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An annotated list of the endemic avifauna of the
Nicobar islands

R. SANKARAN

All species and subspecies of birds endemic 1o the Nicobar Islands (or the Andaman and Nicobar Islands) are
listed, with informartion on taxonomy, historical status, a summary of sight records based on recent feld surveys
by the author, and threat categories (based on new IUCN criteria).

INTRODUCTION

Geographically isolated island groups are of particular
importance in the conservation of avifauna, because the
substantial numbers of endemic species present make a
significant contriburion to the nation’s avian diversity, The
Andaman and Nicobar group of islands is no exception.
Of the 142 species that are endemic to the zoogeographic
subregion of the Indian peninsula and its environs (Ali and
Ripley 1983), 17 are endemic to the Andaman and Nicobar

Islands. Thus. while the Andaman and Nicobar Islands

account for only 0.2% of the landmass of South Asia, they
have 12% of the endemic avifauna of the region, thus
making the islands a high priority area in the conservation
of India’s avifauna. This paper lists the endemic avifauna
of the Nicobar [slands (and also includes taxa that are
endemic 1o the Andaman and Nicobar Islands),
documenting their status and highlighting the specific
threats that are affecting individual species and subspecies.

THE NICOBAR ISLANDS

The Andaman and Nicobar islands in the Bav of Bengal are
peaks of a submerged mountain range, arching from
Myanmar to Sumatra, between latitudes 6°45"and 13°41'N
and longitudes 92°12' and 93°57'E. The group comprises
ayer 500 slands and rocks, with a total ¢oastline of about
1,962 km. The ennre island group covers 8,249 km’: the
Andaman group with over 300 islands (21 inhabired)
covering 6,408 km”®, and the Nicobar group with 23 islands
(12 inhabired) with an area of 1,841 km?.

The Nicobar group of islands can be divided into three
distinct subgroups (Fig. 1), The southernmost is the Great
Nicwbar subgroup consisting of 11 islands and islets, four
wlwhich are inhabired. About 58 km north, is the Nancowry
subgroup, which consists of 10 islands and islets, of which
onesland and two islets are uninhabited. The northernmost
subgroup comprised of Car Nicobar and Bart Malv, 1s 88
lan north of the Nancowry subgroup. Barti Malv is
uninhabited (Fig. 1).

The forest rype of the Nicobar Islands can be broadly
classified as tropical evergreen, with inland areas being
either forest or grasslands and a significant proportion of
the coast being mangroves (Balakrishnan 1989). The habitar
vharacteristics of the islands vary, In the Great Nicobar
subgroup, all islands are densely forested. In the Nancowry
subgroup, the central portion of all islands, excepting
Karchalland Tillanchong, are grasslands? In the Car Nicobar

subgroup, Batti Malvis torested, while mostof Car Nicobar
is either coconurt plantation or forest. with a small arca
under grasslands.

METHODS

Data: The checklist of the avifauna of the Nicobar islands is
based on all confirmed sightings in the field and from a
literature review that incorporated information in Abdulali
(1964, 1965,1967a, 1967h, 1971, 1976, 1979): Das (1971),
Dasgupta (1976), Ripley (1982), and Aliand Ripley (1983).

O Car Nicobar

© Bard Malv

Oc&'m;rs.

ﬂhés_sa&.;d&‘mpﬁm

!

0 25

=y

Figure 1. The Nicobar group of islands
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Taxonomy: The recognition of species or subspecies as:

endemic is based mainly on Abdulali (up. ¢ir.), despite the
tuct that many of the subspecies are notv confirmed or
accepred as valid, Dispures about the taxonomy of the
avifauna in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands can be
attributed 1o the paucity of adequare collections of skins 1n
muscums. Uniil this is accomplished it 1s necessary to list
all species/subspecies that have been identified as endemic,
Subspecies, which were not accepted by Riplev (1982), are
noted.

