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dispersed distribution poses amajor challenge. However, with the increasing
relaxation of travel restrictions in both Cambodia and Vietnam at least the
possibility for conducting surveys has now become a real possibility and
should be seized!

Iwauld like to thank my field companions Jeb Barzen, Huyith Duy Tu Thieng, Bjorn Erik Larsen and
Nguyen Cur. Thanks also to Robert Clay and Tim Inskipp, for providing me wirch key references and
10 Huang Norton-Payson for being Huong Norton-Payson. Figure 1 was carefully created by Monica
MacKinnon during breaks from computer games. Thanks to Frank Lambert for commenting on an
earlier draft of this paper.

Fietdwork was undertaken over & public holiday whilst I was an employee of BirdLife International on
secondment to WWF - The World Wide Fund For Nature Vietnam Programme,
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Ornithological records from Laos,
1992-1993

R. M. THEWLIS, J. W, DUCKWORTH, G. Q. A. ANDERSON,
M. DVORAK, T. D. EVANS, E. NEMETH, R. J. TIMMINS and
R.J. WILKINSON

From Octeber 1992 to July 1993 birds were surveyed at one small nature reserve in North Laos (sensu
King er af, 1975) and three large protected areas of forest in South and Central Laos. Statas and
distributional data are presented for 437 species, including eight Globally Threatened and 21 Globally
Near-threatened species (sensu Callar et al. 1994), namely Siamese Fireback Lophura diardi, Green
Peafowl Pavo muticus, White-winged Duck Cairina scutulara, Red-collared Woodpecker Picuis rabieri,
Brown Hombill Arorrfuisus vickelli, Sarus Crane Ghrus antigone, Masked Finfoot Hellopais personata,
Grey-headed Lapwing Vawnellus cinereus, Jerdon’s Baza Aviceda jerdoni, Lesser Fish-Eagle Ichthyophaga
fmils, Grey-headed Fish-eagle 1 ichfrpasius, White-ramped Vulture Gyps bengalensis, Tong-hilled
Vulture G. indicus, Red-headed Vuloure Sarcogyps calvus, Rufous-winged Buzzard Butastur liventer,
White-rumped Falcon Pelifrierax insignis, Qriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster, Schrenck’s Bittern
Ixobrychus enrfythonus, White-shouldered Ibis Pseudibis davisoni, Giant Ibis P, giganiea, Lesser Adjutant
Lepropuilos jovanicus, Biue-ramped Pitta Pista soror, Bar-beilied Pitta P. ellioust, Yellow-breasted Magpie
Cissa hypoleuca, Brown-rumped Minivet Pericrocotus cantonensis, Green Cochoa Gochoa vividis, Red-
tailed Laughingthrush Garrulax wiinei, Grey-faced Tie-Babbler Macronous kelleyi, Rufcus-throated
Fulvetta Alcippe rufogularis and, provisionalty, Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda and Asian Golden
Weaver Floceus hypoxanthus. A further 24 species regarded as being At Risk in Thailand by Treesucon
and Round (1990) were recorded. The observations of Giant Ibis Pseudibis gigantea were the first any
where since 1962.

NON-STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS
USED

NR, Nature Reserve; ITUCN, The World Conservation Union; NBCA,
National Biodiversity Conservation Area.

Lao words incorporated into place names: Houay= siream, X¢é = river,
Nam = river, Phou = mountain, Sayphou = ridge, Ban = village, Pak =river
mouth, Nong = lake or pool.

The division of Laos into North, Central and South used by Delacour and
Jabouille {1931) and King er al (1975) is followed throughout this paper.
Central Laosis defined to the north by a line running east-northeast to a point
a little north of Ban Napé. The river X¢é Banghiang forms the southern
boundary.

The term Indochina is used here, following King et al. (1975), to refer
collectively to the three countries of Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia.

The taxonomy and nomenclature of Sibley and Monroe (1990, 1993) are
followed throughout.
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The vegetation classification follows that of Round (1988), who details the
characteristics of the forest types.

For discussions of abundance, the terms ‘common’, ‘frequent’ and
*occasional’ are defined in Appendix 1.
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Figure I. Laos, showing locations menrianed in the text and biogeographical regions.
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INTRODUCTION

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (hereafter called Laos) has a lower
human population density (18.9 people/km?) than the neighbouring countries
of Thailand (113,7 people/km?} and Vietnam (214.4 people/km?; Europa
1995), It also has a large area of natural forest cover remaining; 47.2% of the
country retains at least 20% canopy cover (Lao-Swedish Forestry Co-
operation Programme 1992). This suggests that it is very likely to be a
country of major importance for wildlife conservation, although very few
observations of wildlife have been made and published since 1950.

Between October 1992 and July 1993, birds were surveyed at four existing
or proposed protected areas in T.aos as part of a broad-based assessment of
conservation management priorities at each site (Duckworth et af. 1992,
1993, Timmins et al. 1993 a, b). Incidental observations at other sites
extended to September 1993, Fieldwork was unstructured because the main
objective was to find as many species at each study site as possible. Particular
effort was devoted to searching for globally threatened species of birds. These
surveys operated with the close cooperation of, and support from, the then
Protected Areas and Wildlife Division of the National Office for Nature
Conservation and Watershed Management of the Department of Forestry.
Of 626 species of birds previously recorded from Laos, 437 (70%) were
found, with provisional records of a further eight. This is a high proportion
considering that neither mountainous areas of the North nor the Annamites
were visited. While partly due to the 99 species of Palaearctic migrants
detected, it reflects the importance of the areas surveyed. Six species found
had not previously been recorded from North Laos, 19 from Central Laos
and 24 from South Laos. Additionally, 11 species were new to the country
asawhole; two ofthese 11 were new to Indochina. Eight Globally Threatened,
21 Globally Near-threatened species and 24 species regarded as At Risk in
Thailand were recorded. These totals do not include provisional records
except where stated.

This paper documents new information concerning the distribution and
status of birds in Laos. Further information on the status and conservation
of threatened birds in Laos is given by Thewlis et al. (in prep.). Mammal
records from these surveys are discussed in Duckworth (1994 a,b) and
Duckworth er al. (1994, in press).

STUDY SITES

All sites mentioned in the text are listed in Appendix 3. Place names used in
the literature are followed throughout this text: some are not in current use
and Appendix 3 should be referred to for names in current use. Fig. 1. shows
the location most of the places mentioned in the text.
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Main localities visited

¥é Pian National Biodiversity Conservation Area, Champasak and Attapu
Provinces, South Laos (14°00' -14°50’N 105°53'-106°30’E): 28 November
1692 - 14 March 1993; 6-15 May 1993, See Timmins er al, (19930).

The Xé Pian NBCA (Fig,. 2) includes about 1,500 km? of semi-evergreen
forest, mostly Hitle-degraded and on rolling hills at 150-350 m. This is
supplemented by two regions of different habitat, Dong Kalo to the south and
the X¢é Khong plains to the east, totalling an additional 900 sq. ki, which
support a mosaic of semi-evergreen, mixed deciduous and dry dipterocarp
forests and contain many small wetlands, ‘The highest pointis 844 m. Much
ofthe southern boundary runs along the international frontier with Cambodia
where similar forest is apparently found (satellite imagery held at the
National Office of Forest Inventory and Planning, Vientiane). The northern
fringe of the protected area consists of a heavily exploited mosaic of mixed
deciduous forest and wetlands, some seasonal and some permanent, and
abuts agricultural land, The Xé Khong plains were visited during 28
February to 13 March and Dong Kalo from 30 January to 3 February. Most
records from the main semi-evergreen forest and the northern fringe come
from late November to the end of January, but these sectors were also visited
in early May. Engelbach (1927a,b, 1929, 1932) detailed observations over
six years in South Laos: this includes records from the Pakxe area gathered
in the company of the sixth Indochinese expedition (Delacour 1932). None
of Engelbach’s records seems to relate to the area now enclosed by Xé Pian
NBCA. Many of his records come from the plains adjacent to the Xé Khong
river, but theyrelate to the Xé Khongin its more northerly reaches, to the east
and north-east of the Bolovens Plateau, and not to the region downstream
known here as the ¥¢é Khong plains.

Dong Hua Sao National Biodiversity Conservation Area, Champasak and
Attapu Provinces, South Laos (14°50' - 15°11°N, 105°55' - 106°17°E): 12
May - 26 July 1993, See Timmins er al. {1993a).

Dong Hua Sao NBCA (Fig. 4) covers about 900 km? of the southern
Bolovens Plateau, the intervening slope and adjacent lowlands. Most (70%)
of the area lies below 250 m, but the sheer escarpment and plateau rise to over
1,200 m. The slope forest is largely primary, but the plateau is rapidly being
cleared for coffee plantations and most lowland forests have been heavily
degraded bylogging. The areais surrounded by cultivation except to the east,
where a large tract of forest probably links Dong Hua Saoc NBCA with Xé
Pian NBCA. Lowland and slope semi-evergreen forest covers over half the
area, although there is also extensive mixed deciduous forest in the fowlands.
The majority of forest on the plateau is hill evergreen forest. The Bolovens
Plateau was visited during 30 May to 22 June and observations were made
in the lowlands during most of May and July. Engelbach (19272, 1929, 1932)
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collected birds in the northern half of the Bolovens Plateau (outside the area
of Dong Hua Sao NBCA) and the sixth Indochinese expedition (Delacour
1932) spent three months based on the plateau.

Phou Xang He National Biodiversity Conservation Area, Savannakheét
Province, Central Laos (16°42-17°04°N 105°19'-106°06’E): 20 March - 21
April 1993, See Duckworth er al. (1993).

Phon Xang He NBCA lies about 85 km east of the town of Savannakhér.
The 1,140 km? area (Fig, 3) consists of two largely forested hill ranges, mostly
at 200-700 m altitude, orientated north-west to souih~east. The two ranges
are divided by a flat corridor, 6-10 km wide, containing many villages and
forest fragments. The protected area is surrounded by largely deforested
plains. The eponymous massifPhou Xang He is alarge sandstone formation
dominated by semi-evergreen and mixed deciduous forest enduring marked
drought conditions during the dry season. On the opposite side of the
corridor, Phou Hinho is a steep igneous formation with narrow ridges and
valleys, supporting a distinctive form of semi-evergreen forest with a very low
proportion of deciduous trees, ecccurring below 1,000 m. South of the
protected area is a tract of flat, mainly lateritic land dominated by dry
dipterocarp forest, The survey concentrated most effort on the lowland
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Figure 4. Dong Hua Sao National Biediversity Conservation Area.

corridor as this was under the greatest immediate threat. Although there are
various historical references from Central Laos, only David-Beaulieu (1949-
1950), who accumulated observations over four years in Savannakhét
province, is relevant to the Phou Xang He NBCA region.

Houay Nhang Nature Reserve, Vientiane Prefecture, North Laos (18°04'N
102°41°E): 16 October-16 November 1992; sporadic visits between January
and September 1993. See Duckworth et al. (1992},

Houay Nhang Nature Reserve covers 808 ha at 200 m altitude and is
simated 14 km north of Vientiane. The reserve comprises degraded lowland
semi-evergreen forest, areas resembling dry dipterocarp forest, regenerating
scrub and rice paddies. Several streams, ponds and other features including
seasonal habitations are present. Details of the habitat, climate and topography
are given in Salter and Venevongphet (1988) and brief notes on the birds
were presented by Robichaud (1992). Bangs and Van Tyne (1931} list some
significant records from Ban Thénkhén, which is close to Houay Nhang, but
the Vientiane area was surprisingly poorly documented in the past.
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Other localities visited and dates

Incidental observations were made at the following sites:

1: Vientiane, including Don Chuan Sandbank (Garden Island), North Laos,
numercus dates October 1992 - September 1993,

2: Savannakhét town, Central Iaos, occasional dates November 1992 - July
1993,

3: BanThadua, Vientiane Municipality, North Laos, numercus dates October
1992 - September 1993,

4: VangVieng, Vientiane Province, North Laocs, 28-29 August 1993 (limestone
outcrops amid cultivation).

5: Nam Ngum Reservoir, Vientiane Province, North Laos, 15 November
1992.

6: Attapu town, South Laos, 26 January 1993,

7: Khong-Phapheng Falls and Ban Thakho, Champasak Provingce, South
Laos, 4-8 February 1993 (a 5 km stretch of the Mekong with waterfalls is
collectively referred to as ‘Khéne Falls’. We visited specifically the Khong-
Phapheng Falls and areas of degraded forest nearby).

8: X¢ Khong river, Attapu Province, South Laos, 13 March 1993, Records
come from between the inflow of the X¢é Pian river and the town of
Senarnsai, a distance of 40-50 km, Some of the stretch is within the Xé Pian
NBCA,; records are not duplicated in the columns for the NBCA.

9: Pakxe, Champasak Province, South Laos (including some records from
Pakxe fish farm, on the outskirts of the town); numerous dates November
1992 - Tuly 1993.

10: Pha Som/Naliang limestone outcrop (18°00°N 104°19°30"E), Khammouane
Province, Central Laos, various dates November 1992 - July 1993,

11:Lao Pako, a small resort in degraded forest, scrub and cultivation at 200
m beside the Nam Ngum river, Vientiane Province, North Laos, 17-19
April 1993,

12: Phou Khao Khouay NBCA, Vientiane Province, North Laos, 11 April
1993, between the area headquarters and the waterfall at Tat Leuk.

