,11,13,15 f
Buack Dronco Dicrurus macrocercus F 1200-1500 9-11 f
Astv Dronso Dicrurus lewcophaeus 88,78 1400-2600 3-57,8,13,14,18-20 ¢
Lesser Racker-Taren Drotteo Diorurits semifer 58 1200-1300 101 f
SeanaLep Droneo Dicrurus hottentoltus 58 1600-1700 9-11,18,19 <
Brown Dipper Cinefus pallasii R 860-2800 7,11-13,15,18 c
Brug-capren Rock Thruse Mondicola sinelorhynchius SB 1000-1300 9,10,18 i
GrestuuT-secLen Rock Thaust Moniicela rafiveniris B 1800-2500 78 f
Btue Rock Tarusn Moniicola solitarivs ™ 2900 3 r
Bioe Whistune ThrusH Myaphonus caeruleus 5B, T8, TX 1000-3000 il G
Punn-packen Torusk Zoothera mofiissima ™ 2900 i r
Wuite-corLares Buackeimo Turdus albecinctus TB.TX 2400-3000 3-5,13-15 4
GRev-winsen Buackeiro Turdus bouiboul > 2160-26G0 7,19,2¢ 1
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Lesser SworTwiNG Brachypleryx feucopiys T8 2000-2200 18-20 f
WeTe-erowep SHoRTwing Brachvpieryx morntana TB,TX 2200-3200 5,7,15,20 f
Danx-smep FLycatcuer Muscicapa sibifrica TB,TX 2600-2800 3-6,7,13,16 c
Ferrucinous FLycatouer Muscicapa ferruginea TB.TX 2200-2800 13,1519 f
Rurous-corceTep Fuvcatchen Ficedila stropfiata 7B 2200-2800 R7,15 f
Urraanssine Fomatonen Ficedila superciliaris TB,TX 2200-2800 3,13,15,19,20 ¢
Siary-pLus FLycaToRER Ficedida fricofor TB,TX 2000-3200 3,5,7,15,19 f
Venotien FLrcatcien Fumyias thalassing SB,T8 1006-2600 a [
Lance NiLtava Niftava grandis B 2200 20 r
Smact. NiLTava Nillava miacgrigoriae SBTB 1000-2200 9-12,18,20 [H
Ruraus-seLiien Nittava Nillava sundara 8 2(00-2800 13,15,19,20 c
[Vivio Niwava Niflava vivida 8 2100 19 ]
Pare Bru FLyeatohen Gyornfs unicolor TB,TX 2100-2400 3-5,7,18,19 c
Beue-THROATED Fuveatcuer Cyornis rubeciloides 5B 800-1300 9-11 {
Pyewy Buue Fuyoaroner Muscicapelia hodgsoni SB,18 1300-2800 11-13,15 f
GREv-HEADED Canany FLveaTcHEr Guiigicapa ceviorensis SB,T8 1300-2800 5,10,13,15,18-20 4
Inowan Buue Roaws Luscinia brunnea X 2400-2800 13,15 f
GoLoen Busk Roaw Tarsiger chrysasus TB,TX 2400-3000 3587 f
Write-srowee Busk Roem Tarsiger indicus ™ 2600-210¢ 57 r
OsueaaL Mageie Rooii Copsychus sawiaris SB.F 1100-1350 10,11,16 t
Biue-aonTen Reostart Phaenicurus frontalis TX 2800 4 r
Weime-carpeo WaTer Restant Chaimarrornis leucocsphalus R 1300-27060 6,7,12,13,18 ¢
Prumeeous Water Reostant Rhyacarnis fuliginosus R 1360-2900 2,11,13,1519 4
Weime-TaLes Posis Myfomela foncura S8,T8B 1300-2300 2-11,19,20 1
Lirmie Forkran Enicurus scouleri A 600-2400 79,1612 f
SUATY-DACKED Fomir. Emicurus schistaceds ] 1300-1400 10,18 i
Seorren Foriran. Enicunis maoulals R 1300-2800 9,11,13,15,19 f
Pusrie Cocroa Cocfioa purpurea 8 2600 15 r