The historical status of cach species has been taken from
Hume (1873, 1874), Butder (1899-1900), Richmond
£1903), and Abdulali (1967b, 1979),

Sight records of each species, divided according to sland
groups, are based on the number of times a species was
sighted or heard during these surveys. Field data were
collected over 274 days between 1992 and 1995 in three
field surveys (Sankaran 19954, 1995b, 1995¢). A flock was
considered as a single sighting. Details of the sightings on
individual islands are given in Sankaran (1997), which
discusses development of a protected area nerwork.
Status: The new IUCN critena for assigning threat status,
asoutlined in Collar eral. (1994), have been applied ro each
species and subspecies endemic to the Nicobar Islands.

ANNOTATED LIST OF THE ENDEMIC
AVIFAUNA OF THE NICOBAR ISLANDS

Nortn NicoBar ScruBrowt Megapodius nicobariensis
nicobariensis Blvth 1846, and SourH NICOBAR SCRUBFOWL
M. n. abbortr Oberholser 1919

Taxonomy: Ripley (1982) considered these two forms as
subspecies of Megapodius freverer, but it 1s now considered
to be an endemic full species. Distribution: M. »,
nicobariensts is endemic to the Nancowry subgroup
(Bompoka, Camorta, Karchall, Nancowry., Teressa,
Tillanchong, and Trinkat) and AL n. abberil is endemic to
the Great Nicobar subgroup (Great Nicobar, Kondul,
Little Nicobar, Megapod, Menchal, Meroe, Trax, and
Treis). Historical status: Common (Hume 1874,
Richmond (1903). Sight records: M. n. nicobariensis
>150; M. n. abbotti 45-50, Population: M. n. nicobariensis
at 600-2,1 00 breeding birds and M. n. abborei 3,400 - 6.000
breeding birds, Threats: M. w. nicobariensis i1s threatened
by habitat loss, parncularly of coastal forests. Both subspecies
are hunted by arguns and snares, but egg collection is
apparently nota problem (Sankaran 19954, 1095b). Status:
M. ne nicobariensis Vulnerable/Endangered [B2¢, C1]. M.
n. abboti Near-threatened.

NicoBAR BLUE-BREASTED Quair Cotuwrmix chinensis
erinkucensis (Richmond 1903)

Distribution: Endemic to the Nancowryv and Car Nicobar
subgroups: Historical status: Fairlyv common on one or
rtwo small grassy plaing on Car Nicobar (Butler 1890-
1900). Found on Trinkat by Abdulali (1979}, but not on
Camorta or Car Nicobar. Sight records: 12-15, Not
sighted on "Leressa and Bompalka, buy is said 1o be present
there. The grassland habitat was not visited on Car Nicobar,
Status: Of less concern.

Nicosar YELLOW-LEGGED BurTtOonQUAL Turmix tank:
albiventris Hume 1873
Taxonomy: Ripley (1982) treated ir as synonymous with

T. 1. ranki. Distribution: Endemic to the Nancowry and
Car Nicobar groups, Historical status: Common on
islands with grasslands (Butler 1899-1000), Sightrecords:
Not specifically identified but quail were flushed several
times, Status: Of less concern.

Nicoar Dwarr KINGFISHER Ceyx erithacus macrocarits
Oberholser 1017

Distribution: Recorded from the Great Nicobarsubgroup.
Historical status: Not recorded by Hume (1874) or
Butler (1899-1900). Richmond (1903) recorded it as
common on Grear and Little Nicobar. Sight records: |,
Status: Dara deficient.

NicoBar STORK-BILLED KINGFISHER Halevon capensis
mntermedia (Hume 1874)

Distribudon: Restricted to the Great Nicobar subgroup.
Historical status: Nort recorded by Butler (1%09-1900)
but Richmond (1903) found it to be common on Great and
Little Nicobar. The distribution of this species 1s curious as
another subspecies is present in the Andaman group. Sight
records: >75 Status; Of less concern.

