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Records of birds from Laos during January-July 1994

T. D: EVANS and R. J. TIMMINS

During January-Tuly 1994, arnithological surveys were conducred in Nakay-Nam Theun National Biodiversity
Conservation Area (NBCA), the Nakay Plateau, Nam Theun Extension Proposed NBCA and Xe Bang Nouan
NBCA and briefer visits were made 1o several other sites, covering parts of North, Central and South Laos Uensu
King eral 1975). Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA, Nam Theun Extension Proposed NBCA and rhe Nakay Plareau
were found to have the richest community of globally and regionally threatened birds so far known in the Lao
protecred area system. In comparison, Xe Bang Nouan NBCA was found 1o have a threatened bird community
of only moderate importance. Spotted Wren Babbler Spelacornis formosus was recorded for the first ume in
Indochina. Eight other species new to Laos were recorded, namely Greylag Goose Anser anser, Onental Cuckoo
Cuculus saturatus, Yellow-vented Green Pigeon Treron seimundi., White-bellied Green Pigeon 7. sicboldii, Asian
House Martin Delichon dasypus, Short-tailed Scimitar Babbler Jabouilleia danjour, Red-tailed Minla Minka
rgnotinéta and Fork-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga christinae. A further 53 species new for Central Laos were contirmed,

and two others provisionally idenrified.

INTRODUCTION

This 15 one of a series of papers (Thewlis ot al. 1096,
Duckworth 1996, Duckworth or @/. 1998, Evans ¢r af. in
prep,, Tizard er ol in prep.) documentingrecent observations
of birds i1 Laos.

Faunal surveys were conducted in Nakay-Nam Theun
Nanonal Biodiversity Conservation Area (NBCA), Nam
Theun Extension Proposed NBCA, the Nakay Plateau, Xe
Bang Nouwan NBCA and several minorsites during January-
July 1994, as part of a programme conducted by the
Wildlife Conservation Society in conjunctuion with the
Centre for Protecred Areas and Watershed Management of
the Department of Forestry of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry of the Government of Laos. Rapid assessments
of populations of birds and large mammals were the main
objectives, concentrating on species of elevated conservation
concern (1ermed ‘Key species”). This paper discusses bird
communities and new distribunional data: detailed accounts
of individual Key bird species are presented by Thewlis e
al. (in prep.) and records of mammals in a number of
papers, principally Evans er al. {in prep.).

ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

BM(NH) The Nartural History Museum, Tring, U.K.
NBCA Natona!l Biodiversity Conservation Area
Conventons follow Thewlis ezal. (1996). The rerms North,
Cenmral and South Laos refer to the regions described by
King et al. (1975}, Central Laos is bounded in the south by
the course of the Xe Banghiang and in the north by a line
running East-North-East 1o a point a little north of Ban
Nape (Figure 1), Habitat classificanon follows Thewlis e
al. (in prep.), based on Round (1988). Species order and
taxonomy follow Inskipp er al. (1896),

Place names are based on the 1:100,000 maps of the
most recent senes of the Lao Service Geographigue d"Etat,
which use French transliterations of the original Lao
pronunciations. For sites not mapped the authors have
transliterated the locally used name as best they can. Common

elements of place names mclude Ban (village). Phon
{(mountain}, Nong (pool or lake) Nawm (river or large stream),
Ne (river or large stream) and Honay (stream): Sitesareshown
on Figures 1-3 and their co-ordinates listed in Appendix 3,

Alldatesrefer to 1 994 unless otherwise stated. There was
a long pedod, from 1950-1990, when no ornithological
surveys were conducted in Laos. Records from after this
periad are referred to in the text as ‘recent records’. The
only recent recordswhich the authors are aware of up to the
end of the period covered by this paper are those
incorporated in the following sources: Robichaud (1992).
Thewlis ez al. (1996). Salter (1993 ) and the records of the
Asian Waterfow! Census. Subsequentrecords were available
for comparison from Duckworth (1996), Duckworth e o,
(1998), Bvans ¢ al. (in prép.) and Tizard er al. (i prep.),
Reviews of historical records are based heavily on the
checklist and bibliography of Indochinese ornithology
{Mlikovsky and Inskipp in prep.) which lists most or all
published and unpublished references for each species.

[Kevspeciesare defined as nrds ol recognized conservation
concern in the following categones: Globally Threatened
and Globally Near-threatened (following Collareral. 194947,
At Risk in Laos: Potentially At Risk in Laos and Lintle
Known in Laos (Thewlis ¢ af. in prép.).