13: Tha Ngon Reservoir, just north of Houay Nhang, Vientiane Province
North Laos, occasional dates between October 1992 and January 1993,

14: Degraded forest on the southern slope of Phou Bachiang 5 kim east of the
centre of Pakxe, Champasak Province, South Laos, 22 November 1992,

15: Ban Samkhang, Champasak Province, South Laos, 3-4 February 1993,

16: Muang Khongtown and nearby scrub and cultivation, Champasak Province,
South Laos, 29 January and 8 February 1993.

17:Ban Thong Song, Route 13, Savannakhét Province, Central Laos, 23
March 1993,

18:Nong IPuh area, South Laos (10 km east of Khong-Phapheng Fafls), 5
February 1993,
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RECORDS OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE

Records of all bird species found are detailed by site in Appendix 1; the more
interesting of these records are discussed in the species accounts below. A
summary is given for all records of Globally Threatened or Near-Threatened
species and those At Riskin Thailand (sensu Collareral. 1994 and Treesucon
and Round 1990 respectively), to allow a baseline to be constructed for
species known to be under pressure elsewhere, Itis anticipated that following
future work, some species listed as At Risk in Thailand are likely to prave
common and widespread in Laos. For species not in these two sources, the
only records discussed are geographical or altitudinal range extensions or
clarifications of seasonal status. Thus, if a study site is not mentioned in a
species entry, this does not imply that the species was not recorded there; at
this point Appendix 1 should be referred to. Mlikovsky and Inskipp (inprep.)
review the status of all species in Indochina; this work greatly facilitated the
setting into context of the present records. Delacour and Jabouille (1931,
1940) discussed all species occurring in Laos with comments on their status;
the formerworkincorporated previous published observations and, apparently,
many others which were not otherwise published. King e al. (1975)
presented the only recent breakdown of species occurrence by region within
Laos: all cases where records from 1992-1993 extended or clarified the
known geographical range as shown in this source are discussed, even where
it turned out that earlier records had been overlooked in its compilation.

Bar-BACKED PARTRIDGE Arborophila brunneopectus At Risk in Thailand
Local in semi-evergreen and hill evergreen forest of Phou Xang He NBCA.
and Dong Hua Sac NBCA. Previous observers found it frequently throughout
Laos (Engelbach 1932, Delacour and Jabouille 1940, David-Beaulieu 1949~
1950).

StveRr PHsasanT Lophura nycthemera At Risk in Thailand A few were
recorded above 900 m in primary hill evergreen forest on the Bolovens
Plateau (Dong Hua Sao NBCA). Engelbach {1932) found it very common
inhill forest on the plateau; the race L. n. engelbachiwas described as endemic
to the Bolovens Plateau (Delacour 1977), The validity of the subspecies L.
1. engelbachi was questioned by McGowan and Panchen (1994).

Siamese FireBack Lophura diardi Globally Threatened Fairly common at
Xé Pian NBCA in primary semi-evergreen forest and scarcer in degraded
forestatihe edge of the NBCA. One was seen on Route 18 on 26 January near
the crossing of the Xé Pian river, along the current NBCA boundary.
Although recorded at Phou Xang He NBCA {two on Phou Xang He, 29
March; a pair in the corridor in a forest patch on 1 April; a male with two
females there on 11 April; and heard near Ban Nalay on 20 April), its status
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could not be assessed due to the paucity of suitable paths from which to see
pheasants; this may also account for the absence of confirmed records at
Dong Hua Sao NBCA. Hundreds of birds are snared annually in Xé Pian
NBCA and probably at the other sites.

Grey PrRACOCK-PHEASANT Polyplectron bicalcararum At Risk in Thailand
Probably common in semi-evergreen forest throughout Xé Pian NBCA
{although heard frequently only at Houay Tapkua, this may have been a
seasonal effect) where many hunters’ plucking piles were found. The species
was heard in Phou Xang He NBCA, but no feathers were found nor were
birds seen. Neither King et al. (1975) nor Delacour (1977) list it for South
Laos. P. b. bicalcaratum ranges from Chittagong and Tenasserim through
Thailand to North Laos and southern Yunnan, whereas P. b, ghigii is found
in Annam (Delacour and Jabouille 1931); from comparison with skins at the
British Museumn (Tring), birds in Xé Pian NBCA fitted the latter well. At Ban
Napé (Central Laos) and Chapa (Tonkin) birds intermediate between the
two subspectes were found (Delacour 1929).

GREEN PEAFOWL Pavo muticus Globally Threatened Singles were heard at
two localities near the confluence of the Xé Khampho and Xé Pian rivers (Xé
Pian NBCA) around dawn and dusk on several days in March. Displaying
was said by villagers to occur near the confluence of the Xé Khong and Xé
Pian rivers. No evidence was found at Dong Kale {X¢& Pian NBCA) although
villagers reported that they inhabit the Phou Mailai area. There were two
sightings (possibly of the same bird) at Quan Moor (Dong Hua Sac NBCA)
at 250 m on 28 June and 3 July, a locality reported to hold up to 70 birds in
March. Green Peafowl once occurred throughout Indochina (Delacour and
Jabouille 1940); hunting has greatly reduced this species which was once
considered to be as common as Red Junglefow] Gallus galfus (Delacour and
Jabouille 1925}, The species is considered in more detail by Evans and
Timmins (Forkiai, this issue).

WHITE-wINGED Duck Cairina scutlaia Globally Threatened One flew
along Houay Kua (Xé Pian NBCA} on 27 December. They are reported by
localsin the area. The status, natural history and conservation of this species
in Laos is considered by Evans and Tizard {in prep.).

NORTHERN SHOVELER Anas clypeata One market specimen was noted at
Vientianein 1991 (Srikosamatara et al. 1992), This species has not previously
been recorded in Laos (Mlikovsky and Inskipp in prep.) and is reated here
so that details of all species not listed for Laos by King er al. (1975) are
included.

WHITE-BELLIED WOODPECKER Dryocopus javensis At Risk in Thailand
Prequent on the X¢é Khong plains and Dong Kalo, mostly in mixed
deciduous forest, and occasional in mixed deciduous forest in the northern
fringe (all Xé Pian NBCA).
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RED-COLLARED W OODPECKER Picus rabier! Globally Threatened Common
in all primary semi-evergreen forest, frequent in degraded semi-evergreen
forest but scarce in other habitats {(includingheavily logged forest) up to 450
matXéPian NBCA, Dong Hua Sao NBCA and PhouXang He NBCA. The
species occurs throughout Laos (Delacour and Jabouille 1940) including
Pakxe (Engelbach 1932).

BLACK-HEADED WOODPECKER Picus erythropygius At Risk in Thailand
Common at Dong Kalo and the Xé Khong plains (Xé Pian NBCA) and at
Phou Xang He NBCA in dry dipterocarp forest with fewer in mixed
deciduous forest. Its abundance in the dry dipterocarp forest, the least
threatened of woody habitats, suggests that the species is unlikely to be
threatened by habitat destruction in the near furure.

PALE-BEADED WOODPFECKER (Gecinulus grantia At Risk in Thailand Locally
commuon in primary and degraded semi-evergreen forest on flat and steep
terrain at all altitudes surveyed in Xé Pian NBCA and Phou Xang He NBCA.
At these sites it seemed associated with large stands of a bamboo which grew
only under the forest canopy. In Dong Hua Sao NBCA, two on 5 June and
one on 11 June were in primary hill evergreen forest at 1,100 m away from
any large bamboos. Treesucon and Round (1990) regarded it as being At
Risk in Thailand due to its very restricted range there (it is largely replaced
by Bamboo Woodpecker G. viridis), whereas east of the Mekong (and north
into China and west to Nepal) the species is widespread (King er al. 1975),
as it is in Laos (Delacour and Jabouille 1940).

RED-VENTED BARBET Megalainialagrandieri Commonin primary and degraded
forest in Dong Hua Sao NBCA on the Bolovens Plateau (1,000 m) and in
Phou Xang He NBCA at all altitudes surveyed (200-500 m). At Xé Pian
NBCA one fed in a fruiting tree with Lineated Barbets M. lineata beside the
Xé Khampho river (100 m) on 5 March, but in view of the observer effort in
Xé Pian NBCA, the species is clearly exceptional there between November
and May. King ez al. (1975) excluded Central Laos from the species’s range,
although Delacour (1929} had found it to be abundant near Ban Napé. Tt was
prf;:viously found to be common in well-wooded areas of the Bolovens
Plateau (Engelbach 1932). This species was previously listed as Globally
Near-threatened (Collar and Andrew 1988).

GREAT HorNBILL Buceros bicornis AtRiskin Thailand Up to four birds were
seen from the steep slopes of the Houay Tapkua valley (Xé Pian NBCA) on
14, 15 and 19 February. This small number of records contrasts with a
former assessment as common in well-wooded areas of southern Laos,
particularly in hills and mountains (Engelbach 1932).

Brown HornsiLL Anorvhinus tickelll Globally Near-Threatened Only
found at PhouXang He NBCA (400 m) where up to three birds occasionally
associated with flocks of the much commoner Oriental Pied-Hornbill
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Anthracoceros albirostris; the lack of records elsewhere is surprising as they
were recorded throughout Laos (Delacour and Jabouille 1940} and were
considered to be common on the Bolovens Plateau (Engelbach 1932).
WrREATHED HORNBILL Aceros undulares At Risk in Thailand Small numbers,
rarely including flocks of up to 21 were seen almost daily in Xé Pian NBCA
and rather less frequently in Dong Hua Sao NBCA, where it was particularly
scarce on the plateau with only one sighting of three birds on 7 June. Parties
often flew over agricultural land and deciduous habitats to the north of Xé
Pian NBCA in December and January and may have been travelling to and
from Dong Hua Sao NBCA. Two were seen in Phou Xang He NBCA on 15
April, and unidentified large hornbills were heard there on a few other
occasions. Historically it was the rarest hornbill in Savannakhét, with only
one seen in two years (David-Beaulicu 1949-1950), paralleling our
observations at Phou Xang He NBCA.

Common KinGFISHER Alcedo arthis Common in all study sites visited during
October-April, but unrecorded from Dong Hua Saoc NBCA which was
visited in May-July. Many birds were seen by paddies and streams in
Vientiane (including the city centre) from mid August and through September,
after none had been seen between early July and mid August. This pattern
of records strongly suggests that birds are mainly or entirely non-breeding
migrants to the areas visited, contra King ez al. (1975) who indicated that the
species is resident throughout Laos. Pastresident observers in the South and
Centre (Engeibach 1927a, 1932, David-Beaulieu 1949-1950) made no
mention of seasonality, but the species was 2 breeding resident in Tranninh
{David-Beaulieu 1944). Itis primarily a winter migrant to Thailand, breeding
butlocally (Lekagui and Round 1991) and it is likely that the same is true in
much of Taos.

BLUE-EARED KINGFISHER Alcedo meninting Frequent at all three study sites in
South and Central Laos, The only previous Lao record is of two near Ban
Namkeung-IKao in North Laos (Delacour and Greenway 1940).
Bracr-Backep KiNGFISHER Ceyx erithacus Locally common in lowlands at
Dong Hua Sac NBCA, singles on 26 March and 17 April on Phou Hinho
(Phou Xang He NBCA) and singles at X& Pian NBCA on 10 Decemberand
8 May. All previous Lao records relate to the North (Bangs and Van Tyne
1931, David-Beaulieu 1944),

BanpED KINGFISHER Lacedo pulchella Common at Phou Xang He NBCA in
semi-evergreen forest; only previously recorded in Laos in the North and
South (Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, Engelbach 1932, David-Beaulieu 1944).
Ruppy KingrisHER Halcyon coromanda At Risk in Thailand Two singles
along forest streams in Phou Xang He NBCA on 10 April (Ban Lavay) and
17 April (Phou Hinho). The only previous Lao record is of a single from
Tranninh (North Laos) on 17 April 1938 (David-Beaulieu 1944). Both
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resident and migrant populations occur in Thailand (Lekagul and Round
1991). The three Lao records, all being in April, may relate 1o migrants.
Bracr-capPED KaNGFISHER Halcyon pileata King et al. (1975) were unsure of
the seasonal status of this species in South Laos; our observations suggest that
it is only a winter migrant to this region as, although common in wetlands and
along rivers at Xé Pian NBCA during November to March, it was not
recorded there in May, nor at Dong Hua Sac NBCA in May-July.
MoustacHeED Hawk-Cuckoo Cucunlus vagans Singles in bamboo at Houay
Kua on 10 December andin degraded forest at Ban Nongping (both Xé Pian
NBCA) on 23 January. These are the first records for Indochina; no records
were traced by Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.). See Duckworth (Forkzail
this issue) for further details.

Hobeson’s Hawr-Cuckoo Cuculus fugax One adult onthe Xé Khong plains
(Xé Pian NBCA) on 6 March. This is the first record for Laos; no records
were traced by Mliikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) and it was recently recorded
in Central Annam for the first time by Robson er al. (1993a).

VioLET Cuckoo Chrysococeyx xanthorkynchus Three singles at Houay Nhang
NRon 27 October, 9 and 12 November. Historical recordsin Laos came only
from the South {(King et al. 1975). The only previous record with details is
of a male near Pakge in February 1932 (Engelbach 1932).

ALEXANDRINE PARARERT Prirtacula euparria At Risk in Thailand Recorded
only at Xé Pian NBCA and Ban Thakho where scattered pairs occupied open
forest areas. It is a popular cagebird and nest robbery is exterminating the
Thai population (Round 1988); other parakeet species were taken from the
nest at X¢é Pian NBCA (pers. obs., Cox et al. 1991).

