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Ovstercarcher Hae"tarcpus osrfalegrj. Because of the
importance of rhe area ro miararor_\r bjrds, the island
ivas declared the Olango Witdlife Sanctuary by rhe
Department of Environmenr and Natural Resources,
under Presidenrial Decree 903 of t4 May 1992.

The Eurasian Oystercarcher is rhe mosr widespread
ancl m'gr"rorv ofrhe world .  I  I  specr".  otoysrercarchcr.
H d y m " n  c r  a / .  I o 8 0  ,  $ i r h  r e c " r d .  i , o m  T a - w a n

(Severinghaus and Blackshaw l9?6) andJapan (Austin
and Kuroda 1972), but was prcviouslv unrecorded in
the Philippines.

On 2l November 19S2 during lesular bird bandins
activiriesj one Eurasian Oysrercatcher was caught in a
mist ner,  af ler dark, wi lhin rhe Otango Wildt i fe
S anctuary. It {'as banded, phorographed and measured
prior ro releasc rhar same night. InrerestinglyJ rhe bird
hadnorbeensighredearl ier intheday,norwasirsighred
the nexr morning afrer ir u,as rcteased.The species has
not bcen recorded in rhe Philippines since.

The caprured bird (Figure t) was disringnished irom
other species of oysrercatchers, and identified as rhe
.ubcpecie\ , l I  ov.drsa, d. .  r ' /a," .  oy f ie tong wfi  e wrng_
pat lh Lhal exrended from f ie \elondanes ru u,< _nncr
five primaries (but nor ro the ourerprimaries as in H. o.
aslrdlegus and. H. o. Ione,pet, and we| into rhe nedian
coverrs.The whire area on its rump extended up to rhe
mid porrion ofirs back. Thc sofr part colours were as
follows: bill brishr red,orange ar rhe base, srading inro
dusls' grey atfte rip; eye,ringrcd-orangej ilis duit brown;
legs sreyish pink. Thc followins measulemenrs were
taken: wing 250 mm; wing span 850 mm; tail 89 mm;
tarsus 5l mmj nalospi 69 mm; bil 89 mmj head and

Table 1. Birds caprured and bandcd ar Olanso Is,a,o,
Philippines from 20 22 November t9q2
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First record of the Eurasian Oystercatcher
Haentatopus ostralegus frorn the ptlilippines

PERLA M. MAGSALAY and ROBERT S. KENNEDY

As is the case for mosr ofrhe avifauna ofrhe phitippines,
very little work has been done on shorebirds (wadert.
Excepr for dre Migratory Animal Parhologicat Survey
(Mcclure 1974), conducred from 1963-1970, records
ftom earlier expedirions dudng the tasr centurt' and the
esrly part of rhis century, recenr island records of
s,horebirds summarized by Dickinson .' al. ( 1 99 1 ), and
work conducred at Olango Irland, no furiher studies
have been done on rhis bird sroup in the archipelago.

From 1987, research reams from rhe philippine
$/edand & Wildlife Consdvarion Foundation, Inc.
(P!(/CRformeriyAsianwetlandBureau philippines)
have identificd mosr of rhe remaining wetlands in the
Philippines and have iniriared surveys of the witdlife,
particularli' birds, fiat inhabir rhose areas. Magsalay e,
aJ. (1989) have summarized dctails of rhese sires and
have listed resuhs ofthe survevs.

In Augusr 1987, a PWCF team visired $e expansive
tidal flats ar rhe southern part ofOlanso Island (t0ot4,N
124'0I'E)J abour 4.5 km off rhe sourh-east coasr of
Mactan Island near Cebu. During that su ey, ine ream
discovered rhat the area hosred larse numbers of
mi$atory shorebirds. Since then, as a resulr ofreg.utar
momtoring and banding acriviries (which rake piace
from March ro May for norrhward migrarion and from
August to November for southward misrarion), 52
species ofwarerbids have been idenrified (Magsalay et
at 1993). Among these were the giobally rhreatened
Asian Dorvitcher atrzodronus scktipatmdtus, Chjnese
E4rer Egrcnd eulnphotes, and two new records for the
Phi l ipp ne..  rhe BlaLk-rai led Gutt  Lar, ! .  , rot : t ,o\ t t ,
r e p o i t e d  b y  R e d m a n  ( 1 9 9 3 ) ,  a n d  r h e  E u r a s i a n

Figure 1, Eurasiaq Oysrerc r.her Hae'aatapt! ostaleEus
captured on OlaDgo Island, Phiiippines on 2l November
1992.  Photo;M. Sai to and S.  Sasamor i .
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bill 133.9 mmj roral lengrh 460 mm; weight 520 g. Moult
score: 5{4'2i01. The bird was banded with Malaysian
metal bandV-08368.