Grev Busnenar Saxicola ferrea 88,7B,TX 1300-2800 4,5,7,10,13,15,20 ¢
CHESTHUT-TAILED STARLING Sturnus malabaricis F 2200 19 r
Gonmeon Myna Acridotherss frisiis F 1306-2400 2,10,11,18,39 [H
CuesThuT-seLLien NuTHaTch Sifia castanea Se 1300-1500 11,18 r
Waime-Taien Numharck Sitta himalayensis 8 2200-2800 13,15,19,20 ¢
Rusty-rLanken Taeecaceper Cerihia nipalensis 18 2400 13 f
Brown-THRoATED TREECREEPER Cerihia discolor TB,TX 2200-2600 419 ¥
Winter Wnen Trogiadytes troglodytes TB.TX 2500-2800 5,15,20 f
CoaL Tie Parus ater TBTX 2300-2800 15,19 f
Grev-caesteo Tir Parus dicfirous B 2800 15 r
Green-packen Tiv Parus menticolus B, TBTX 600-2800 u [
Yewow-cheexen Tir Parus spilonokus 88 1300 1" r
Yewow-spowen Tt Sylviparus modeshis TX 2800 15 r
Suitan Tir Mefanochlora suitanea SB 1300 1 r
Buack-miroatzo Tir Aagithalos concinmis ™ 2200-2400 13,19,20 1
Rurous-rroutes Tim Aegithalas fouschistos TB,TX 2400-2800 713,15 1
Asiay House Marwn Delichon dasypus $8,TX 1350-28C0 10,12,13,15,18 c
Striatee Bussul Pycnonotus striatus SB 1300-1800 910,18 1
Rep-venTen BulsulL Pyenonolus cafer F 1100-2400 2,10,11,18 c
Himavavan BurolL Pycnonolus fevcogenys SB 760-11G0 9,10 f
Whire-TuRoaten Bureue Afophoixus flaveoclus B 1000-1300 9,10 f
Asny ButeuL Hemixos flavala 58 1000-1200 9,10 f
Mounram ButsoL Hypsipetes meclellandii SB,TB 1300-2100 11,12,18,19 H
Buack BusuL Hypsipelss leucocephalis SB.TB 1000-280C 9-14,18-20 [
Sraten Pruia Prinia criniger SB,TB 1006-2500 2359101718 [
Huy Pauea Prinia atrogutaris SB 1060-1300 9-12 c
Rurescent Pamia Prinia rufescens SB 1200 190 r
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OnrientaL Wrate-eve Zosteraps palpebrosus SB 1006-1306 g-11 f
CHesTAT-reaneD Tesw Tesia castansocoronata T8 2200-2800 4,513,15,1¢9 c
Searv-settien Tesw Tesia ofivea SB 1200-1800 11,1218 [
Grev-seLuien Tesin Tesia cyaniventer SB,TB 1500-2400 2,13,15,18-20 [
BrownisH-rLaeD Bust Wansien Gettia fortipes SB,TB,TX 1300-3300 6.6,7,10,11,151920 ¢
Asearant Bush Wanesier Cettia flavolivacea TX 3200 5 r
Yevowsa-acLLieo Buss WanaLer Geltia acanihizoides B 2400-2800 13,15 r
Grev-sinep Bust Warsten Seitla bripnifrons T 2400-3000 3,4,5,7,15,19 4
Russer Bust Warsien Bradypierus seebohmi 1B 2200 19 I3
Tickeet's Lear WansLen Phylloscopus affinis I 2800 15 r
Asty-THRoATED WaRBLER PhYIfoscopus maculipennis 1B 2500-2900 57,15 7
Lemon-rumpen Lear WareLen Phylloscopus chloronotus T8 2606-2800 715 1
Lanee-8ILLED LEAF WaroLer Phyilloscopus magoirosiris TB,TX 1750-2000 3-5,7,8,13,15,19,20 4
Buyrn's Lear WansLen Phyffoscopus reguloides TB,TX 1800-2900 3-5,7,13,15,19,20 c