Nicogar CorlLARED KINGFISHER Todiramphies chloris
acelptralie Blyth 1846

Taxonomy: Ripley (1982) called it Halcvon chioris occipiralis.
Distribution: Present on all three subgroups. Historical
status: Hume (18374) found it to be rare, but Butler (1899-
1900) stared that it was "Extremely common throughout
the Nicobars', Richmond (1903) noted 1t as commonest in
the northern and central groups, less plentiful in Greatand
Little Nicobar. Abdulali (1967b) found it to be one of the
commonest birds on Car and Central Nicobars. Sight
records: >100. More commen in the Nancowry and Car
Nicobar group thanin the Great Nicobar group, Status: Of
less concern. Additional notes: Scen nesung in tenmite
{ant?) nests on Irees,

AnpDaman KoL Eundvnanys seolopacea dolesa Rapley 1946
Distribution: Present on virtually all Nicobar [slands; also
in the Andaman [slands, Historical status: Common
(Butler 1899-1900). Sight records: 300-350. Status: Of
less concern.

NICOBAR PARAKEET Psittacula cameeps (Blyth 1846)
Distribution: Present on Great Nicabar, Little Nicobar,
Kondul, and Menchal. Historical status: Hume (1874)
‘saw numbers, but mostly only for a momentas they dashed
past through the trees.” Richmond (1903) noted it as
common on ‘Great and Little Nicobar. Sight records:
150-200. Starus: Of less concern, Threats: There are
reports of this species occasionally appeaning in the pet bird
trade, I, however: have not come across trapping or trade of
the species in the Nicobar Islands,

NicoBAR LONG-TAILED PARAREET Psittacula longicauda
ntcobarica (Gould 1837)

Distribution: Present on virtually all Nicobar Islands.
Historical status: Extremely common (Butler 1899-16007,
Sight records: >500. Status: Of less concern,

AxpamaN Episre-nest SwirrLer Collocalia fuciphaga
inexpectata Hume 1873

Distribution: Present on all three subgroups and in the
Andaman Islands. Historical status: Hume (1874) did
not find it in the Nicobars. Butler (1899-1900) noted that
‘it also oceurs more rarely in the Nicobars”. Richmond
(19031 noted that itwas ‘shot at Kamorta, seen occasionally
on the orher islands, Sight vecords: The population 15
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estimated to be berween 2,300 — 3.600 breeding pairs
(Sankaran. 1993). Threats: Excessive nest collecton.
Status: Endangered [Alc]. Additional notes: Thisspecies.
belongs to the “white nest swiftlet” group, whose nests are
made cnrirely of agglutnarted saliva, and are of a very high
commercial value in the international market. At Port Blair
a kg of nests (one kg normally consists of berween 70 - 125
nests) fetches between Rs 15,000 and Rs 20.000 or more,
Virtually all colonies are exploited, and nests are collected
irrespective of whether there are eggs or chicks in them,
with serious effects on the species. Declines in population
as evidenced from diminishing nest yields can be as high as
80% n the last 10-15 years (Sankaran, 1995¢).

Axpaman Grossy Swirreer Collocalia esculenta affinis
Beavan 18e7

Distribution: Present on all three subgroups and in the
Andaman Islands. Historical status: I'ar more common
in the Andamans than in the Nicobars (Richmond 1903),
Butler (1899-1900) noted that it was “extremely abundant
in both groups®. Sight records: >100. A common species
in most islands, fur more numerous than the Edible-nest
Swiftlet, Status: Of less concern. Sight records: 300-
350. Status: Of less concern.

Nicopar Scors Owr O sionta nicobaricus (Hume 1876
Distribution: Recorded only on Camorta. Historical
status: One specimen was collected by Hume (1876) but
there have been no further records. Status: Dara deficient.

Moruvccan Scors OwL O magicis subspecies
Abdulali (1967b, 1979) collected two long-winged
specimens of Orus on Great Nicobar which Dr . Marshall
was ‘sure that it is an undescribed form bur cannot decide
of what species’. Abdulali (1979) listed the specimens
under this species.