SwirTLET Collocalia sp. Singles at Houay Nhang NR on 18 and 26 October,
on the Xé& Khong plains (Xé Pian NBCA) on 10 March and around Houay
Namphak (Dong Hua Sao NBCA) from 12 1o 24 May. On 19 March,
between Savannakhet and Paksan, many flocks of 15-20 were seen in rural
areas. At Vangviang about 40 were seen in late August; the latter three areas
contain suitable breeding habitat, the former two do not.

King er al. (1975) treated all swiftlets from Laos under C. brevirostris and
listed these only for the North. Sibley and Monroe (1990, 1993) list C.
brevirostris and C. rogersi from Laos, but not C. germani. Two historical
primary references to swiftlets in Laos were traced by Mlikovsky and Inskipp
(inprep.}. Bangs and van Tyne {1931) collected one male C. francica germani
(= C. germani) from the Nam Ou near Ban Thénkhén (North Laos) in June
1929, and David-Beaulieu (1944) recorded this form as a regular double
passage migrant through Tranninh; six males were collected. C. rogersi was
described {as C. brevirostris rogersi) from a Thai specimen; it was recorded as
breeding in the Southern Shan states {Myanmar), north-west Tonkin, North
Laos, and northern and western Thailand, wherever limestone crags occurred,
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and wintering in peninsular Thailand and Malaysia (Deignan 1955).
Unforrunately, neither the collector, the site nor the museum specimen
numbers are given for the northern Lao record of C. rogersi, but it is
presumably referable either to specimens not described in previous
publications, or to a re-identification of those of Bangs and Van Tyne or
David-Beaulieu, or both.

BrownN-BACKED NEEDLETAL Hirundapus giganteus Commonlyrecorded at all
study sites in all visits. Delacour and Jabouille (1940) and King et al. (1975)
described this species as found in north-east Laos, but did not list it from
elsewhere, The lack of historical records is probably due to identification
difficulties: neither Engelbach (1932) nor David-Beaulieu (1940-1950}
identified any needletails to species as they could not secure any specimens.
It is clearly common throughout South and Central Laos and probably
present throughout the year. [tseems to have been under-recorded elsewhere
in Indochina as the first records from North Annam came in 1988 and from
Central Annam in 1991 (Robson et al. 1993b),

MounTamn Scors-Owr Otus spilocephalus Heard nightly at Phou Xang He
NBCA between 26 March and 18 April. This species has not previously been
recorded from Central Laos, according to Mlikovsky and Inskipp (inprep.).
Tawny/Burry FisH-OwL Ketupa flavipes Globally Near-Threatened/K.
ketupu Singles seen at Houay Saoe (1, 3 and 4 December), Dong Kalo (31
January) and the X¢& Khong plains (3 and 6 March), all in Xé Pian NBCA.
These birds were along seasonal streams in semi-evergreen forest and mixed
deciduous/dry dipterocarp forest mosaic, except the Xé Khong plains
individual which was at a small pool in dry dipterocarp forest, The Xé Khong
plains bird was believed, on grounds of size, most likely to be Tawny. Tawny
Fish-Owl is known in Laos only as a very rare bird in Tranninh (David-
Beaulieu 1944). Buify Fish-Owlis known in Laos only from the South where
one was collected at Ban Thaténg in 1931 (Engelbach 1932).

SroTTED WooD-OwL Strix selopuro Calls heard near the confluence of the Xé
Khong and Xé Pian rivers (Xé Pian NBCA) on 3 March firted the description
in Lekagul and Round (1991} of the call of this species, which is not yet
recorded from Laos (Mlikovsky and Inskipp in prep.).

Brown Woob-OwL Strix leprogrammica Single records in Xé Pian NBCA
(two on 19 December; semi-evergreen forest, 200 m) and Dong Hua Sao
NBCA (8 July; mixed deciduous forest, 250 m) and one seen in Salavan
market (South Laos; R. Dobias verbally 1994), Previcusly known in Laos
only from Phéngsali and Tranninh, North Laos (Delacour 1926, Delacour
and Jabouille 1927, Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, David-Beaulicu 1944).
CoLLARED OwW1ET Glaucidium brodiel Described as occurring usually above
600 m in Thailand (Lekagul and Round 1991) yet recorded commonly at
150 m at both Xé Pian NBCA and Phou Xang He NBCA. It has been
recorded at sea level in Vietnam (C. Robson @z . 1994).
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Hopason’s FRoeMOUTH Batrachostomus hodgsont A call tape-recorded from
1,100 m on the Bolovens Plateau (Dong Hua Sac NBCA) is likely to be of
Hodgson’s Frogmouth (P. D. Round verbally 1993). The species was found
on the Bolovens Plateau in February 1932 (Dickinson 1970) and also
recorded from Ban Namkeung-Kao, North Laos (Delacour and Greenway
1940).

BoytH's FrROGMOUTH Batrachostomus affinis At Risk in Thailand Three
rypes of call heard consistently in the lowlands at X¢é Pian NBCA were tape-
recorded, one of which was also heard in the lowlands of Dong Hua Sao
NBCA, at Houay Nhang NR on 15 April and at Lao Pako in mid-April.
These resemble Javan Frogmouth’ in Thailand (P. D. Round verbally 1993),
referred by Sibley and Monroe (1990) to Blyth’s Frogmouth. No records of
this form were traced from Laos by Mlikovsky and Inskipp {(in prep.}.
YELLOW-FOOTED GREEN-PIGRON Treron phoenicoprera At Risk in Thailand
Eight in dry dipterocarp forest at Nong Puh near Ban Senhom (within Dong
Kalo) on 5 February. In Xé Pian NBCA, common {up 1o five birds per day)
onthe XéKhong plains and present at Dong Kalo in mixed deciduous forest;
birds were sometimes seen in adjacent dry dipterocarp forest.

GrEEN IMPERIAL-P1GEON Ducutla aenea At Risk in Thailand Occasicnally
seen in degraded and riverside semi-evergreen forest at Xé Pian NBCA, but
rather infrequently recorded there, deep in continuous semi-evergreen
forest; present in the lowlands but not the higher areas at Dong Hua Sao
NBCA. The species was previously recorded widely and commonly throughout
Laos (e.g. Engelbach 1932, Delacour and Jabouille 1940}

Sarus CRanNE Grus antigone Globally Near-Threatened Two adults and a
juvenile on the Xé Khong plains (Xé Pian NBCA) on 5 March. Small
numbers were previously recorded in Xé Pian NBCA by Coxetal. (1991} and
Salter (1993). This subspecies, G. a. sharpi, is already extinct in some
countries, including Thailand (Scott and Poole 1989, Lekagul and Round
1991).

MaskeDp Finroor Heliopais personata Globally Threatened Two singles on
the Xé Pian river (Xé Pian NBCA) in early March 1993. Mlikovsky and
Inskipp (in prep.) traced no previous Lao records.

Common CooT Fulica atra One at Nong Kasay (Xé Pian NBCA) on 2 and
5 January; the only previous Lao record is of one at Muang Soui, North Laos
(David-Beaulien 1944),

Eurasian WooDCOCK Scolopax rusticola Three singles in Xé Pian NBCA: 27
November (deep in semi-evergreen forest); 1 and 10 March (by the X¢é
Khampho river). The species was previously known int Laos from the North
and Cenrral regions (Delacour and Jabouille 1927, Delacour and Greenway
1940, David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-1950).
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SroTTED REDSHANK 1ringa erythropus Singlesnear Ban Phaphoon30and 31
December, then two on 2 January near Ban Phalay (Xé Pian NBCA). The
only previous Lao record was from the North, of one in Tranninh (David-
Beaulieu 1944),

Bronze-wINGED JacaNa Metopidius indicus Counts of 100 at Nong Loum and
60 at Nong Kasay supplemented smaller numbers elsewhere in Xé Pian
NBCA during January. The species was previously known in Laos only from
the Central region (Robinson and Kloss 1931, David-Beaulieu 1949-1950),
although Perennou and Mundkur (1991) recorded them at unspecified
localities in the country.

SanD PLOVER Charadrius sp. A single was scen on the Mekong at Vientiane
on 29 April. Neither Mongolian C. mongolus nor Greater C. leschenaultii are
mapped as occurring near the Mekong in Thailand (Lekagul and Round
1991). Historically, both species were rare on the Mekong at Savannakhét
(Central Laos) and 1-4 Mongolians were seen (one taken) at Xieng-
Khouang (North Laos) on 24 September 1938 (David-Beaulien 1944, 1949-
1950).

GREY-HEADED LapwinGg Vanellus cinereus Globally Near-Threatened
Common in suitable habitat in the northern zone of Xé Pian NBCA where
flocks of up to 24 were recorded from November to January; five flew over
Houay Nhang NR on 31 October; up to four were seen at Tha Ngon
Reservoir from October to December, and a single flew east along the
Mekong at Ban Thadua on 20 March.

SMmarr PraTINCOLE Glareola lactea AtRiskin Thailand Along the Xé Khong
river, 145 birds were seenin 50 km on 13 March. More were probably present
as those on shingle banks were quite unobtrusive. All further records were on
the Mekong: at the Khong-Phapheng Falls (150, 7 February); at Vientiane
{seven, 25 November; small numbers, April}; and at Savannakhét (eight, 24
March). It was previously recorded throughout Laos {(King et al. 1975),
including the Mekong at Savannakhér (David-Beaulieu 1944) and the X¢é
Khong (Engelbach 1932), while Lekagul and Round (1991) mapped the
species for the Thai bank of the Mekong opposite Vientiane.

River TERN Sterna aurantia At Risk in Thailand Three pairs and one
individual were seen along 50 km of the Xé Khong river on 13 March, Tt was
previously much more numerous, being common on large rivers almost
throughout Laos (Engelbach 1932, Delacour and Greenway 1940, David-
Beaulien 1949-1950).

Bracx-BeLLIED TERN Sterna acuricauda Globally Threatened A tern
probably of this species was seen briefly at Kong Phapeng Falls on 6
February. It was previously common over much of Laos, especially in the
South (Delacour and Jabouille 1931, Engelbach 1932, David-Beaulieu
1949-1950),
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JERDON’S Baza Awiceda jerdoni Globally Near-Threatened A single at
Houay Nhang NR on 1 November; the only previous Lao record was of one
on the Bolovens Plateau (Engelbach 1932).

BLACK-EARED KuTe Milvus neatus Singles presumed to be of this species
passed south over Houay Nhang NR on 18 and 19 October. Black Kire M.
migrans was classified by Treesucon and Round (1990) as Ar Risk in
Thailand and could occur in Laos, but was never historically confirmed.
Black-eared Kite occurred in winter and was quite frequent on plains in
South Laos and regular in Tranninh and Savannakhét (Engelbach 1932,
David-Beaulien 1944, 1949-1950) and even occurred around towns (David-
Beaulieu 1944). These past assessments contrast with out two records of
single birds and suggest that the species is now much rarer than formerly.
Braammvy Rite Haliastur indus Three singles over the Mekong: from Ban
Samkhang on 3 February, Muang Khdng on 29 January and Khong Phapeng
Falls on 6 February. It was previously described as very common on the
Mekong, Xé Khong, X¢é Don and Xé Banghiang rivers in Central and South
Laos (Engelbach 1927a, Delacour 1929, David-Beaulieu 1949-1950). This
suggests that the species has declined greatly, as it has elsewhere in South-
East Asia (van Balen ez al. 1993 and references therein).

Lesser FisH-EAaGLE Ichthvophaga huwmlis Globally Near-Threatened Several
sightings of 1-3 at the confluence of the X¢é Pian and Xé Khampho rivers in
March. Two on 13 and one on 14 February on the upper reaches of the
Houay Tanangin semi-evergreen forest (Xé Pian NBCA). Lesser and Grey-
headed Fish-Eagles are now extremely rare in South-East Asia and almost
extinct in Thailand (Lekagul and Round 1991),

Grey-uBaDpED FisH-BacLe Iehthwophaga ichthyaetus Globally Near-
Threatened One to three almost daily on 2-6 March in the Xé Khong plains
area, sometimes in the air with Lesser Fish-Eagle,

WHITE-RUMPED VULTURE Gyps bengalensis Globally Near~Threatened Up
to at least eleven in X¢ Pian NBCA, including birds in mixed flocks of
vultures totalling 40-60 at buffalo carcasses on the Xé Khong plains in
March. None was seen over Dong Kalo, a similar habitat to the Xé Khong
plains, although only four days’ fieldwork was achieved here. Qccasional
birds (on 16 December and 11 January) were seen over the main block of
semi-evergreen forest, bur they probably concentrated over more open
habirats. This species, almost extinct in Thailand (Lekagul and Round
1991), was common historically throughout Laos (Engelbach 19273, 1932,
David-Beaulien 1944, 1949-1050).

LoNG-8ILLED VULTURE Gyps indicus Globally Near-Threatened Up to at
feast ten (probably less numerous in the northern zone than the other two
vulture species) in Xé Pian NBCA, where commonest on the Xé Khong
plains. None was seen over Dong Kalo, Occasional birds (one on 11 and two
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on 12 January) were seen over the main block of semi-evergreen forest, but
birds clearly concentrated over more open habitats. Four over Attapu town
on 26 January. The species, possibly extinct in Thailand (Lekagul and Round
1991), was common historically throughout Laos, although generaily
described as the least numerous of the vultures (Engelbach 1927a, 1932,
David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-1950).