Yeu.ow-vENTED WaneLer Phylloscopus cantator SB 1009-1400 8-12,18 [
GoLoen-sPEcTAcLES Wanster Sefcercils burkif TB,TX 2200-2700 3-5,7,13,15,19.20 ¢
Gaey-noooen Waasten Seicerctis xantheschistos SB.78 1600-2100 9-12,18,18 C
Whire-spreTactes Waksien Seicercus affinis X 2900 7 r
Gniy-cHeeken WansLen Seicercus poliogenys B 1500 18 T
CuesTHUT-GROWNED WARBLER Seicorcus castaniceps B.TX 2160-2600 7,19,20 f
Rurous-racen Warsten Abroscopus atbogularis SB 700-110¢ 10,11 r
WHITE-THROATED LauestingTrRusk Garrilax albogularis SB,TB,TX 1300-2500 6,7,10,13,15,19,2¢ c
WHITE-CAESTED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garriiax leucolophs 58 1000-1300 9-12 4
STAIATED |AUGHINGTHRUSH Garrulax striafus SB,TB,TX 1306-2800 3,9-13,15,18-20 c
Rurpus-Necken LAUGHINGYHRUSH Garrtifax ruficollis 8 2200 10,11 r
Rurous-vENTED LAuGHNGTHRUSH Garrufax quiaris SB 1300 10 r
RUF0US-CHINNED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garrislax rilogularis B 2200 19 r
GREY-5IDED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garriifax casrulalis 8 2100 20 r
Staeaen LAUGBHINGTHRUSH Garrtiax lingatus 58,78 1300-2200 10,19 f
BLue-winGep LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garrilax squamatus 38 1300-1400 9,11 r
Scaly LAugHINGTHRUSH Garriiax subunicolor T8,TX 2000-2800 3,5.7,19,20 f
Bunck-racen LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garriiax affinis TX 2400-3200 3,5,13,15 ¢
CHESTRUT-GROWNED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garriiax erythrocephalys 7B 20060-3200 5,7,13,15,18-20 C
RusTy-cieexen Scimitan Basaien Pomalorhings erythrogenys SB,1B 1000-2200 9-11,15,18 f
WHTe-BR0WED ScIMiTAR Bagsten Pomaloriinus schisticeps S8 1000 9,10 1
SaEak-aReAsTED Sciman BagaLer Pomatorhinus ruficollis SB.TB 1300-2400 10,13,19,2¢ i
Seenner-iLeD Scaamar Bassten Xiphyrhynchus superciliaris B 2200 18 r
Somv-preasten When Baseren Prioepyga albiventer TB,TX 2200-2940 5,7,15,19 f
Pyamy Waen BassiLer Pnoepyga pusitia SB,TB 1300-2400 10,13,19,20 f
Seorien Wren BaseLer Spefaeornis formosus $B,TB 1300-2400 10-12,18,19 f
Rurous-cappen BasaLer Stachyris ruliceps 88,78 1300-2700 3,7,10,19 f
Govoen Bapsien Stachyris chrysaca 88 1300-1350 10,12 f
GREv-THROATED BaBeLER Stachiyris migriceps SB 1000-1300 9,10,11 H
Suver-eanco Mesia Leiothrix argentauris SB 1200-1300 10-12 f
Ren-sieen Leommix Ledothrix luiea $B,TB,TX 1360-2800 10,13,15,19,20 C
Cumia Curtia mipalensis TB 2150-2400 3,720 i
Buack-neanee SHRIKE Baester Pleruthius rufiventer TB 2200 19 r
WhiTe-sROWED SHRIKE BassLen Pleruthius flaviscapis SB,TB 1000-2100 9,20 i
Rustv-rroNteD Banwine Actinodura sgerton! B 2200 20 r