Hume’s Browx Hawk Owe Ninox scurnlara obscura Hume
1873

Distribution: Recorded from the Nancowry and Car
Nicobar subgroups and the Andaman Islands. Historical
status: Davison, in Hume (1874), was sure itwas common,
based on calls that he heard, Richmond (1903 referred to
two specimens - one from Car Nicobar, the other from
Katchall. Abdulali (1967b) did not medt with it in the
Nicobars. Status: Dara deficient.

Nicopar HAwk Owr Ninox affinés isolata Baker 1926, and
Grear Nicopar Hawk Owr N @ rexpomenta Abdulals
1979

Taxonomy: Ripley (1982) omitted N. a. rexpimenta,
Distribution: N. affinis 1s endemic to the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, N. a. isolara 1s present mn the Nicobar
Islands, excepring Grear Nicobar, where N, g, rexpinensa is
present. Historical status: Hume (1874) referred to one
specimen only from the Nicobars. Butler (1899-1900) did
not hear folara during a short visit to Car Nicobar and
thought that the species was less common than it was in the
Andamans. Status: Dara deficient/of less concern.
Additional Notes: This species (¥) was frequently sighted
between January and March 1996 at the southern tip of
Cireat Nicobar. It appears to be very parochial, and a pair
{7) regularly occupied a particular perch ar dusk.
Nicosar Woon ProeoN Columba palumbordes nicobarica
(Walden 1874)

Taxonomy: Ripley (1682) treated this as a monotypic
species C, paluniboidesin the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
despite Abdulali’s (1967b) arguments for the resuscitation

of nicobarica. Distribution: Present in all three subgroups.
Historical status: Hume (1874) referred to only one
specimen that was collected. Butler (1899-1903) noted
that 1t was ‘comparatively scarce”. Richmond (1903) noted
that nospecimens were obtained, ‘bur Mr. Kloss had a shot
at one i the Nicobars.” Abdulali (1967b) noted that it “was
found in forest along with Dwcula aenea, though much
rarer. Sight records;: [ found this species almost impossible
1o differentiate in the field from the Green Impenal Pigeon.
Threats: Hunting with airguns. Status: Near-threatencd.

Norrn Nicoar Cuckoo Dove Macropyeia rufipenic
rifipertis Blyth 1846, and GreaT Nicopar Cuckoo Dove
M oroneearn Abdulalt 1967

Taxonomy: Ripley (1982) wreated Macropygia riefipennis as
M. v rufiponis endemic w the Nicobar islands and M. r.
andamanica as endemic to the Andaman islands.
Distribution: M. r. rufipennis s endemic to the Nancowry
subgroup, and M. ». frearn 18 endemmce to Great Nicobar.
Historical status: Conumon (Butler 1809-1000), *Less
abundant than i the Andamans’ (Hume 1874), Sight
records: Grear Nicobar group 10-13, Nancowry group
20-25. Mostly seen in pairs and apparently a narurally
searce species, Status: M. r. refiperus Vulnerable [B2c).
M.or riwvarti OF less concern.

Nicosar Emerarp Dove Chaleophaps indica gugnsia
Ronaparte 1835

Taxonomy: Abdulali (1979) treated this as a synonym of
C. &omaxima from the Andamans, pomting out that the
revival of this race by Mukherjee and Dasgupta (1978) had
ignored variation in the species due to sex and age
Distribution: Present on all three subgroups. Historical
status: Commoeon (Butler 1899-1900), Sight records: 70-
75. Starus: Of less concern/™Near-threatened.