Fourteen other species of wate$irds were caugit and
banded from 20-22 November 1992, when the
oysrercarcher was netted (Table 1).

Special rhanks ard dle to the PVCF bird b.ndins ream, composed
ofH. Gonzales, E. Pcndon, and G.Toledo, for rhei dedicated 6eld
eforisi to theJlpan Ovc^eas CoopcrationVolunteers M. Sano and
S. SasaDori, Bho phor.sraphed thc oysicrcatcher and assisted the
PWCF field teamj 10 rle Asia. Vetland Burea! for ploviding the
baDds and sharing rechni.al skilhi to the Yanashina In$itute iot
Olniihology,wild Bird So.iety ofJap.n, and Nikon Co. for banding
a.d monitoring equipmenri and io thc Foundation fo. Philippine
Environmen! and world ldildlifc Fund-lntcrnarional for srants sup
portins P!qCF activnies on Olanso. H. C. Miranda,I!. kindly re
iesed an earlier drrft of thn paper. M.ssalay aho would like to
acknowledge the help offorncrVicc M.yor C. Eyas oi Lapulapu
Citr for senerously providins r $afhousc in Olanso lsland; ofthe
Japdn ln .e rnau '  n .  (  o .  p - ' r "on  As  n  \  io  o roL id ins  -omm-nno
tion eqlipnent for the Islandi of Mayor E.r{teisle and his *aff and
courcilnen frob Lap apu Cnr Finally wc wnh to thank the local
suppofiels and friends and all thosc in rhe Olango comnuitl rno
rn  one rs )  "  ,  . rhc '  hav .  'e lped J re  -e .ear -h  .nd  . '  n .< ' .s r i .
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Rusty-bellied Shornvin g Braclrypteryx lryperythra at
Lava, Darjeeling, India in April and June 1996

IWEIN MAURO and ED\rARD \ERCRUYSSE
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Between 24 29 April 1996 the authon, togerher with
Bram Demeulemeester,  were birding the remnant
primary forest, tall secondary growth and cleared,
scrubby areas around the village of Lava, Darieeling,
northemWest Bensal, India.\atile searching along the
road rowards the Neora valley at about 2,000 m elevation
in the morning of27 Aprjl our attention was suddenly
drawn towards a previously unnoticed c1ear, loud and
musical song emanaring from a damp well-vegetated
gully flearby. In response to tape playback of the sound
recorded song our mysrery bird soon popped out and
IM,beingfirstto get a good look at it, readily identified
ir as a male Rusry beliied Shortwing B/acrl?teryi
hlpe\)thra, a viInrally lnknown and much sought-after
eastern Himalayas species. Fortunately ir was one of
those star performing individuals, \thich stayed around
long enough until the three of us obrained hishly
sarisq'ing views whiLe itwas singing its head otratpoint
blank range. Meanwhile a second male had started
vocalizing nearby. In early June EV revisited Lava,

resulting in no less than nine different ierritorial males
being foJnd in rhe .ame general  area. Our observarion'
constitute the fiIst definire records of Rusty bellied
Shortwing for dle Daieeling area since 1920 and remain
one of the very few field observations drouglout the
species\ ft stricted mnge.

The following description was compiled on the
strensth offield notes and sound rccodings taken on
27 April 1996. Copies ofthese recordings were deposired
ar rhe British Ubrary National Sound Archive, V/ildlife
S€ction, London.

SIZE AND STRUCTURE A typic^l Brachlpftrlx'
featuring a rounded head, short straight bili, short
rounded wings, short square tail and noticeably long
rarsi .  Simi lar in size and genenl bui ld to Lesser
Shortwins B. l€rdor&D,s afld noticeably smal1er, more
slender and shorter tailed thanvhite-broived Shorrwing
a.,rou ra"a (neither species seen in direct comparison).
Primary projection short, encompassing about 15% of
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