RED-HEADED VULTURE Sarcogyps calvus Globally Near-Threatened Upto
about ten in the northern zone and Xé Khong plains of Xé Pian NBCA, and
one (on 11 January) over the main block of semi-evergreen forest. One was
over Attapu town on 26 January. The species is almost extinct in Thailand
(Lekagul and Round 1991) and was common historically throughout Laos
(Engelbach 1927a, 1932, David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-1950).

SHORT-TOED SNAKE-EAGLE Circaerus gallicius One north of Muang Khéng
over Route 13 on 8 February. Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced no
previous Lao records.

Rurous-wmiGeEp BuzzarD Butastur liventer Globally Near-Threatened
Fairly common in dry dipterocarp forest on the Xé Khong plains and Dong
Kalo (Xé Pian NBCA) and in similar forest in and around Phou Xang He
NBCA. Birds were seen less frequently in mixed deciduous forest and a
mosaic of other habitats in the northern fringe of Xé Pian NBCA. Two were
seen in scrub by Route 13, south of Ban Paknamkading (North Laos) on 20
November. Historically it was fairly common in dry dipterocarp forest in
Savannalkhét province and around Palxe (Engelbach 1932, David-Beaulieu
1949-1950), though it was not previously recorded from the North.
BooTeD BaGLE Hieraaetus pennatus One flew north-west over Ban Phalay (Xé
Pian NBCA) on 5 January. Mlikoysky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced no
previous records from Indochina. It is a very scarce migrant to Thailand
(Lekagul and Round 1991). See Duckworth (Forkrail this issue) for further
details.

Rurous-BELLIED BEAGLE Hieraaetus kienerii Single adults over Nong Loumon
2 and 4 January and over Ban Kiatngong on 3 January (all Xé Pian NBCA).
Juveniles were seen on the Xé Khong plains (X¢& Pian NBCA) on 12 March
and at Quan Moor (Dong Hua Sac NBCA) on 3 July, Mlikovsky and Inskipp
(in prep.) traced no previous Lao records.

WHITE-RUMPED FaLcon Polihierax insignis Globally Near-Threatened
Recorded only in Xé Pian NBCA, in Dong Kalo around Ban Phonvisai and
Houay Kaliang, and once on the Xé Khong plains (5 March), mostly in dry
dipterocarp forest. The peak daily count was two. It was considered a ‘scarce
orendangered lowland forest specialist’ in Thailand by CCB (1992). Historically
it was very common in dry dipterocarp forest in Savannakhét, widespread
although localized in the Salavan area and not known from North Laos
(Engelbach 1932, Delacour and Jabouille 1940, David-Beaulieu 1949-1950),
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Lesser/Common KusTREL Falee naumanni Globally Threatened/F.
tinnunculus Single unidentified kestrels were seen over Houay Nhang NR on
19 October and near Don Chuan Sandbank (Vientiane) on 26 November,
Lesser Kestrel was common in Tranninh (North Laos; David-Beaulieu
1944). Common Kestre] was very common in winter in Tranninh (Delacour
and Jabouille 1927, David-Beaulieu 1944} and occurred on passage in
Central Laos (David-Beaulieu 1949-1950). Commeon Kestrel was recorded
recently in North Annam for the first time by Robson et al. (1993a), whereas
Lesser Kestrel is not known from Vietnam (Miikovsky and Inskipp in prep.).
OrienTaL HoBBY Falco severus One at Ban Phapho (Xé Pian NBCA) on 31
December and singles on 3 July at Quan Moor and on 8 July at Ban Houeiton
{Dong Hua Sao NBCA). The species was previously known in Laos only
from one specimen and a handful of sightings in North Laos (David-Beaulieu
1944).
ORIENTAL DARTER Anhinga melanogaster Globally Near-Threatened At
Dong Hua Sao NBCA one was seen on 20 and 26 May feeding at Nong Hia
{a deep water pool) and also flying over forest 3 km to the south on 26 May.
None was seen during intensive fieldwork in nearby Xé Pian NBCA and
although Bung-Gnai Kiatngong (X¢é Pian NBCA) reputedly supports the
species (Scott 1989}, this appears to stem from unsubstantiated local reports
(R. E. Salter verbally 1993). It was formerly common in much of Laos (e.g.
Engelbach 1932, David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-1950).
Grey HErow Ardea cinerea At Risk in Thailand Frequent on wetlands at
X¢ Pian NBCA. Grey Heron was also seen at Tha Ngon wetlands (five on
30 October) and two at a reservoir near Phou Xang He NBCA on 20 March.
PourpLE HERON Ardea purpurea At Riskin Thailand Frequent on wetlands
at X¢é Pian NBCA. Two were on lowland wetlands at Dong Hua Sao NBCA
on 18, 25 and 28 May. One flew north over the corridor of Phou Xang He
NBCA on 8 April and a single was at Don Chuan Sandbank, Vientiane, on
4 May,
CaTTLE BGRET Bubulcus ibis A roost of over 1,000 egrets (including 520
Cattle Egrets) was found at Bung-Gnai Kiamngong (Xé Pian NBCA) in
December, The roost was not present in early January {although the species
still abounded in the area). The species was not recorded at Xé Pian NBCA
in May or at Dong Hua Sao NBCA in May-July. King et /. (1975) implied
thatitis resident throughout Laos; this assessment is not supported by these
observations. Historically, it was particularly commen in South Laos, with
good numbers in May as well as December on the lower Xé Don (Engelbach
1927a).
Cninese PonNp-HERON Ardeola bacchus Pond-Herons were very common
(with a peak count of over 1,000 at Bung-Gnai Kiatngong marsh in January)
at X¢ Pian NBCA from November to March. By March some were assuming
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breeding plumage and became identifiable to species. No Javan Pond-
Herons A. speciosa, which could also occur (although as yet unrecorded),
were found. They were still common in ’hou Xang He NBCA in March and
April, bur ar Dong Hua Sao NBCA (May - July) birds were merely
occasional. They were rare ar Xé Pian NBCA in May, Birds are hence
presumed to be largely or entirely non-breeding migrants to South Laos.
Kingetal. (1975) were uncertain of its seasonal status in the South although
Engelbach (1932) had already found that it was almost absent after a heavy
May passage until late September.

Maravan Nigurr-HERON Gorsachius melanolophus At Risk in Thailand
Common in degraded lowlands (250 m) around middle Houay Namphak
(Dong Hua Sao NBCA) during 12-24 May with eight individuals heard
calling and several seen. One provisional record over Houay Saoce (Xé Pian
NBCA) on 27 November. It was found in wooded regions throughout Laos
(Delacour and Jabouille 1931, 1940), but Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.)
traced no primary records to detail this.

ScCHRENCK’s BrTTeRN Ixobrychus eurhythmus Globally Near-Threatened
Single adult males at Houay Nhang NR at a pool in dry paddy within forest
(25 October) and at Xé Pian NBCA on lotus ponds near Ban Phalay (11
January). The only previous Lao record is of one male in April at Xieng-
Khouang (North Laos; David-Beaulieu 1944).

GREAT BiTTERN Boraurus stellaris Singles at Bung Gnai-Kiatngong wetlands
(Xé Pian NBCA) on 24 November and 29 December. The sole previous
record in Laos was from Ban Latsén (Tranninh, North Laos) on 2 February
1940 (David-Beaulieu 1944).

WHITE-SHOULDERED IBIS Pseudibis davisoni Globally Threatened A single
on the X¢é Khong plains on 5, 6 and 12 March. The only other recent records
anywhere in the world come from one site in southern Vietnam and from
several in Kalimantan (Holmes 1991, Robson et al, 1993b). Scott’s (1989)
listing of ibises from Bung-Gnai Kiamgong (Xé Pian NBCA) was probably
based on local reports (R. E. Salter verbally 1993). In Laos it was formerly
much more common and occurred throughout; in the Southern and Central
regions it was frequent on the middle and lower Xé Banghiang, the X¢ Don,
the X¢é Khong, the Mekong and the Xé Pian rivers (Engelbach 1932,
Delacour and Jabouille 1931, David-Beaulieu 1949-1950).

Gi1aNT IBis Pseudibis gigantea Globally Threatened Two singles in Xé Pian
NBCA: ata pool on the seasonally dry Houay Kaliang river (3 February) and
by the Xé Pian river (13 March}. The two sites are 50 km apart. These are
the first records for over 40 years from anywhere in the species’s restricted
world range (Collar er al. 1994). It may formerly have been more common
and widespread in Laos, although it was never as common as White-
shouldered Ibis (Engelbach 1951), Further details of recent and historical
records are given in Thewlis (in prep. a).
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WOOLLY-NECKED STORK Ciconia episcopus At Risk in Thailand Birds were
seen soaring over Xé Pian NBCA frequently, usually singly; feeding
concentrations {all at dried or drying pools in wooded areas) included three
near Ban Phapho on 17 December and three at saltlicks near Houay Kuaon
27 December (both Xé P'ian NBCA) and five west of Ban Xot (Dong Kalo)
on 5 February. One was seen from a bus from Route 13 between Ban
Thangbeng and Ban Nasenphan on 28 January in open dry dipterocarp
woodland just west of & Pian NBCA. A breeding colony in foresteast of Ban
Pakbo (Xé Pian NBCA) has been reported (Salter 1993). Two were seen in
the lowlands of Dong Hua Sao NBCA on 14 and 25 May.

LEssEr ADJUTANT Leptoptilos javanicus Globally Threatened Onlyrecorded
from Xé Pian NBCA: four singles (one feeding, three soaring) in the northern
fringe areaon 1,4, 6 and 12 January; two singles at Dong Kaloon 31 January
and 1 February; and up to five rogether on the X& IKhong plains with daily
records of smaller numbers there during 3-13 March. Xé Pian NBCA clearly
has moderate numbers of this ‘excellent indicator of the health of local
wetlands® (Scott 1989).

Brue-rumreD PiTTa Pitta soror Globally Near-Threatened Common in
primary and moderately degraded semi-evergreen forest at Xé Pian NBCA,
but much scarcer in deciduous forests there. One was recorded in the
fowlands of Dong Hua Sac NBCA near the Houay Namphak on 16 May
(there were few suitable paths for observing pittas in this area). It was not
found at Phou Xang He NBCA {where there were also few suitable paths).
Although King et al. (1975) considered that the species was possibly absent
from Central Laos, Delacour (1929) had already noted it in this region, at
Ban Napé. Engelbach (1932) did not find it above 800 m in Sourh Laos,
below which it was frequent on the north-east slopes of the Belovens Plateau.
All our observations were between 150 and 500 m, which contrasts with its
assessment as a mountain species by King ef al. (1975) and Lekagul and
Round (1991; usually above 900 m), but accord with its status in Vietnam
where it is common down to 50 m {Robsoen et al. 1989).

Bar-BELLIED PrrTa Pitza elliorii Globally Near~-Threatened The abundance
of this pitta in semi-evergreen forest ar Xé Pian NBCA mirrored that of Blue-
rumped Pitta, although it was recorded more commonly than that species in
deciduous forests. At Phou Xang He NBCA, it was recorded mainly by call
and was common in the same habitats as at Xé Pian NBCA. At Dong Hua
Sao NBCA it was common in lowland semi-evergreen forest {including
logged areas), and the lower hill slopes up to at least 400 m, but was notfound
on the plateau. The populations at all three sites were probably large; status
assessment was facilitated by its distinctive call, One at Lao Pako near the
lower Nam Ngum river from 17 to 19 April was in heavily degraded forest
dominated by bamboo. The previous Lao records were only from the South:
it was recorded by Engelbach (1932; a skin from Artapu and three birds from
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the more gentle slopes of the Bolovens Plateau) and Oustalet (1899-1903; a
single from an uncertain location probably in South Laos).

Dusky Broaperos Corvdon sumatranus A group of about six was observed
nest-building on Phou Xang He in semi-evergreen forest on 29-31 March.
Kingetal (1975) recorded the species in Laos only from the South, following
Delacour and Jabouille (1940}, but Bangs and Van T'yne (1931) recorded
one at Ban Thangon (North Laos) in July 1929,

BLACR-AND-RED BROADBILL Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos At Risk in
Thailand Commonly recorded in Xé Pian NBCA and Dong Hua Sao
NBCA, usuallyin lowland semi-evergreen forest or mixed deciduous forest,
degraded or otherwise, and often but not always close to water. One was seen
visiting a nest beside apoolat 150 min Dong Hua Sao NBCA on 25-26 May.
No previous Lao record was traced by Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.).
Banpep BroaDsitL Eurylaimus javanicus Ubiquitous in primary and degraded
semi-evergreen forest at Phou Xang He NBCA with many heard (and
sometimes seen) daily. One was heard at Phou Khao Khouay NBCA on 15
April. King er al. (1975) recorded the species in Laos only from the South,
following Delacour and Jabouille {1940). Bangs and Van Tyne (1931)
however recorded one at Ban Thangon (North Laos) in July 1929,
YELLOW-BREASTED MaGPIE Cissa Avpolenca Globally Near-Threatened
Common in primary semi-evergreen forest in flattish areas with extensive
bamboo at Xé Pian NBCA; scarcer in more degraded areas of the same
habitat, A call believed to be diagnostic of the species was heard once at Dong
Hua Sao NBCA on 20 May (in lowland semi-evergreen forest similar to that
in which it was recorded in Xé Pian NBCA). This apparent restriction
contrasts with the situation in Thailand, where the species has a wide
aldtudinal range (Round 1988), and in Viernam, where it occurs commonly
on hill slopes as well as in the lowlands (Robson ez al. 1989). Engelbach
(1932) captured one at the foot of the Bolovens Plateau and this is the only
previous Lao record.