ANDAMAN Pomrapour GREEN PiGEoN Treron pompadora
chloroptera Blyth 1845

Distribution: Present on all three subgroups and in the
Andaman Islands. Historical status: Abundant (Butler
1890-19007, Sight records: Great Nicobar group 3540,
Nancowry group 30-35. Car Nicobar 10-12. A common
species on many of the Nicobar Islands. Threats:
Extensively hunted by airguns. Status: Near-threatened.
Nicosar Gruen ImperiaL Praeon Ducida aenea meobariea
(Pelzeln 1863)

Historical status: Very common. Onsome islands simply
swarming” (Butler [899-1900}1, Sight records: Great
Nicobar group >2350, Nancowry group 150-200. Car
Nicobar 10-15, An exceedingly common pigeon nn the
Nicobar islands, with islands like Tillanchong simply
teeming with them. Threats: Extensively hunted with
airguns: On some wslands (e.g. Car Nicobar) there has
apparently been a severe decline in numbers due to hunting
pressures. Status: Near-threatened. Additional notes:
The Pied Impenal Pigeon Ducila bicolor nests in large
numberson Meroe, Treis and Trax, moving to neighbounng
islands to feed. On islands where it nests, it is hunted in very

large numbers by the Nicobaris who also collect the squabs,

which are raised and eaten ar a later date. The Nicobar
Pigeon Calvenas nicobarica nests in very large numbers on
Barti Malv.

NICOBAR SLATY-BREASTED Rat Galliralfius striartus
nticobarvensis (Abdulali 1967)

Taxonomy: Riplev (1982) treated the Andaman and Nicobar
races as Rallus soians obscurior. Distribution: Endemic to
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the Nancowry and Car Nicobar subgroups. Historical
status: Common (Butler 1899-1900). Sight records: An
unidentified rail, perhaps this species, was se¢en once on
Camorte and once on Tillanchong. The marshland habitat
was not surveyed by me. Status: Data defiaent.

Car Nicopar WHITE-BREASTED WATERHEN Amaurorms
phoericierns lencocephalus Abdulali 1964, and GrEeAT
NicoBar Wirr-BrEASTED WATERHEN A. p. nizduicoburicus
Abdulaly 1974

Taxenomy: Ripley (1982) rreated these subspecies as
syponyms of A, poanswlar. However, there is mert in
Abdulali’s segregarion of birds from Car Nicobar as A. p.
lencocephalus, as the birds there have the head down 1o the
nape entirely white, though a few individuals have some
dark blotches on the hind neck. Distribution: A. p.
fewcocephalus 15 endemic 1o Car Nicobar and A. p.
nudmcobarices s endemic to the Nancowry and Great
Nicobarsubgroups, Historical status: Extremely common
(Butler 1869-1000), Sight records: Great Nicobar >530,
Nancowrv group 30-33. Car Nicobar 40-50. Status: Of
less concern.

NicoBaAr SerrENT EAGLE Spifornis minimus nunmmes Hume
1873, und GrREAT N1coBaR SErRPENT EAGLE S0 m. hlossi
Richmond 1902

Taxonomy: S »Lomminis was treated by Ripley (1982) as
a subspecies of Spilomtis cheela, while S0 n klossi was
considered 1o be & monotypic species, S, klossrendemic 1o
Great Nicobar. Distribution: Both are now considered to
be subspecies of the endemic 8 munines, S, m. minmomus
from rhe Nancowry subgroup (Camorra, Karchall,
Nancowry, Teressa and Trinkat), and 8. m. klessi from the
Greatr Nicobur subgroup (Great Nicobar, Lirtle Nicobar,
Menchal), There is one record of the Andaman Serpent
Eagle S, ¢lgini from the Nicobars, but this may be a case of’
mislabelling (Abdulali 1967h). Historical status: Not
numerous (Butler 1899-1900). Richmond (1903) noted
that kloss:was common on Great Nicobar, and that munimas
was common on Katchall. Sight records: S, . klosss 30-
33 times, S oon i no sightings. Status: S, e &lossi
Near-threatened. S .o momus YVulnerable [B2¢].