Hoarv-THADATED Banwine Actinodura nipalensis T8 2100-2806 34,557,119 f
BLue-wingen Mikwa Minia cyanouroplera B 2200 19 r
CuesThur-Tanen M Minfa strigiia T8 2600-3000 5,715 i
Rep-raien Mivea Minfa ignaiincta T8 2400-2800 5,13,15,19,20 f
GoLDen-BREASTED FULVETTA Alcippe chiysotis 8 2200 20 T
YetLow-THROATED Futverta Alcippe cingrea SB 1350 12 T
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Rurpus-wingep Furverma Aloippe castaneceps TB,TX 2200-28G0 13,15,20 f
Wiime-srowen FuLverma Alcippe vinipactus TB,TX 2400-3200 513,18 i
Nepae FuLverma Alcippe nipalensis SB,TB 1000-22G0 9-12,18,19 ¢
Rurous Sima Heterophasia capistrata SB,TB,TX 1300-2800 il 4
Swunren Yumna Yuhina castaniceps SB 1000-1300 9,11-13 [
Whire-napen Yumina Yufing bakeri SB 1350 12 r
Wiasieren Yurina Yuhing flavicotlis T8,7X 2260-2800 3,6,7,12,13,19,20 [
Staiee-iRoATED YuHia Yufing gularis 8,7X 2400-2800 35715 [
Rurous-venteo Yuting Yuhina occipfialis X 2800-3000 58,15 f
Buack-camnen YiHma Yiehing nigrimenta 5B 14060-1350 9-12,18 c
Whare-setlien Yurma Yuhina zanthofeuca SB 1260 1 r
Brown ParroveiL Paradoxornis unicolor T8 2260-3000 513,19 t
Fuwvous Paarotaiel Paradoxornis flvifrons X 3260 5 r
Greater Rurous-Heaseo ParroteiL Paradaxornis rtificeps SB 1360 10 r
OnigHraL SkyLank Alauda guiguia F 2860 14,15 r
Yeuow-sel LiED FLOWERPECkeR Dicaenm mefanoxanihum TX 2700 5 r
Fine-srEAsTED Frowerpecker Dicetim ignipectis 5B,7B 1300-2400 5,12,19,20 c
Mns Gouwn's Sunsian Aethepyga gouldiae ] 2200-2900 3-5,7,13,19,20 c
Gingen-TaleD Sunmiap Aethopyga nipalensis T8 2200-3100 5,7,13,15.20 c
Buack-THROATED Sunetap Aethopyoa satirala 5B 1000-1700 912,19 1
Fire-1anen Suneirn Aethopyga ignicauda T8 2800 18 !
Stacaken SPIERHUNTER Arachinothera magnd 5B 1300-1350 11,12 1
RusseT Sparrow Passer rirtilans F 1300-2800 4,10,14,19 f
Eurasian TREE Sparrow Passer monfamis F 1000-2800 u [
Fonest WastaiL Dendronanthis indicus 5B,78 1400-2250 18,20 4
White Waeran Mefacilla atba B4 2100-2400 2,6 H
Yeciow Wastaw Molacifla flava TB 2250 26 T
Ouve-sncken Pieir Anthus hodgsoni TXF 2800-2000 414,15 =
Tieeran Siskw Carduelis thibetana i34 2900 3 T
Gotnon RosermicH Garpodactts sryibrinus SB,TX 1300-2800 510,15 f
Crmson-srowen Fince Prapyrihida subhimachala ¢ 3200 7 r
ScanLer Fiich Haemalospiza sipahi SB,T8 1500-2600 718 f
Rep CrosseiLL Lax/a clirvirostra ™ 2800 15 r
Brown Buwtrnek Pyrrhufa nipalensis ™ 2800-3000 45 T
Sror-wikeep Groseeax Mycerobas miefanozanthos TETX 2800-3600 57,15 f
Wite-wincee Grosaeax Mycerabas carnipes TX 2800-3300 57,15 f
Cresten Buwtwvs Melophus fathami 1600-2400 2,910 f