STUDY SITES AND COVERAGE

Figure 1 shows the locations of all major and minor study
sites,

Main study sites and survey dates

Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA, Cenrral Laos.

8 person-weeks during 7 January - 30 April.

See Timmins and Evans (1994) and WCS (1996b). Figure
)

The reserve covers about 3.445 km® of the Annamute
Mountains and adjacent Nakay Plateau (treated asaseparate
study sitey below) in the provinces of Khammouane and
Bolikhamsai, The reserve is dominated by dry broadleaved
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Figure 1. Laos, showing localines mentioned 1n the rext

(1108 =

evergreen furest from 300-1,800 m, much of itin excellent
condition, This s probably one of the largest and most
pristne areas of this habitat in rhe Annamires, Other
habitar types surveved included forest in the east of the
reserve at 1,400-1,800 m which is dominated on ridge-tops
and vallev-sides by a cypress-like conifer Fokienia hodeinst

(surveyed during 7- 1 8 April}, stunted mossy upper montane
torest at 1,800-2.284 m (14-15 April) and semi-evergreen
torest at 200-300 m along the southern border of the reserve
(10-11 March].

Some parts of the reserve receved additional coverage in
1995 (Duckwortheral 19981 and 1996 (Tizard ez al. in prep.).
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Figure 2. Nakai-Nam Theun NRCA and surroundings

The reserve 1g linked by an unprotected cormdor of

habitat 1o the karst habitats of Hin Namno NBCA 1o the
south. This corridor has been recommended for improved
protection (Berkmiiller ¢r al, 1995),

During the survev, logging of Fokwma hodginsii was
taking place in the mountainous heart of the reserve. The
target area was at around 1,500 minthe headwaters of Nam
Xot and the logs were being removed by helicopter, A road
had been built to allow access from outside the reserve to the
lowland enclave of Ban Navang and from there construction
was underway to extend the road nght across the remaotest
parts of the reserve toreach the logging area and allow rimber
to be removed by rruck. By April 1994 this high-alutude

logging road already allowed casy access to formerly remote
forest up to 1,100 m. Road construction and Fokrena logging

‘had apparéntly ceased by early 1995 but this may be temporary.

Nam Thewn Extension Proposed NBCA, Novth Laos.

3 person-weeks during 24 January-2 February: and several
visits in April.

See Timmins and Evans (1994) and WCS (1996b). Figure 2.

The extension was proposed by Berkmiiller ez af. (1993),
It covers about 550 km, stretching north from Nam Phao
along the Lao-Vietnamese border. In 1994 the southern

extremiry of this area was surveyed; around Nam Kwai east

of Ban Nape. The Nam Kwai area was dominated by wet
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Figure 3. Ne Bang Noaun NBCA

evergreen forest. This appears to occur in the area because
the summit ridges of the Annamites are relatively low
(below 1,000 m) and do not bar the passage of rain-clouds
carried by the south-easrerly winter monsoons. Since the
site also experiences the south-westerly summer monsoons
which bring rain to the rest of Laos it has a much less
pronounced dry season than the rest of the country, This
forest type may be similar to the *everwet’ forest occurring
in neighbouring Vu Quang Narture Reserve in Viemam
(MacKinnon and Dung 1992). On the basis of topography
it is also predicred to occur extensively further north in the
proposed reserve,

Two scientific collecting expeditions have visited the
Nam Theun Extension and the Nakay Plateau. The Fourth
Expedition to French Indochina, led by jean Delacour,
visited for less than four weeks during Januarv-February
1928 (Delacour 1929). The Legendre Indochina Expedition
visited for ten days in January 1932 (Dickinson 1970).
They both visited the wet forests east of Ban Nape, degraded
areas around Ban Nape and the Nakay Plateau (referred to
as either "Nam Theun' or "Nakay"), the only parts of the area
then accessible by car. Parts of the Nam Theun Extension
received further coverage in 1996 (Tizard et al in prep.).

Nakay Plareau, Central Laos.

10 person-weeks during 5 February-1 May.

See Timmins and Evans (1994), WCS (1995) and WCS
(1996b). Figure 2.