In addition, Abdulali (1979) referred to specimens of
Spilornis trom Great Nicobar, Komndul and Menchal, which
were too large for 8. panaius but too small and pale for §
cheela dazasonty in addinion, they had finely barred rarher
than spotted thigh coverts, Saha and Dasgupta (1980)
described one of the same specimens as 8. cheela malayvensis
but this is 4 dark race with sporred thigh coverts. These
birds represent either an undescmibed subspecies of 8.
vheela, or possibly an undescribed endemic species.

Car NtCoBAR SPARROWRHAWRK Aocipiter butlert butler; {Gurney
1808) and Karcharl, SparrowHAWK A, b, obsolerus
(Richmond 1903%)

Taxonomy: Considered by Ripley (1982) to be subspecies
of Shikra Acerpirer badins. Distributiont A, burlert burlers 1s
endemic to Car Nicobar, and . b. obsoleries is endemic to
the Nancowry subgroup (Camorta and Katchall) and ?Great
Nicobar, Historical status: Butler found A. &, butleri 10 be
not ‘uncommon’ an Car Nicobar and Richmond (1903)
noted it as common there. Richmond (1903} also stated
that Abbott obrained one specimen of A. b, obsolerus and
saw five or six others. Abdulali (1967b) coilected one on
Camorta but failed to find 1t on Car Nicobar. Abdulali
(1979) noted thar a specimen had been collected on Great

Nicobar by Osmaston and that the subspecies involved
required confirmauon. The immature specimen referred to
(in the collection of the Narural History Museum, Tring,
UL 158 much darker than imumature A. b, butlert and may
relate ro an undescribed subspecies. Sight records: 20-25
of ebsolerws. Not sighted on Car Nicobar, Threats: 4. &,
butlers 1s threatened due to habitat loss on Car Nicobar.
Status: A b. butlerrEndangered [B2¢]. 4. 6. obsoletus Near-
threatened.

Axpaman Litrie Heron Burorides Striatus spodiogasier
Sharpe 1894

Distribution: Present on all Nicobar Islands and occurs in
the Andaman Islands. Historical status: Very common
(Hume 1874}, and extremely common {Butler | 899-1900),
Sight records: 40-50. Status: Of less convcern.

Nicosar Nigut HeronN Gorsachis welanolophus sinor
Hachisuka 1926

Taxonomy: The subspecies 1s separated because of its
smaller size compared with G. wm. melanolophus.
Distribution: Present m the Nancowry and GrearNicobar
subgroups. Historical status: Apparenty rare (Hume
1874, with only three specimens procured. Not reported
by Butler (1899-1900), Richmond (1903} or Abdulah
(1967b). Sight records: No confirmed sighting, but
possibly seen on Tillanchong. Status: Data deficient.

NicoBar Hoopen Prrra Phra sordida abborri Rachmond
1903

Diswributdon: Endemic to the Great Nicobar subgroup.
Historical status; Common on Great and Little Nicobar
(Richmond 1903). Sight records: 25-30. Not common,
more often heard than gseen. Apparently naturally scarce.
Status: Of less concern.

N1coBAR BLACK-NAPED OrioLE Oriolys chinensis macrouris
Blyth 1846

Distribution: Present on virrually all Nicobar Islands.
Historical status: Verv common (Butler 1899-1900).
Sight records: >125. Common in the Nicobars,
exceedingly so on Car Nicobar. Status: Of less concern.

Nicosar Piep TRILLER Lalage rigra davison: Kloss 1926
Taxonomy: Ripley (1982) called it Coracina mgra davisont.
Distribution: Endemic to the Nancowry group of islands.
Historical status: Not uncommon (Hume, 1874}, Sight
records: <10, Sighted only on Camorta and Katchall, An
uncommon Or rare species. Stawus: Vulnerable [B2¢].