Key: =

Habitats:

§ = sublropical zone

T = femperale zone:

B = broadleaved forest

X = mixed forest

C = coniferous forest

F = fields, grazing areas, and areund human habitations
R = rivers and edges

u = uhigultous in suftable hatitats and altitude

Abundance;

¢ = common, seen i high numbers and/or on many cccasions in suitable habltat

f = fairly common, seen on more than ene accasion or in fairly high numbers

T = sean on oqe of two oceasions only and/or ane or two individuals

u = ubiquitous in suitable altitudeshabitat
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Locations visited
Locations:
1. Paro {2,250 m})

Dates visited: (May)
1,28

2. Thimphu (2,400 m) 1,2,26-28
3. Dochhu La {2,700-3,215 m) 2

4, Nebding (2,800 m) 23

5, Pele ta (2,950-3,300 m) 3,16

€. Tongsa (2,100 m} 34,1344
7. Tongsa-Yutorg La (2,160-3,400 m) q

8. east of Yutong La ta Gyetsa (3,400-2,600 m) L

¢. Wangdinaia/Wangdigang {1,060 m) &7

10. Nimshong {660-1,300 m} 7.8,12,13
11. Nobji {1,100-1,300 m) 8,9,11,12
12. Camp 5 km. upstream ¢f Nobji (1,350 m) g-11

13. Chendebii (2,400-2,600 m}) 14-18
14. Phobiikha {2,780-2,670 m) 16,17
15. Khebetang (2,800-2,99C m) 17-20
16. Wangdiphedrang {1,100 m) 20

17. Punakha {1,275 m) 20

18. Rimchu (1,300-1,350 m) 20-22
18, Damii (2,200 m) 22,23,25,26
20. Gasa/Hot Springs (2,100-2,250 m}) 23-25

Many thanks go to Mingma Norbu Sherpa, Mr. Sangay Thinley, Joint Secretary of the Forestry
Services Division, and to the Royal Government of Bhutan for inviting us to undertake this
expedition, te T. B, Mongar, Pema Namgyal, Phurba Sherpa, and the staff at World Wiidlife Fund
Bhutan, Brian Penniston, and Bruce Bunting. To the ground crew and cooks: Mr. Wangdi, Mr.
Karma, Mr. Thinley, and Mr. Jamba,. Also thanks to Craig Robson and Tim Inskipp for much help
in discussing the data and reviewing this manuscript.
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Status and distribution of
Stoliczka’s Bushchat
Saxicola macrorhyncha in India

ASAD R. RAHMANI

Stoliczka’s Bushchat (or White-browed Bushchat) Saxicola macroviyncha is a rare and local resident
of the Indian subcontinent, which is listed as globally threatened. It is probably extinct in Pakistan,
but in India there have been a few sightings during the last 20 years. In 1993-1994, four surveys were
gonducted in Rajasthan and Gujarat, mainly in the Thar desert, during which 86 individuals were
seen at 18 different sites. In some places it was fairly common. Some general observations on its
behaviour were made and recommendations for further studies are given.

INTRODUCTION

About 1,300 species of birds are found in the Indian subcontinent, out of
which 71 species have been listed as threatened in India (Collar et al. 1994).
Stoliczka’s Bushchat (or White-browed Bushchat) Saxicola macrorhyncha is
one of them (Rahmani 1993), F. Stoliczka first described it in 1872, from
specimens collected at Rapar and Bhyj in Kutch (Gujarat).

Former distribution

According to Al and Ripley (1983a), Stoliczka’s Bushchat is a generally a
rare and very local resident, but not uncommon in some areas. It has been
recorded from Pakistan (east of the Indus river), Haryana (Hissar district),
western Uttar Pradesh (Aligarh), eastern Rajasthan and Gujarat (Deesa,
Kutch and Kathiawar). There are specimens labelled Kandahar and Dubrai
in southern Afghanistan collected by Swinhoe in April 1881, in the British
Museum (Swinhoe 1882, Ticehurst 1926}, but Paludan did not come
across it in his field work {Paludan, 1959), and considered that there was
only one reliable record from Afghanistan (Roberts 1992). Roberts (1992)
did not see this species during his 28 years’ residence in southern Punjab,
Pakistan, including many visits to Jhang district.

Recent sightings

During the last 20 years there have been only 15 sightings of this rare bird
{Table 1}. On 2 August, 1978, a male and several juveniles were seen near
Khara village, between Phalodi and Pokharan in western Rajasthan (van
den Berg et al. 1981), Ben King saw it in Desert National Park in Rajasthan