MAaRrOON ORIOLE Oriolus raillii One was seen at 150 m on 19 and 20 January
near Ban Taong (XéPian NBCA) and there were occasional singles down to
200 m at Dong Hua Sac NBCA between 12 and 24 May. In Thailand it
usually occurs above 800 m (Lekagul and Round 1991) while King et al.
(1975) listed the species’ usual altitudinal range in South-East Asia as 600-
2,100 m; however in Vietnam it was recorded as low as 100 m (Robson et al.
1993a). In South Laos it was previously found to be frequent above 800 m
{Engelbach 1932), as it was at Dong Hua Sac NBCA in 1993.
BrROWN-RUMPED MINIVET Pericrocotiis cantonensis Globally Near-Threatened
Small numbers at Xé Pian NBCA in semi-evergreen forest and mixed
deciduous forest and Phou Xang He NBCA in secondary growth and mixed
deciduous forest, Previous Lao records came only from the South: from the
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Muang Taoy region, the upper Xé Khong, Champasak and the north-east
slopes of the Bolovens (Engelbach 1932),

Even males of this species are easily confused with Ashy Minivet P. divaricatus
unless the rump or flank colour is clearly seen (see King et al. 1975; contra
Lekagul and Round 1991) and thus many birds seen in 1992 and 1993
remained unidentified, Dozens of skins of both species were examined at the
British Musewn (Tring). Male Brown-rumped has a blackish-grey crown
which is only slightly less black than that of Ashy (the difference is difficult
to detect in the field). On Brown-rumped the white of the forehead extends
a little way above and behind the eye, but it does not extend beyond the eye
of Ashy Minivet. This extension is sometimes not, however, particularly
obvious, contra King er al. {1975). The upperparts of Brown-rumped are
tinged with brown and the underparts have a rich brownish wash, especialty
on the flanks, which contrast with the cleaner grey on the upperparts and
cleaner white on the underparts of Ashy. Brown-rumped has often been
considered conspecific with Rosy Minivet P. roseus (e.g. King et al. 1975,
Lekagul and Round 1991} which was recorded twice at Houay Nhangon 12
Qctober and 14 November, and once at Xé Pian NBCA on 18 February.
WHITE-BROWED FANTAIL RAtpidura aureola Fairly common in dry dipterocarp
forest at Dong Kalo and on the Xé Khong plains (X¢é Pian NBCA). The only
previous account from Laos was that birds were common in dry dipterocarp
forest in Savannakhét province (Central Laos) and occurred less frequently
in denserforest types there {David-Beaulieu 1949-1950). The lack ofrecords
from Phou Xang He NBCA is thus surprising.

Crow-BILLED DrRONGO Dicrurus annectans Unrecorded except at PhouXang
He NBCA during April when up to four were seen daily between 9 and 22
April. It is only a passage migrant to most of Thailand (Lekagul and Round
1991); this seems true also for Central Laos. King et al. {(1975) listitin Laos
only as a migrant to the South (which we did not visit during the main passage
periods), where it has been recorded at Salavan and from dense forests of the
Xé Don plains (Engelbach 1932).

LEssER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO Dicrurus remifer Common at all altitudes
down to 150 m at all four study sites. In Thailand it is usually above 800 m
(Lekagul and Round 1991), although in Vietnam it occurs down to the
lowlands (Robson ez al. 1993a).

BLUE WHIsTLING-THRUSH Myiophonus caeruleus Common at Xé Pian NBCA,
where there were only yellow-billed birds at Houay Saoe, Houay Kua (both
visited in December) and the Xé Khampho river (March). Both black- and
vellow-billed birds occurred at Houay Tapkua and Dong Kalo (both
February). Occasional at Phou Xang He NBCA where yellow-billed birds
were noted and Dong Hua Sao NBCA where bill colours were not recorded.
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SIBERIAN THRUSH Zoothera sibirica One flushed from a stream at Phou Hinho
(PhouXang He NBCA) on 15 April; previous Lao records relate only to the
North where it sometimes occurred in small flocks (Bangs and Van Tyne
1931, David-Beaulieu 1944). It was recently recorded for the first time from
Central Annam (Robson er al. 19932).

Eurasian BLACKRIRD Turdus merula One on sand banks of the Xé Khampho
river on 6 March. It was previcusly recorded in Laos from the North (eastern
part) and Centre {Delacour and Jabouille 1927, David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-
1950) and there is only one Thai record (Lekagul and Round 1991). In
Vietnam, it has been recorded from several localities in Central Annam
{Delacour and Jabouille 1931, Robson ez al. 1993b). King ez al. (1975) list
none from Cambodia or Malaysia, and Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.)
trace no records from Catnbodia. The Xé Pian NBCA record appears to be
the most southerly in Indochina and possibly South-East Asia to date.
Dark-sIDED FLycaTcHER Muscicapa sibivica One at Ban Nalay (Phou Xang
He NBCA) on 21 April. King et al. (1975) listed it in Laos only from the
North (following Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, David-Beaulieu 1944), although
it was found in small numbers on passage in Savannakhét (Central Laos) and
in winter in the South near Salavan and the Muang Taocy region (Engelbach
1932, David-Beaulieu 1949-1950).

WHITE-GORGETED RUFOUS-BROWED FLYCATCHER Ficedula mnonileger/F, solitaris
Common in hill evergreen forest on the Bolovens Plateau (Dong Hua Sao
NBCA). Birds were rather variable and showed a wide variation in plumage
between individuals, including a surprising mix of characters of the two
species. Many birds exhibited buff rather than silky white supercilia and too
small a dark margin to the gorget for F. monileger. These characters fit F. m.
monileger, brut the range of this subspecies is the eastern Himalayas. White-
gorgeted Flycatcher was recorded from the high Bolovens (but probably not
in Dong Hua Sac NBCA) by Engelbach (1932) and ten specimens of F. m.
leucops collected there were examined at the Brirish Museum (Tring) and
showed none of the variability we observed. White-gorgeted was also
recorded previously in Tranninh, Lo-Tiac and Phéngsali North Laos) and
east of Ban Napé (Centre) (Delacour and Jabouille 1927, Delacour 1929,
Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, Delacour and Greenway 1940, David-Beaulieu
1944). No records of Rufous-browed Flycatcher were traced from Laos by
Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.).

Lrrrie Pien FLycaTcHER Ficedula westermanni Birds at Houay Nhang NR
{a male and female on 6, 7, 11, 12 November and 10 January) and Xé Pian
NBCA on 16 and 23 December at 200-300 m were significantly lower than
the altitudinal limits in King er al. (1975: 900 m) and Lekagul and Round
(1991: 700 m). It may disperse locally to lower altitudes during the non-
breeding season.
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BLUE-AND-wHITE FLYCATCHER Cvanopiila cyanomelana As well as one at the
Xé Khong plains (X¢ Pian NBCA) on 7 March, the species was fairly
common at Phou Xang He NBCA during 24 March to 18 April. The only
prior Lao record concerns one on Phou Kobo (North Laos; David-Beaulieu
1944).
WHITE-TATLED FLYCATCHER Cyornis concretus One male was along a stream
at Phou Hinho (Phou Xang He NBCA) on 24 March. Although recorded in
Laosonly from the North by King eral. (1975), twohadbeenrecorded at Ban
Nape and one at Nam Theun (both Central Laos) by Delacour (1929).
HamianN BLUB-FLYCATCHER Cyernis hainanus Although common at all sites
from October to March, none was recorded at Dong Hua Sao NBCA in May
-July or at Xé Pian NBCA in May, suggesting that itis merely a non-breeding
migrant to these parts of southern Laos. It was a double passage migrant in
Tranninh (David-Beaulieu 1944); unfortunately, Engelbach (1932) did not
discuss seasonality in the South. The species was regarded as resident in Laos
(King et al. 1975) and in adjacent parts of Thailand (.ekagul and Round
1991).
Brue-tHROATED FLycaTCHER Cyornis vubeculoides A single of the resident
form C. . klossion 19 June at 800 m (Dong Hua Sao NBCA) and one, which
resembled C. r. glaucicomans, on 31 March at 300 m on Phou Xang He (Phou
Xang He NBCA). The species was recorded in Laos only for the South by
King eral. (1975) which relares to one from Tiacam on the Bolovens Plateau
(Delacour 1929). There is one specimen of C. . klossi at the British Museum
{Tring) of an adult male in fresh plumage, wing 71 mm, from Ban Thaténg,
Bolovens Plateau, collected by Jean Delacour on 9 December 1931 (P. R.
Colston, verbally 1995),
Pyomy Brue FLycatcHER Muscicapella hodgsoni Five singles in June around
1,100 m near the Upper Houay Namphak in primary forest and near Ban
Nongluang in a degraded forest fragment (Dong Hua Sac NBCA) are the
firstrecords for Laos, as none was traced by Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.).
GrEy-HEADED CANARY-FLYCATCHER Culicicapa cevionensis Although common
in X¢é Pian NBCA during December to February, this species was not
recorded from Xé Pian NBCA or lowland Dong Hua Sao NBCA in May-
July. However, it was common on the Bolovens Plateau (Dong Hua Sao
NBCA) during this period (the breeding season}. Birds became less common
at Phou Xang He NBCA between mid-March and mid-April. Several singles
were seen in Vientiane gardens between 2 November and 22 January,
although notin other months, It seems that this species does not breed in the
studied areas of lowland Laos, although it does so at higher altitudes, and in
winter is one of the commonest lowland forest birds. The species is only a
non-breeding migrant to east Thailand (Lekagul and Round 1991); King et
al. (1975) were ambignous about the species’s seasonal status in Laos. [t was
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described as sedentary and very common in Tranninh (David-Beaulieu
1944). It was common around Ban Napé (Central Laos; Delacour 1929) and
inthe North (Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, Delacour and Greenway 1940) and
one of the commonest birds in South Laos at all altitudes (Engelbach 1927a,
1932}, although no reference was made to its seasonality by these larter
authors.

ORANGE-FLANKED BUsH-ROBIN Tarsiger cyanurus One adult male in forest
near Ban Tauang (X¢ Pian NBCA) at 150 m on 24 January. It usually occurs
in Thailand above 1,200 m (Lekagul and Round 1991) and was not listed for
South Laos by King et al. (1975), although it winters commonly in North
Laos andis known from the Centre (Delacour 1929, Delacour and Greenway
1940, David-Beaulieu 1944).

WEITE-TAILED RoBN Cinclidium lewcurum One at 200 m at Houay Saoe (Xé
Pian NBCA) on 1 Decermber. It usually occurs above 1,000 m in Thailand
(Lekagul and Round 1991) and above 1,100 m in South-East Asia (King ez
al. 1975).

WHITE-CROWNED FORKTAIL Enfcurus leschenauiti Common at Phou Xang He
NBCA on streams on Phou Hinho; King ez al. {1975} do not list the species
for Central Laos, although it had been recorded at Ban Napeé by Delacour
(1929).

Green CocHoa Cochoa wiridis Globally Near-Threatened Irequently
heard and occasionally seen in hill evergreen forest (including some isolated
fragments) on the Bolovens Plateau (Dong Hua Sao NBCA). It was
previously recorded from the Bolovens Plateau (Delacour 1932, Engelbach
1932) as well as the North (Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, David-Beaulieu
19443,

CoMMON StToNECHAT Saxicola torguata Birds of the resident race S. &
praewalskii abounded on the Bolovens Plaicau (Dong Hua Sao NBCA), as
recognised by Engelbach (1932). 8. t. przewalskii was listed in Laos only for
Ban Nonghet (North Laos) by Delacour and Jabouille (1940) and King ez al.
(1975) stated that the species was only a migrant to Central and South Laos.
The migrant race S. & stejuegeri commonly recorded in 1992-1993, occurs
across all of Laos (Delacour and Jabouille 1940).