The Nakay Plateau covers about 1,250 km? of which
abour 350 km' lies within Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA, A
large area also lies in the Nam Theun Corridor Proposed
NBCA, which would link Nakay Nam Theun NBCA with
Khammouane Limestone NBCA. The Plateau is at 300-
600 m and at the ume of the survey supported an old growth
pine/semi-evergreen forest mosaic, the broad-leaved rrees
predominating along major rivers, streams and other
depressions, the frequently burnt pines occupying drier,
slightly raised areas. There were also large areas of scrub
and culuivation on the Plateau, around the margins of the
reserve and in three large enclaves in the major river valleys
amongst the mounrtaing, Many static wetlands occurred in
occupied areas of the Plateau. Although most covered only

afew hectares during the survey, in the wet season they may
be much more extensive. The largest visited was Nong
Boua, which during the February visit was a shallow pool
less than 100 m in diameter with some short emergent
vegetation and an extensive bare, heavily grazed margin.

Previous coverage of the Nakay Plateau is mentioned
under the Nam Theun Extension Proposed NBCA, above,
The Nakav Plateau received addinonal coverage in 1995
(Duckworth ez al. 1998) and 1996 (Tizard et al. in prep.).

A large reservoir is planned for the Nakav Plateau as part of
the Nam Theun IT Hyvdroelectric Project. Salvage logging and
road construction had begun at the time of the 1994 surveys
and 1996 had destroyed very extensive areas of forest, However,
at the time of writing there was some doubt as to whether the
project would go ahead, due to controversy about the
involvement of the World Bank (Anon. 1995, 1996), A large
proportion of the Nakay Plateau, including the vast majority
of the rivers and streams, would be inundated by the project.
Furthermore, astretch ofthe Nam Theun for40 km downstream
of the plateau may cease 1o flow for much of the year.

Xe Bang Nouan NBCA, South Laos,
Six person-weeks, 27 May - 8 July,
See WCS (1996a). Figure 3,

The reserve covers 1,300 km® in the provinces of
Savannakhet and Salavan, comprising two flat lowland
portions {280-350 m in the east, 130-240 m in the west)
divided by a central range ofhills that exceed 1,200 m, with
other high hills along the north-eastern margin. Surveys
were mainly below 800 m. The reserve includes nearly the
entire watershed of the Xe Bang-Nouan River and 1s wholly
surrounded by villages and cultivated land.

Both the Eastern and Western lowland areas are a mosaic
of dry diprerocarp forest, other open habirat and denser
mixed deciduous/semi-evergreen forest, The denser forests
have been heavilv degraded by past commercial logging and
include numerous abandoned villages. The lowlands are
heavily used by local people, with the Xe Bang-Nouan river
the focus of acuvity, The Central Hills are a mosaic of
mixed deciduous, semi-evergreen and evergreen forest,
This area is less disturbed than the lowlands and seems
degraded only at its periphery.
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Other sites visited

The following sites were visited more briefly.

1. Phou Khao Khouay NBCA (North Laos), The southern

fringe of this large, mountainous reserve was visited

during 21-22 March. The site, near Ban Nakhay, was a

gently sloping outcrop of rock several kilomerres square

at 250-550 m altitude with patches of thin sandy soil
supporting stunted dry dipterocarp forest. Ban Nakhay
was revisited in 1995 and other areas of the reserve were

also surveyed (Duckworth er al. 1998),

The Mekong River in Vientiane (North Laos) on 19

February,

3, Ban Pakthoay (North Laos) on 21 May,

4. Pha Hua (Central Laos) This is part of a spectacular
karst ourcrop close to Ban Lak (20). Forest and fields on
asmall saddle along the east facing flank of this outcrop
were visited on 3 February (4a) and 30 April (4b). Forest
remained only in areas too steep or rocky to culnvate,

5. Aridge flanking the Nam Theun to the south of Ban Lak
(20) (Central Laos), The north facing slope is 4 mixture
of scrub and cultivation, but degraded dry evergreen
forest remains on the south-facing slopes. Visited on 26
April.

6, The town of Thakhek, Khammouan Province (Central
Laos), Bird records come from 7-8 January.

7. Ban lLak Khao (Central Laos). Broad-leaved forest,
probably semi-evergreen, on a low ridge and around the
feet of karst limestone outcrops amongst farmland.
Visited on 22-23 Mav. T'wovillages nearby, Ban Nakavak
and Ban Nampik, were visited briefly since Green Peafowl]
Pawo mruticus had once been reported there,

A number of birds were also observed for sale, dead. in
the market at Ban Lak (20). Central Laos. The exact
provenance of these birds could not be established, but
probably included parts of both North and Central Laos
from which vendors could easily reach Ban Lak {20) by bus.