NicoBarR GREATER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO Dicrurus
paradisens nicobariensis (Baker 1918)

Diistribution: Curiously distributed i the Nicobar group,
Common on Great and Lirtle Nicobar, Megapod, Kondul,
Pilo Milo and Menchal; it is present on Katchall, but on no
ather island of the Nancowry group, and on Car Nicobar,
Uncommon m the last rwo. Historical status: Fairly
common (Butler 1899-1900). Sight records: Greal
Nicobar group 125-150. Karchall 4-5. Car Nicobar 1,
Status: Of less concern,

NI1COBAR PARADISE~FLYCATCHER Terpsiplione paradisi
micobarica Dates 1890

Diistribution: Present in the Great Nicobar and Nancowry
subgroups; also in the Andaman Islands, Historical status:
Davison, in Hume (1874), found this species rare in both
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, but Butler ( 1899-1900)
found it to be numerous in the Nicobars, Abdulali did not
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record 1. Sight records: 5. Status: Near-threatened
Additional notes: A *white” male was incubating on a nest
in Camorta in the first week of March.

CarNicOBAR BLACK=-NAPED MONARCH Hypathvatis azurea
idtochroa Oberholser 1911, and Nicosar BLACK-NAPED
Mo~NaARCH H. a. micobarica Bianchi 1907

Taxonomy: Ripley (1982) rreated this species tn the genus
Monarcha. Distribution: H. a. idiochroa is present on Car
Nicobpr and H. o, mcobarea in the Nancowry and Great
Nicobar subgroups. Historical status: Exceedingly
common (Butler 1899-1900). Sight records: 90-100.
Status: Of less concern.

NicoBar ORANGE-HEADED THRUSH Zoothera citrina
albogiedaris (Blyth 1847)

Distribution: Has been recorded from Grear Nicobar,
Camorta, Nancowry. T'rinkat, Katchall, Bompoka and Car
Nicobar. Historical status: Butler (1899-1900) said they
were fairly common throughout the Nicobars, but shy and
difficult 1o procure. Sight records: one on Katchall and
one on Bompoka, Status: Near-threatened,

Nicosar BROWN=-CHESTED JUNGLE FLYCATCHER RAmuoniyas
brunneara mcobarica Richmond 1903

Distribution; This subspecies has been recorded nowhere
else except Great Nicobar and Little Nicobar, but it is
thought 1o be a winter visitor from the north. Historical
starus: Abbotrand Kloss found 11 to be common ( Raichmond
1903), Abdulali (1967h) saw several on Great Nicobar.

ANDAMAN GLOSSY STARLING Aplonis panavensis tvilert ( Hume
1873) and GreAT N1coBAR GLOSSY STARLING A p. albirs
Abdulali 1967

Distribution: A. p. ryeleriis present on Car Nicobar and
the Andaman islands and A. p. albiris s present on the Great
Nicobar and Nancowry subgroups. Historical status:
Abundant (Butler 1899-1900). Sight records: >3500.
Status: Abundant,

NicoBar WHITE-HEADED STARLING Suonus ervthropygius
ervthrapygiues (Blvth 1846) and KATcHALL WHITE-HEADED
STARLING 8. o katchalensts (Richmond 1903)
Distribution: S, ¢. srvthropygius is endemic to Car Nicobar
and S8, e karchalensts 1s endemic o Karchall, Historical
status: The species was considered to be rare by Hume
(1874) on Car Nicobar. but Burtler (189¢-1000) and
Richmond (1903) found it to be common on thar istind, as
L did. Iris less common on Kartchall, It was introduced onto
Camorta in the lare 18005 (Ripley 1982), bur it has
apparently ched out now as 1 did not see any. Sight
records: Karchall 10-12, Car Nicobar 20-25, Comnion on
Car Nicobar but less s0 on Katchall. Status: Near-
threatened.

Anpamas Hine Myna Graculareligiosa andamanensis Beavan
1867 and Greatr Nicosar Hie Myxs G. o halibrecta
Oberholser 1926

Taxonomy: Riplev (1982) treated the Andaman and
Nicobar birds as a single race G. r. wndananensiz.
Distribution: . y. andamanensis is present on the
Nancowry group and in the Andaman Islands and G. »
halibrecta 15 endemic to the Great Nicobar subgroup.
Historical status: Davison, in Hume (1874 found itta be
‘exceedingly common'. Common on Great and Little
Nicobar (Richmond 1203). Sight records: Great Nicobar
group 250-300, Nancowry group 12-15. Status: Near-
threatened.