(GOLDEN-CRESTED MYNA Ampeliceps coronatus At Risk in Thailand This
quiet, canopy-haunting species was frequent to occasional at X¢é Pian NBCA,
PhouXang He NBCA and Dong Hua Sao NBCA and was most often seen in
degraded or forest edge habitats but could have been frequently overlooked.
Past records, from throughout Laos, also refer to its scarcity and local
distribution (Engelbach 1927a, 1932, David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-1950).
Hor Myna Gracula religiosa At Risk in Thailand Common in all habitats
with large trees, including degraded dry forest close to villages at X¢é Pian
NBCA, Phou Xang He NBCA and below 400 m at Dong Hua Sao NBCA,
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with small numbers also seen at Khonphapheng Falls and Ban Samkhang.
Flocks sometimes exceeded 20. Villagers were seen with young very freshiy
taken from the nest in Phou Xang He NBCA,; it is very popular in the cage-
bird trade in Thailand (Round 1988), as it is in Laos.
BLACK-THROATED TIT Aegithalos concinnus At Risk in Thailand Common
on the Bolovens Plateau (Dong Hua Sac NBCA) especially in disturbed
areas and forest edge. Engelbach (1932) also found it frequently elsewhere
on this plateau. Two individuals had white throats flecked with black: from
examination of skins in the British Museum (Tring) this is a character of
immature birds.
Prant MARTIN Riparia paludicola At Risk in Thailand Two near Ban
Phapho on 31 December with a feeding party of hirundines. Historically the
species was much more common and recorded widely throughour the
country (Engelbach 1932, Delacour and Greenway 1940, David-Beaulien
1949-1950).
WIRE-TAILED SWaLLow Hirundo smithii At Riskin Thailand Two at Khong-
Phapheng Falls on 4-7 February seemed to be prospecting rocks for nesting
sites. The only other records were of a single at nearby Ban Thakho on 4
February and a flock of abourt 20 on the Xé Khong river on 13 March. This
species was apparently commener in the past; in the early 1930s several
thousands flocked on riverside rocks in Savannakhér and it abounded on the
Mekong and Xé Khong and middle and lower stretches of the Xé Banghiang
rivers (Engelbach 1932, David-Beaulieu 1949-1950).
RED-RUMPED SwarLow Hirundo daurica Fairly common over cultivation at
Xé Pian NBCA and Houay Nhang NR between November and January, but
not recorded from Phou Xang He NBCA and Dong Hua Sac NBCA; many
birds had probably departed from Laos prior to ficldwork at these {wo sites
(mid March tolate July). Previously, it was recorded from Attapu (January),
Nam M#é (February), Ban Thaténg (Bolovens Plateau; December) and near
Champasak in January (Qustalet 1899-1903, Engelbach 1932).
STRIATED SwaLLow Hirundo striclata Commor, usually in flocks of under a
dozen, from April to July at Phou Xang He NBCA and Dong Hua Sao NBCA
around rocky outcrops and over adjacent cultivation. They were not recorded
at the other study sites, perhaps because these areas lacked rocky outcrops.
Ansed nest presumably of this species was found at Vangviang ina limestone
cavern. Previous Lao records come from the North (Tranninh, where a
common resident: Xieng-Khouang, Nam-Kheung, Phéngsali and the Nam
Ou) and South, from the lower X¢ Don river where it was observed in all
seasons (Delacour and Jabouille 1925, 1927, Bangs and Van Tyne 1931,
Engelbach 1932, David-Beauliecu 1944). Resident birds of this or the
preceding species were observed around Savannakhét (David-Beaulieu
1949-1950).
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Two forms of Red-rumped and Striated Swallows, which were considered
conspecific by Lekagul and Round (1991) and by King et al. (1975), were
recognisable in the field. Many skins of each examined at the British Museum
(Tring) confirmed that the two species were involved; the relevant races were
H. d. japonica (all likely migrant races of this species are very similar), H. s.
stanfordi and possibly H. 5. mayri (these latter two resembled each other). All
striolata and some daurica had dark chesmut rumps, whereas most daurica
had fawn resmps. Throat streaking was denser and slightly thicker on striolata
compared with daurica, giving the former a darker throat, Breast and belly
streaking was bolder in sirolaza, giving it an overall darker tone. Tt also was [ess
apt 1o have a buff wash on the underparts, although some were as buffy as
daurica. The rufous nape patch was more developed in daurica, atleast as spurs
from the ear-coverts to the nape-sides. Some striolara had a chestnut nape-band
too, but it was always weak and broken. MacKinnon and Phillipps (1993)
claimed that H, striolata lacks any chestnut on the nape; this is as incorrect for
the Greater Sundas asitis for Indochina. In the field, H, strivlatalooked darker,
dulier, bigger, heavier and more menacing than did H. daurica.

Separation of the two species is likely to be easierin Indochina than in some
other areas of sympatry, because H. s. stanford: is a particularly large race
(Delacour 1951).

NEPAL, HouseE-MARTIN Delichon nipalensis Fundreds fed over forest and
scrub from the foothills up to the platean at Dong Hua Sao NBCA from May
to July. In South-East Asia it is known from parts of Myanmar and north-west
Tonkin, with one record of about 30 from north-east Thailand (King et al.
1975, Tye and Tye 1986). Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced no
previous Lao records, but presumably the species breeds commonly on the
Bolovens Plateau.

GoLDEN-HEADED CisTicoLa Cisticola exilis At least six by the Mekong in
Vientiane between 12 January and 13 March. This is the first record in Laos
(itis notlisted by Mlikovsky and Inskipp in prep.), although it is known from
the Thai bank of this stretch of the Mekong (Lekagul and Round 199 DIt
secems that the species has extended its range in Indochina as a result of
deforestation (Robson et al. 1993b).

PaLLAS’S GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER Locustella certhiola One on 3 and 4 January
in a small marsh near Ban Phalay (Xé Pian NBCA). The very similar
Middendorff’s Grasshopper-Warbler L. ochotensis, which may occur in
Indochina (King er al. 1975), was not eliminated. King et al. {1975) listitin
Laos as a migrant only to the North and it has only recently been recorded
in mainland Vietnam (Robson et al. 1993a).

BLACK-BROWED REED-WARBLER Acrocephalus bistrigiceps Locally common in
wetlands at Xé Pian NBCA and Dong Hua Sao NBCA. King ¢t al. (1975)
listed it for Laos only as a migrant to the North and Centre,
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GREAT/CLAMOROUS REED-WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceusiA. stentoreus
Singles in wetlands at X¢é Pian NBCA on 4, 5 and 12 January, X¢ Khong
plains on I March, and Dong Hua Sac NBCA on 22 May. Neither species
has been previously recorded in South Laos; King et al. {1975) stated that
Great Reed-Warbler is a common migrant to Central and North Lzaos and
they excluded Clamorous Reed-Warbler from Laos. Birds of one of these two
species were common during the rainy season in Savannakhét and Great
Reed-Warbler was arare passage visitor to Tranninh (David-Beaulieu 1944,
1948, 1949-1950). The form orientalis was not recorded from Laos by
Pelacour and Jabouille (1940).

CLAMOROUS REED-WARBLER (A, 5. brunnescens) was recorded from the North,
in Tranninh, as a rare passage migrant by David-Beaulicu (1940 and 1948).
In the 1948 paper, David-Beaulieu re-identified all his previous (1940)
records of A. s. brunnescens as A. a. orientalis and also announced the presence
of A. s, brunnescens in Tranninh for the first time. A. 5. brunnescens was listed
for Tranninh by Delacour and Jabouille (1940) presumably on the authority
of David-Beaulieu (1940).

Great Reed Warbler was recently recorded for the first time in South

Annam (Robson et al. 1993b),

YELLOW-STREAKED WARBLER Phylloscopus armandii One in dry paddyfield
scrub at Houay Nhang NR on 4 November; the three previous Lao records
were in April (all North Laos; Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, David-Beaulieu
1944).

ArcTic WARBLER Phylloscopus borealis Two at Houay Nhang NR on 19
January contrasted with frequent records of the species there in October; the
species declined noticeably in abundance during the survey period of mid
Qctober to mid November. Its presence so far north (18°N) in January is
surprising as records in Xé Pian NBCA were only occasional and in Thailand
the species winters south of 15°N (Lekagul and Round 1991).

ReEp-TALED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garridax milner Globally Near-Threatened
Commuon in hill evergreen forest at Dong Hua Sao NBCA above 1,100 m,
burnotfound innon-forest habitats. By contrastitinhabits scrubin Thailand
(Round 1988). Engelbach (1932) found it common on the Bolovens Platean
above 800 m. This population is a separate endemic subspecies, G. w. virryri,
from those in Myanmar and North Laos (Delacour 1932, Deignan 1964).
ABBOTT 8 BABSLER Malacocincla abbotti Common in degraded forestat Phou
Kang He NBCA, occasional in the northern fringe of X¢ Pian NBCA and the
lowlands of Dong Hua Sao NBCA, with a few records from the primary semmi-
evergreen forest of Xé Pian NBCA. The only previous Lao record is from the
North: one was taken at Muang Huong (on the border of Vientiane and
Tranninh provinces) in December 1942 {(David-Beaulieu 1944).
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ScaLy-crowNED BaesrLer Malacopteron cineressn  Common in all semi-
evergreen forest areas at Phou Xang He NBCA. The species was recorded
for Laos only in the South (Qustalet 1899-1903, Engelbach 1932) where it
was still common in 1992-1993. Flocks, particularly in Xé Pian NBCA, were
often followed by one or two Asian Paradise-flycatchers Terpsiphone paradisi.
CO‘RAL—B]ILED SCIMITAR-BARBLER Pomatorhinus ferruginosus Several groups of
a distinctive scimitar-babbler were seen, and tape-recorded, in the understorey
of hill evergreen forest at approximately 1,100 m on the Bolovens Plateau
{Dong Hua Sao NBCA). The stout short red bill, long black face mask and
other features fit Coral-billed, whose nearest known populations are in
Tranninh, North Laos (IDavid-Beaulieu 1944) and at Nam Theun, Central
Laos (Evans and Timmins in prep.). However that species should show a
bright buffy breast and belly, whereas the birds in Dong Hua Sac NBCA were
almost entirely white below with limited buff on flanks. Skins at the British
Museum (Tring) had variable underparts: although allhad a strong wash on
the breast and belly, none was as pale underneath as the Dong Hua Sao NBCA
birds. Furthermore, all the skins examined (about 25), possessed a marked
black border to the crown; such a feature was not noted on the birds in Dong
Hua Sao NBCA and certainly was not well marked if it was ever present.
GRE&_{—THROATED BABBLER Stachyris nigriceps At Phou Xang He NBCA this
species was common on Phou Hinho. Although not listed for Central Laos
by King ez al. (1975), Delacour {(1929) collected eight specimens from Ban
Napé and Nam Theun.

GrEY-FACED T1T-BaBBLER Macronous kelleyi Globally Near-Threatened
Very common in the main semi-evergreen forest block and in riverine semi-
evergreen forest at Dong Kalo (Xé Pian NBCA) and in primary semi-
evergreen forest at Dong Hua Sao NBCA. Less common in Phou Xang He
NBCA. It was scarcer in heavily degraded areas; all records came from below
400 m. The only previous Lac record is from dense lowland forest near Pakxe
(Engelbach 1932) and those from Phou Xang He NBCA are thus the first
published for Central Laos.

RUFOUS-THROATED RULVETTA Aletippe rufogularis Globally Near-Threatened
Locally common in semi-evergreen forest at Phou Xang He NBCA, but
seemed to be intolerant of degradation and fragmentation at this site. It was
previously known from many areas in Central and North Laos, in some of
which it was very common (Baker 1920, Delacour and Jabouille 1927,
Delacour 1929, Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, David-Beaulieu 1944).
MouNTaN FurLverta Akippe peracensis Two forms of Mountain Fulvetra
were seen, referred to here as form A and form B. Form A was abundant in
Ké Ptan NBCA, Dong Hua Sao NBCA and Phou Xang He NBCA. At Xé
Pian NBCA it was common in litife-degraded semi-evergreen forest but was
found only once in degraded semi-evergreen forest (below 200 m). Although
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not found during 15 days at 300-500 m in the Houay Tapkua valley, form A
was seen at 200 m just east of these hills. Thus, in Xé Pian NBCA itappeared
to avoid degraded areas, non-evergreen forest and altitudes over 200 m. In
DongHua Sao NBCA, by contrast, form A was commeon in both pristine and
heavily-degraded forest, and even overgrown coffee plantations, up to 400 m,
but not above, In Phou Xang He NBCA form A was common in semi-
evergreen forest and also in forest isolates in the largely degraded corridor.
Form A birds possessed a grey face (which fell short of the rear end of the
black face-stripe) and crown which were less pure grey than those of form B.
The flanks were strongly suffused brownish with a paler wash extending
across the breast, belly and throat. The pale eyering was less prominent than
in form B. The bili was brownish. These birds fit A. p. grotei. "This form (as
A. nipalensis majory was rare below 500 m on the flanks of the Bolovens
Plateau and near Pakxe (Engelbach 1932); Mountain Fulvettas suspected to
be of this race were rare in Savannakhét province, being found only around
the Xé Pon area (David-Beaulieu 1949-1950).

The second form, form B, was very common at 900-1,200 m in both
primary and degraded extensive hill evergreen forest at Dong Hua Sao
NBCA; it even occurred in moderately fragmented patches. Similar birds
were also seen at least twice in semi-evergreen forest at onty 200 m on Phou
Hinho (Phou Xang He NBCA), in areas similar to those where form A was
common. Form B birds had cleaner looking plumage than did form A, with
a pure grey face (extending to the end of the black stripe), usually without a
hint of duskiness., The eyering was whiter and thicker and the vnderparts
were cleaner and brighter than in form A. The bill was grey. The contrasts
between the head and the rest of the upperparts, and between the upperparts
and underparts, were notable in comparison with form A, although some
birds on the Bolovens Plateau appeared less clean. Form B corresponded
closely with the descriptions in King et «l. {1975) and Lekagul and Round
{1991) of Mountain Fulvetta and represent A. p. annamensis. Engelbach
{1932) found this form (as 4. nipalensis peracensis) to be extremely common
ahove 700 m on the Bolovens Plateau, but it was not previously recorded
from Central Laos.

A. peracensis is common throughout its restricted world range in Malaysia
(above 300 m), south-east Thailand from the foothills to 1,200 m, East
Tonkin, Cochinchina, Annam, South and Central Laos (King et al. 1975,
Lekagul and Round 1991, Robson ez al. 1993b). A. p. grotei occurs in east
Tonkin, Cochinchina, north and central Annam and the adjacent regions of
southern Laos, with 4. p. annamensis on the Bolovens Plateau and in South
Annam and adjacent regions of Cochinchina {Deignan 1964, Robson ez al.