5]

METHODS

The same field methods were used as in other recent

surveys of birds in Laos (Thewlis et al. 1996, Duckworth

1996, Duckworth er al. 1998, Evans ¢z al. in prep., Tizard

¢t al. in prep.), namely:

1) Opportunistic diurnal observation, attempting to cover
the full range of habitats but with an emphasis on those
where Key species were most likely to occur, especially
semi-evergreen forest and wetlands. Observanon by
mght was more restricted than by day, but occurred at
many sites in the four main study areas, Unknown calls
by day or night were often taped for later idenrification.

2) Boar-based surveys were undertaken on the Nakay
Plateau and in Nakay-Nam Theun and Xe Bang-
Nouan NBCAs. Boats were usually paddled. and
typically 10 km of river were explored in a day.

31 Discussions with local people. These provide valuable
indications of the presence of some large or distincrive
species/species groups (for example Green Peafowl or
storks). In many cases the reported localities were
mvestigated by subsequent field visits.

An abundance was assigned for each species at each site
(Appendix 2). Common species were typically found daily;
Frequent species were found on more days than not;
Occasional species were found infrequently and some were

unlikely to have been regular members of the community.
Many species were known to be present but abundance was
notassessed, due toavariety of reasons, Categorization was
determined by the number of records, viewed subjectively
in the light of the ease of detection and identification of the
bird and the natural density range of the species.

RESULTS

Bird communities at the study sites

The accounts concentrate on Key species communities at
the main study sites, butnon-Key species are also mentioned,
Since Key species records are discussed in detail in Thewlis
¢t al. (in prep.) itwas not felt appropriate to reiterate all the
information here under separate species accounts. Key
species are highlighted in Appendix 2.

Phow Khao Khouay NBCA

The brief visit confirmed the continuing presence of Green
Peafowl ar this site, first reported o protected area staff by
local people earher in 1994, At least six calling males were
detected in the communal roosting site visited, and local
reports suggested birds alsoroosted elsewhere in the vicinity.
There are very few sites where Green Peafow] have been
confirmed to survive in Laos (Evans and Timmins 1995).

Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA, Nam Theun Extenston Proposed
NBCA and the Nakayv Plateau
This group of sites proved to be excepnonally rich in
birds. Nearly 400 species were recorded in 1994. and more
were added in 1995 (Duckworth er al. 1998) and 1996,
This is due in part to the great range of altitude and forest
types. Many species, particularly those of higher altitudes,
were found for the first ume in Central Laos, since there
had been almost no previous fieldwork above about 1,000 m.
Despite the great size of the area, hunnng has had an
impact on the avifauna in the lowlands, and it appears that
Green Peafowl, vultures and breeding storks no longer
occur in the area, although rthe habitar is still suitable.
Nonetheless, ten Globally Threatened species and
21Globally Near-threatened species have been confirmed
1o occur during 1994-1005 (there were no additions in
1996) This assemblage rivals that of the outstanding Xe
Pian NBCA in southern Laos (Thewlis 7 ¢l in prep.).
The Southern Escarpoient is the lowest part of the area
and supported a few species (including Blue-cared Barbet
Megalarma ausrralls, Orange-breasted Trogon Harpacies
oreskios and Golden-crested Myna Ampeliceps coronarus) at
higher densities than elsewhere in this group of sites. The
Nakay Plateau supported both submontane and lowland
species, but the avifauna was primarily submontane in
character: lowland species such as Siamese Fireback Lophura
diardi, Banded Kinghisher Lacedo pudchella, Banded Broadbill
Eurvlaimus javanicus, Dusky Broadbill Corpdon sumatranus,
Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemctreus canente, Black-and-
butf Woodpecker Meiglvpres jugularis and Scaly-crowned
Babbler Malacopreron cinereron occurred at low densities
The lower-altitude rivers, m particular those on the
Nakay Plateau, were most notable for their populatons of
White-winged Ducks Cawrina scutulata (6-12 occupied
home-ranges are estimated, Evans er «/ 1997), Blvth's
Alcede hercules and Crested Kingfishers Megacervle lugubris,
Lesser Fish Eagles Iehithvophaga humilis, River Lapwings
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Vanelius divvaecedin (see Duckworth e al. in prep. for more
details) and Green Imperial Pigeons Ducula aenea. Tawny
Fish Owl Kerupa flavipes and Grey-headed Fish Eagle
Ichihvophaga whthyaens were also provisionally idenutfied.
Importantnon-rivenine specieson the Plateauin¢luded Jerdon's
Baza Awiceda jerdom, Pied Falconer Memhierax melanolencos,
‘Siamese Fireback, Grev-headed Lapwing Vanellius cinerens,
Yeollow-vented Treron sevnnendi and White-bellied Green
Pigeons T sicboldii, Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo Carpoceccyvx
renantldy and White-winged Magpie Uiocissa whireheads. The
Plateau and adjomning lower mountain slopes between them
supported important populatons of Brown Hombilld norrhanes
nckellt, Rufous-throated FulvettaAleippe rifogudariand Yellow-
vented Warbler Phvlloscopus cantator. Greatr Buceros bicornis
and Wreathed Hombills Aeeros undulatus were found on the
lower mountain slopes in small numbers.