Nicopar BuLBuL Hypsipetes nicobaransis Moore 1854
Distribution: Endemic o the Nancowry subgroup
(Bompoka, Camorra, Karchall, Nancowry, Teressa,
Tillanchong. and Trinkat). Historical status: Said 1o be
commaon in the past (Hume 1874, Richmond 1903, Abdulali
1967h), 1 bélieve the sight record from Pilo Milp (Hume
1874) 10 be erronepus as this spécies has never been
recorded from either of the nearby large islands: Grem
Nicobar and Little Nicobar. Sight records: Camorta4-5,
Nancowry 1. Katchall 15-20 (1 flock > 100 birds)
Tillanchong 1. Teressa 15-20. Threats: The introduced
Andaman Red-whiskered Bulbul Pychoroties focasis whistler,
which I8 endemic to the Andaman islands, has spread
throughout the Nancowry group; it 1s very common and fias
probably resulted in the rarity of the Nicobar Bulbul
because of compention for the same ecological niche
Status: Vulnerable [Ald, B2c¢]. Additional notes: the
British introduced the Andaman Red-whiskered Bulbul to
Camorta in the late 1800s. It is now also present on
Nancowry, Trnkat, Karchall, Teressa and Car Nicobar
where it is common. It introduction to these islands has
been by the Nicobans wha call it Pench Alok, In Katchall n
was introduced about 830 vears ago,

NicorArR WHITE-EYE Zosteraps palpebrosus mcobarieis Blyth
1845

Distribution: Present in the Car Nijcobar and Nancowry
subgroups and on the Andamans. Historical status:
Common (Hume. 1874), Sight records; >10. Status; Of
less concern.

In addidon, Abdulal: [1970) collected two specimens of
Zosterops from Grear Nicobar which were quite distner
from Z. p. nicobancus. However. he was unable to make s
decision as 1o their subspecific identity. in the absence of
sufficient specimens from the otherislands in the Nicobars.

NICOBAR OLIVE-BACKED SUNBIRD Nec tarnia jugidars klossi
(Richmond 1903) and Car Nicopar OQLIVE-BACKED
Sussirn N. ). proselic (Oberholser 1923)

Distribution: N. j. klossi occurs on virtually all islands of
the Nancowry and Great Nicobar subgroups and N,
proselia s restricted to Car Nicobar. Historical status:
Very plentiful (Butler 1809-1900], Sight records: >500,
Status: Of less concern.

Nicopar CrIMSON SUNBIRD Avthopvga siparanr nicobarica
Hume 1873

Distribution: Endemic ro the Great Nicobar subgroup,
Historical status: Hume (1873) found it o be very
numerous on Kondul. Richmond (1903 noted 11 to be
commonest at Pulo Kunvi and other places on the west
coast of Great Nicobar. Sight records: 700-75, Status: Of
less concern,

NicoBAR WHITE-RUMPED MUNIA Lonchira striaita semlisiriata
(Hume 1874)

Distribution: Present in the Nancowry subgroup and
on Car Nicobar. Historical status: Common (Butler
1899-1000), Sightrecords: <10, Status: Of less concem,

The darn presented here were callecred during two survevs tor the
Nidabgr Megapode, funded By the Ministey of Environmesit ansd
Forests, Government of India, and one survey for the Edible-nest
Swiftler, funded by TRAFFIC-India WWTF-India. Twish to thank the
Andaman aml Nicobar Forest Department, particularly Mr ALK,
Wahal, Mr R, D'Souza, MrT. Nautival and Mr D, P. Yadav for their
supporl. I wish ro thank Dr L. Vjavan, Dr Ajnh Kumar sond Dr H. S
Das for their commenis,
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