1993b). The species was considered to be Rare in Thailand by Round
(1988), but was not listed as At Risk in Thailand by Treesucon and Round
(1990). Robson et al. (1993) observed these two forms in Vietnam and
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indicated that there were morphological and altitudinal differences and that
they may prove to be separate species.

PLAIN-THROATED SUNBIRD Anthreptes malacensis A male ina Vientiane garden
on 25 April. Only previously recorded in Laos from near Pakxe by Engelbach
(1932); the lack of records from the study sites is most surprising, especially
as many degraded areas (where the species may be expected) were visited,
PURPLE SUNBIRD Nectarinia asiatica Although unrecorded at Houay Nhang
NR during intensive fieldwork in mid-October to mid-November (despite
careful searching}, several were found there in January and April. King et al.
(1975) listed it in Laos only as a resident in the South and Centre; it was
previously recorded at Houay Nhang NR in March 1992 by Robichaud
(1992).

LiTTLE SPIDERHUNTER Arachnothera longirostra At Phou Xang He NBCA,
Little Spiderhunters were fairly common in forest and occasional in scrub.
King et al. (1975) questioned the species’s status in Central Laos and
Delacour and Jabouille (1940) list it in Laos only in the North and South. It
was found commonly on the Bolovens Plateau at Ban Thaténg (Engelbach
1932) and known from several localities in the North {Delacour and
Greenway 1940, David-Beaulieu 1944).

CrtriNg WaGTAIL Motacilla citrecla Two singles (female, 17 December;male
13 January) on Mekong sand banks at Vientiane are the first seen in Laos; no
records were traced by Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.). Many birds other
than adult males could easily have heen overlooked.

RED-FHROATED PrpiT Anthus cervinus Several thousand Red-throated Pipits
and Yellow Wagtails Moracilla flava roosted at Bung-Gnai Kiatngong marsh
and in harvested paddyfields on the northern fringe of Xé Pian NBCA in
December and January. The latest record was of one on 23 April at Don
Chuan, Vientiane. Although not found at Houay Nhang NR, a few were seen
by the Mekong in Vientiane in November and April. Although recorded
throughout Indochina by Delacour and Jabouille (1940), the few specific
references for Laos come only from Tranninh, where it was mainly a double
passage migrant, occurring until May, with overwintering birds being fairly
rare (David-Beaulieu 1944).

Baya WEAVER Ploceus philippinus An active colony of about 20 nests was
found on 29 August, 5 km south of Vang Vieng. A few used nests were
observed in coconut palms Cocos nucifera at Ban Phalay Thong whilst others
which had been collected were on display in houses at Ban Nongkhe (X¢ Pian
NBCA). Although listed by King ez al. (1975} as a common resident in Laos
except possibly the South, Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced only the
reference to it in David-Beaulieu (1949-1950), of confirmed records in
Palotan (Nerth Laos) and of weavers of either this species or Streaked Weaver
F. manyar in Savannakhét province (Central Laos).
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[Asian GoLDEN WEAVER Floceus hvpoxanthus Globally Near-Threatened
Atleast 10 birds probabiy of this species roosted with 40 unidentified weavers
and 100 Scaly-breasted Munias Lonchuwra punctulata in dense emergent
vegetation at a small seasonal pool on the Xé Khong plains during March, Up
to three were seen by another pool 2 km distant during 8-12 March. All
weavers were in non-breeding plumage and the identification was based
solely on bill structure; there remain no certain Laoc records of the species
(Mlikovsky and Inskipp in prep.), although the present record was
inadvertently published without a caveat by Anderson (1993)].
CHESTNUT-EARED BUNTING Emberiza fucata Two on 30-31 December with
about 50 Yellow-breasted Buntings E. qureola in harvested paddyfields at
Ban Phapho (Xé Pian NBCA). Previous Lao records relate only to the North
(Delacour and Jabouille 1927, David-Beaulieun 1944).

Many organizations (listed in Thewlis in prep. b) supported the X¢é Pian and Houay Nhang surveys with
donations of equipment or finance, particularly BirdLife International and the Fauna and Flora
Preservation Society, the Panton Trust, Mr and Mrs J. Bvans and the Peoples’ Trust for Endangered
Species, The survey of Dong Iua Sac was funded by a grant from the British Embassy in Bangkek. The
Phou Xang He survey was carried out under contract to the Lao-Swedish Forestry Co-operation
Programme. We are also extremely grateful to many people for practical advice and assistance, including
Klaus and Unchae Berkmiiller, Bob Dobias, Boonhong Mounsouphom, Peter Colston, Jonathan
Eames, Mike Evans, Robert Prys-Jones, Philip Round, Craig Robsen, Richard Satter, Uthai Treesucon,
Bouaphanh Phanthavong, Sompoad Srikosamatara, Padith Vanalatsmy, Sivannavong Sawathvong,
Venevongphet and all the staff of the Nagional Office for Nature Conservation and Warershed
Management. Tim Inskipp provided an invaluable draft of the Bibliography and checklist of Indochinese
birds, access to the more elusive references and frequent advice. Katherine Cozza, Somphong
Souliyavong and Boenhom Sounthala were valued field companions; Somphong Souliyavong and
Boonhom Sounthala were instrumental in enabling the ficldwerk ro proceed and ro them we are
especially grateful.
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APPENDIX |

SYSTEMATICLIST OF BIRDS RECORDED INLAOQOS, 1992-1993
WITH ABUNDANCE ASSESSMENTS

Lecalities

HN: Houay Nhang Nature Reserve, North Laos:

XP: Xé Pian NBCA, Sounth Lacs; MB = main block of semi-evergreen forest; NZ = northern fringe; DX = Dong Ialo;
XKP = ¥é Khong plains

PXH: Phou Xang He NBCA, Cenrrsl Laog; Hin = Phou Hinboy Xhe = Phou Xang He; MDF = mixed deciduous forest
in the Jowlands; DDF = dry dipterocarp forest; Oth = scrub, cultivation ate.

DHS: Deng Hua Sao NBCA, South Laos; SEF = lowland semi-evergreen forest; MIDF = lowland mixed deciduous forest;
Deg = other lowland areas including cultivetion and serizh; EF = evergreen forcst on the Bolovens Plateany Gth = ather
plateau habitats, largely degraded but including pine forests,

OTHER: For thesc localities, abundance estimates are not appropriate since inadequate lengths of time were spent there,
Numbers relate to the following sites (detailed in the texr):

1: Vientiane, North Laos, 2; Savannakhét town, Central Laos, 3: Ban Thadua, North Laos, 4: Vangviang, North Laes,
5: Num Ngum Reservoir, North Laos, 6: Attapu town, South Laos, 7: Khenphapheng Fallsand Ban Thakho, South Laos,
8: X Khong river, South Laos, 9: Pakxe, South Laos, 10: Pha Som / Naliang Limestone outerop, Central Laos,

11: Lao fako, North Laos, 12: Phou Khao Khouay NBCA, North Laos, 13: Thangon Rescrvoir, North Laos

i4; Phou Bachiang, Seuth Laos, 15: Ban Samkhang, South Laos, 16: Muang Khéng, South Laos

17: Ban Thong Song, Ceniral Laocs, 18: Neng Pub area, South Laos (approximately1{ kun east of Khonphapheng Falls)

Abundance codes

C: Common = Bird recorded daily, F: Frequent = Bird recorded on more than half of days in the Geld

O: Occasional = Bird recorded on fewer than half of days in the field , P Present, though abundance not assessed.

?: Starus unresalved, L (prefix): Localized distribution

1 Records act X¢é Khong Piains which came predominantly from dry dipterccarp forest.

~(XP, HN only): seen only on supplementary visits outside the main survey period

m (suffix, Phou Xang He colvmn of Phow Xang He NBCA only): records came overwhelmingly from the mixed deciduous
forest on the Phou Xang e massif.

‘T'he coding for Deng Hua Sac NBCA is more complex as a result of the great varicty of habitat, both lowland and on the
Bolovens Plateau. The following detail is given:

1, Ban Nabon and Ban Sungaup area; 2, drier semi-evergreen forest around Ban Houeiton; 3, lowland coffee plantations;
4, slope forests; 5, sonth-east of Phon Tabeng; 6, pine forests; 7, seen in lowlands only close to slopes, often flying
slopewards in the evening; 8, only recorded in the Ban Nongkhe area; ab, unrecorded; o, predominantly seen in open
degraded areas; f, predominantly scen in forest fragments. Codes 1-4 are divisions of semi-evergreen forest; 5,6,0 and
freiate to montane areas; 7 and § are for single species. In the SEF column, for species where only one code is given,
there were na data to suggest that the species varied in sbundance between the three divisions of legged fatland semi-
everpreen forest, slope semi-evergreen forest {which was largely undisturbed), or cotfee plantaticns. Where theabundance
code is preceded by a number, the species was only found in thar division; where the abundance code is followed by a
number with another sbundance code, the species seemed o be at similar abundance threughout, exceptin the Bagped
division, where its status was as indicated by the second code, Under plateau EF, 5 is used in the same fashion as 1-4
in semi-evergreen forest. Under plateau Oth, all species which were seen in pine forests are indicated by a 6; where the
6 precedes the code, the species was unrccorded clsewhere in plateau degraded habitats.

Species notes

*1: a distinctive form which did not seem ta be one of the species included in this rable

*2: All Rock Pigeons recorded were associated with villages and urban areas.

*3: Western Marsh-Harrier Girens aernginasus was not always eliminated

*4: unidentifed birds of the genus are not listed for divisions where birds were identified to species
*5: probably mostly or entirely Chinese Pond Heron

*6: most birds at PXH resembled L. c. fucionensts, which was observed only rarely at other sites
*7: Slender-billed Criole Oriolits resnedroseris was noralways eliminated

*8: both species were probably present at many sites

*9: black-headed race

*10: white-headed race

*11: probably mainly birds of subspecies Phylioscopus trochiloides phumbeirarsus

[1: species identification is provisional;
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« i APPENDIX 2

16

il

16

1

1.4,9
4,9.10,14
1,13
1,12,13,15,
18

1,17

9,15
1,2,9,13

1,7,8,9,13
15,16

GrHER
15,15
112:3,5,6,9,
1,786,153,

LIST OF SPECIES IDENTIFICATIONS MODIFIED TO
PROVISIONAL OR RETRACTED ALTOGETHER COMPARED
WITH PRESENTATION IN PREVIOUS INTERNAL REPORTS
{Duckworth ez al. 1992, 1993, Salter 1993, Timmins 1993a,b).

SR SR

C
.6
[&
[«
C
Co,6
Co

RO Cek

Plareau

ajo g 4 . " N
— et 2.1: species modified from Timmins et af, (1993a):

Dong Hua Sac NBCA

Lowland

SEF {MDF| Deg | EF | Oth
P
<
P

} Provisional hawk-eagle Spizaetus sp. recerd is retracted.
e © © E f Provisional Great Reed Warbler Aeracephialus arandinacess modified te Great/Clamarous Reed Warbler A, arundiiaceus!
I

A. stentoreus.

F | 2.2: species modified from Timmins ef af, (1993b):

2] _ J Fulveus-breasted Weodpecker Dendrocopes macei modifed to Dendrocopossp.
'
}

Changeable Hawk-Eagie Spizaetus cirvhatus madified to a provisienal record.

Javan Frogmouth Batrachesions javensts modified to provisional Blyth’s Frogmouth B. qffinis. (Note that the veport
foliowed the species limits of Lekapul and Round 1991),

o i Provisional Indian Nightjar Caprimudgis asiaticus record is retracted.

Lt Provisional Brown/Buffy Fish-Owl K zeylonensisiK. ketupun modified ro Tawny/Buffy Fish-Owl K flavipes/K. Retupu.

R i R :_ Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella certhiola modified 1o Pallas’s/Middendorf’s Grasshopper Warbler Locusiella

Phou Xang He NBCA

certhiolall. ochotensis.
Provisional Great Reed Warbler.4crocephialus arundinacens modified to Great/Clamorous Reed Warbler 4. arundinaceusf

AL stentoreus.
Provisional Spot-throated Babbler Peflornaim albiventrerecord is retracted.

2.3: species modified from Duckworth et af. {(1992):

Black Kite Mifous nrigransmadifed ta provisional Black-eared Kite M. lineatus. (Note that the report followed the species
limits of Lekapul and Round 1991).

Provisional Japanese Sparrowhawk Aeeipiter gudaris record retracted.

Dark-sided/Grey-sereaked Flycarcher Museicapa sibirical M. griseisticia record i rerracted.

Provisional Japanese White-eye Zosterops japonicns modified ro OrientalfJapanese White-eye Z. palpebrosusiZ. japonicus.

Provisional Asian House-Martin Defichon dasypus modifed to Asian/Northern House-Martin D, dasypus/D, urbica.

MY | T | NP || Hin | XHe{MDF| DDF| Gth
[§]

Xé Plan NBCA

MB
¥
C
[¢]

1C

HN
™
5]
F
<
C
[§]
¥
C
O
[¢]

Z.4: species modified from Duckworth et al. (1993):
Previsional frogmouth Batrachosromus sp. record is retracted.

2.5: species modified from Salter (1993).

Changeable Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus cirvhatus moedified to a provisional record

Provisional Javan Frogmouth Batrackostemus javensis modified to provisional Blyth’s Frogmouth B. affids.

Rufous-fronted Babbler Stachyrss rufifrons was inadvertently listed as the first record for Laos, although the record
probably refers to the taxon Hsted by Salter (1993), following King er al. (1975), as Buff-chested Babbler. The record
is madified 10 Buff-chested/Rufous-capped Babbler Stachvris ambigualS. rficeps.

afucata

PLATN-BACKED SPARROW Passerflaveolis

EURASIAN TREE SPARROW P. montanus

YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING E. @oreola

{ASTAN GOLDEN WEAVER P, Aypoxanthus]
SWHITE-RUMPED MINIA Lonchurastriata

SCALY-BREASTED MUNIA L. prncrudlara
CHESTNUT-EARED BUNTING Emberr:

RED-THROATED PIPIT A. cervinus
BAYAWEAVER Floceus philippinus

FOREST WAGTAIL Dendronanthus indicus

1ITTLE SPIDERHUNTER Arachnothera longirostra
WHITEWAGTAIL Moracifla alba

GOULD’S SUNBIRD Aethopyga gouldiae
BLAGI-THROQATED SUNBIRD A. saturara
CRIMSON SUNBIRD A. siparaja
STREAKED SPIDERHUNTER A. magna
CITRINEWAGTAIL M. citrecla

YELLOW WAGTAIL M. flava

GREY WAGTAIL M. cinerea

RICHARDY S PIPIT Anthus rickard:
PADDYFIELD PIPIT 4. rufuius
QLIVE-BACKEDPIPIT A. hodgsoni

PURPLE SUNRBIRD Nectarinia asiatica

Species
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APPENDIX 3

GAZETTEER OF LOCALITIES IN LAOS MENTIONED IN
THE TEXT

Besides geographical co-urdinates, localities are listed according to two biogeographical region classifications; frstly the
division of Laos inte North (), Central (C) and South (8) proposed by Delacour and Jabouiile (193 £) and employed
by King et al. (1975). Secendly, the classification of MacKinnon and MacKinnon (1986) who divided Laos into the three
sub-unirts of Cenrral Indoching (10a), Nerth Indochina (10b) and Annam (5b} Is alsa given in the table.
Co-ordinates, altitudes, and place name spellings have been standardized to follow the Republique Democratigue Poprdaive
Lap Service Geographigue D’Erar1:1(0,000 map series, except for the Bolovens Platezu, the Mekong and Anramitic chain
(which are calied Phouphiang Belaven, Nam I(hong and Sayphou Lovang, respectively, on the Lao Service Geographique
D°Etar 1:100,000 map series), In some historical sources (e.g. Engelbach 1932), references are made to an arez called
“Bassac’ which is & former name for Champasak. Co-erdinares are given as points for small sites and a range for rivers
and specific areas.

Alternative spellings given in parentheses after site names relate to the following texts indicated by superseript numbers:
The Timas atlas of the workd (1985) 7th Editien'; Nelles 1:1,500,000 map of Yictnam, Laos ard Kampushea®; Bangs and
Vaa Tyne (1931)% David-Beaulieu {1944)%; David-Beaulieu {1949-1950}% Delacour (1929)% Delacour (1932)%
Delacourand Grecnway (1940)% Delacourand Jabouille (1927)% Delacour and Jabouille (19313 Dickinson (1970)';
Engelbach (1927a)!% Engelbach {1932)*%; Oustalet {1899-1903}; Robinson and Kloss (193 1)

Tranninh (as referred to by David-Beaulien 1944) refers to almost (but not preciscly) the same area as the modern
provinee of Xieng Khouang. Loczlities which lic within NBCAs are net detailed, since their positions are covered by the
co-ordinates given for those NBCAs. The name Lao Pake is a tocal name and net used on most maps. Co-ordinates are
rounded ra the nearest whote minute, “Not named’ meansalocality is marked on the map butitis not named. All Provinces
and NBCAs visited are shown on Fig. 1.

Locality with geographical Alternative names in Biogeographic Altitude/m
co-ordinates, following Lao references Subunits (King
Service Geographique ¥ Etat et al. 1975, then
1:100,000 map series Mackinnon and

Mackinnon 1986}
Regions and Protected Areas:
Phou Khae Khouay NBCA (Not marked +%) N, 102 200-1,666
18%15-~18°30"N 102935-103°30°E
Hounay Nhang Nature Reserve (Mot marked L2) N, 10a B0
18%06'N 102°40°E
Nam Npom reserveir (Mot marked 1:2) N, 10a 220
18925-18°37'N 102°30-102°54'E
Tranninh (Not named 1:2) N, 10b and 5b 300-2,819
19700"-20°15°N 102°15-103°55"E
Phou Xang He NBCA (Not marked 1%} C,10a 200-818
16°42-17°04' N 105719'-1 06°06°E
Xé Pian NBCA (Notmarked '+2) 8, 10a 150-844
14°00°-14°50°N 105953'-106°30'E
Dong Hua Seo NBCA (Mot marked ') 8, 10a 150-1,330
14°50"-15°1 1°N 145°55-106°17°E
Phouphiang Befoven (Plateau des Bolovens B1BILIZLS, g gy 150-1,716
1494.2'-15%30°N 106°15-106"50°E Bolovens Plateau 2)
XéPén (Se Pone 1 Muang Xépén 2; C, 10a and 5b 176-500
16920-16°41’"N 106°13"-106°47°E  Tchépdne 5)
Muang Taoy (ot marked 42; Taho 12:1%) S, 10a and 5b 450-1,300

15°30-16"03"N 106°20-107915°E

1985 Grnithological recozrds from Eaos 1902-1993 59
DongKalo (Normarked '+2) S, 10a 60-356
14°04-14°20°N 105°56'-106°1 1’E
Xé Khong plains (Not marked 1-2) 8, 102 70-120
14927'-14°42°N 106°16'-106°35°E
Rivers:
Nam M& {Not marked 1 Notnamed 2) N, 5k 350-600
19°02'-19°20°N 103°49'-104°07°E
Nam Ngum (Nam Ngum 12) N, 10a and 10b 220-1,100
18%00'-19935°N 102°30"-103°15°E
Nam Ou (MNam Oul; Nam Hou 210y N, 10b 320-800
20°05%-22°03'N 102°00"-102°13°E
Nam Theun (Nam Theun 5: Nam Teun '") C,10a 380-550
17°43-18°15°'N 104°38-105°16°E
XéBanghiang (Se Bang Hieng 2; borderbetween 130-220
16°03"-16°54°N 105°15"-L06°2T'E Se Bang Hien 19; Cend S, 102 and 5b
Sé-Bang-Hieng ™)
Ké Khampho (Se Khamphe !; Not named?) 8, 10a 60-120
14°G2'-14°31°N 106°13-106°21'E
XéPian (Mot marked 1; Not named®) S, 10a 70-00
14°27'-157°06°N 106920'-106%32’E
XéKhong (Se Keng!; Kong 2; S, 10a 70-36
14°27"-16°01"N 106°20-107°01°E0 8¢ Kong '% Sé¢kong #2113
Xe&Don (Se Done '; Xé Don 2; S, 10a 100-180
15°07"-15°48"N 105°48"-106°36'E Sédone 1213
Villages, Towns and precise localities:
Vientiane (Vientiane L2348, N, 10a 165
17958'N 102°37°E Viangchan 2; Vien Tiane 10}
Vien Chan 15)
Ban Phénsavan (Xieng Khouang 1:4,8,10.11, N, 10b 1,150
19°27°N 103°13E Xiangkhoang %; Xieng Kouang 3
Xieng-Khouang %)
Vangviang (Vang Vieng 1% N, 102 ané 10b 200
18955'N 102°27'E Muang Vangvieng %)
Ban Thadua (Mot marked 1-3) N, i0a 165
1795 N 102%44°E
Ban Latsén (Mot marked s2;Latsen %) N, L0k 1,100
19°20°N 103°08’E
Muang Soui (Muong Soui ¥ Muong Souy?} N, 10b 1,200
19°32°N 102°52'E
Lo-Tiao (Notnamed; localityuntraced)  (Not marked 12 Lo-Tiao 8) N, 10b 1,000
approx. 20°25'N 100930°E
Phongsali (Phong Saly 13; Phangsali 2; 1,500
2% 1IN 102°06' Phong-Saly®)
Phou Kobo (Mot macked 1; Notnamed % N, 186 1,800-2,166
19°16'N 103925°E Phou Kobo ¥ Phu Kobo &)
Bun Nonghet {Nong Het L+ Nong Hét 2; N, 16b 1,450
19°10°N 103°50°H Nongher 519 Nong-Het %)
Ban Namkeung-Kao {Notmarked 1%, Nam Khueng¥) N, 18b 360
20°24’N 100°15°E
Ban Thénkhén {Notmarked 1+2) N, 10b 660
20°28'N 102°32°E
Lao Pako (Not named} {Not marked '+2) N, 18a 170

18°05°'N 102°51°E
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Thangoen wedands and reservoir (Not marked 1:2) N, 102 160
18°07'N 102°39°E
Ban Thangen (Nocmarked 1+2; Tha Ngon %) N, 10a 180
18708'N 102°37°E
Ban Paknamkading (Not marked b2y N, i0a 150
18919°N 103959°E
Pakxan (Pak Sane 1% Muang Paloran®) N, 10a 160
18923°N 103°39°E
Pha Som/Naliang Limestone (Not marked 1,2 N, a 180-430
outcrop LR*00'N 104°19°E
Savannakhér {Savannakhet 1,3,5,10, C, 102 150
16°34°N 105%45°E Savannakhét 2)
Ban Napé (Nape 1; Ban Napé % C, 5b 560
18°18°N 105°04'E MNapé 11 Na pg 1)
Ban Thong Song, Savannakhér Prov. (Mot marked %) C,10a 150
Locality untraced
Champasak {Not marked *; Champasak?; 8, 10a 100
14°54'N 105°53'E
Salavan {Saravane 150103113, 8arapan 2y §, 104 186
15°45°N 106°25°E
Pakxe {Pakse 1; Pakxé 2; Paksé Hi%IB13y g 105 100
15°07'N 105°48°E
Phou Bachiang (Not marked 1:2) S, 10a 200-250
15%07' M 105952°E {peak 904)
Ben: Thaténg (Ban Thatcng I; Not marked 2', 8, i0a 842
15926'N 106°23'E Tha Teng t%; Tha-teng 1%

Thateng '%)
Seramsai (Not marked) (Mot marked 1%) 5,10a 80
14°41°N 10638'E
Muang Khéng (Khong 21013, Muang Khong?) S, 10a 80
14°07°N, 105°51°E
Atapu (Amopeu L1123 Asapn 2, 3, 10a 110
14708°N 106°50’E Arapeu )
Khenphapheng Falls (Not marked !+3; 5,103 70
13°57°N 105759°E Chutes de Khone 12:13)
Ban Thargbeng (Not marked) (Not marked 12 8, 10a 100
14°47°N106958’E
Ban Nasenphan (Not marked) (Not marked 1-2) S,10a 80
$14° 13N 105%5°E
Ban Samkhang {Not marked 1+2) S, 10a 80
14°08'N 105°52'E
Ban Seshom (Notmarked +2) S, 10a 70
14°31°N [06°19°E
Ban Thakho (Not marked) (Notmarked !+2) S, 10a 70

13758 N 105°59°E
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Swamp Francolin Francolinus gulavis
survey technique: a case study from
northern India

PHILIP J. K. McGOWAN, SALIM JAVED and ASAD R. RAHMANI

The Swamp Francolin Francolinus gularis is considered shy and efusive as it is difficult to detect in talt
wet grassland habitar, Between 21 March and 6 April 1993 surveys were conducted in and around
DudwaNational Parkin Uttar Pradesh, northern India, Inaddition to a wide ranging survey of the type
previously used in searches for the species, dawn/dusk call counts were carried out at a single site. More
birds were seen and heard at around dawn and dusk than during brief visits to areas of suitable habitat
at other times of day. Whilst brief visits allow more sites to be covered, it is probable that some
populations of Swamp Francolin will not be detected. We recommend a dawn and dusk visit to single
sites during the calling period as the most efficient survey technique for this species.

INTRODUCTION

The Swamp Francolin Francolinus gularis inhabits the tall wet grasslands of
the terai of South Asia, which stretches from western Uttar Pradesh in India
eastwards along the Indo-Nepal border to Bangladesh and Assam in north-cast
India. This belt of low-lying land contains both wet and dry grasslands
interspersed with moist deciduous forest, typicaily of sal Shorea robusta trees.
Increasing human pressures on this land at the base of the Himalaya is
resulting in the conversion of much of the grassland to agriculturalland. The
loss of this unique habitat is causing problems for the species which are
restricted to the terai grasslands, such as the Swamp Francolin and the
Swamp Deer Cervus duvauncelii duvaucelts, which may now number fewer than
100 individuals in Dudwa. This is a marked decline from around 5,000 in
1972,

The survival of the Swamp Francolin has been a cause for concern since
the onset of draining of the damp areas in which it lives (Ali and Ripley 1983),
such that the speciesis considered threatened (Coellareral, 1994). Furthermore,
application of the Mace and Lande (1991) threat category criteria suggests
thatitis vulnerable to extinction (McGowan eral. 1995). This concern arises
from the nature of disturbance that the species’s habitat 1s currently subject
to. Widespread drainage throughout the terafis making many areas unsuitable
for the wer grasslands in which the francolin lives. The drained areas are then
used for several purposes, such as the planting of agricultural crops, as
pasture land for grazing cattle, and for road and house building. The usual
reaction to this form of habitat degradation and loss is to create protected
areas in which all forms of human activities are banned, or a management