At higher altitudes the rich small bird fauna included
several of regional or even global conservation concern,
such as Spectacled Fulvetta Alcppe ruticapilla, Red-tailed
Laughingthrush Garridax miligt and Green Cochoa Cochoa
wrridis. Regular records of Rufous-necked Hornbill Aeeros
nipalensis and Beaurttul Nuthatch Sitta formiosa represented
significant range extensions and suggested that Nakay-Nam
Theun may be of special importance for these two species,

The wet evergreen forests in the Nam Theun Extension
Proposed NBCA supported many bird species found mainly
arhigher alutudes in Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA, for example
Golden-throated Barbet Megalama frankiimn, White-tailed
Robin Myiomela lewctra, Red-billed Scimitar Babbler
Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps, Blue-winged Minla Minla
cyanrowroptera, Chestmut-fronted Shrike Babbler Preruthii
acnobarbuy, Eyvebrowed Wren Babbler Napothera epilepidora,
Golden Babbler Stachvris chrysaca, Silver-eared Mesia
Lewthrix argentaures and White-gorgeted Flycatcher Freediila
montleger. Species found in the Nam Theun Extension bur
not Nakay-Nam Theun included Striated Yuhina Ywhma
castantceps and Black-chinned Yuhina Ywhina nigrimenta.
Thewet evergreen forests also held some very important bird
populatons, in particular high densines of Crested Argus
Rhemardia ocellara and Grey Laughingthrush Garrulax maest
(both of which occurred at lower densities in Nakay-Nam
Theun): Spotted Wren Babbler Spelacornis formosus was
found, the first record for Indochina. A pair of Short-billed
Scimitar Babblers Fabouilleia danfoui was the first record
outside (albeit only marginally outside) Vietnam and raises
the possibility that some other Vietnamese endemics may
oecur in Laos.

The number and diversity of raptors seemed high in
gomparison with other sites in Laos surveyed before and
since. Migrant raptors were seen passingthrough, including
a rotal of 20 Crested Serpent Eagles Spilorns ¢hieela north-
wesl over the Nakay Plateau on 3 March; 35 Grey-faced
Buzzards Butastur indicus northi-west over Ban Lak (20) on
18 March and five on 25 March; and 40 or more Black
Bazas Aviceda lenphotes north over the mountainous centre
of Nakay-Nam Theun on 15 April.

The likely impacts of the Nam Theun IT project on the
avifauna of the Nakay Plateau have been investigated in
some depth by WCS (1995) but a great deal of additonal
work will be required to assess the full impact. Amongst
birds, partcularly sigmficant effects are likely to be
experienced by White-winged Duck, Blyth’s Kingfisher,
Tawny Fish Owl, Lesser and Grey-headed Fish Eagles,
Pied Falconet, River Lapwing, Green Imperial Pigeon,
Rufous-throated Fulverta and White-winged Magpie.

Xe¢ Bang Notan NBCA and survoundings

Bird communities were apparently quite depauperate. The
survey took place at the beginning of the rainy season, so
calling rates for some elusive species (e.g. Grey Peacock
Pheasant Polyplectron bicalcaratum) may have differed from
those at other Lao sites surveved recently during the dry
season. Nonetheless, it was believed that the paucity of
records of Key Species represented genuinely low densities,
probably due to a combmnation of heavy human pressure,
relative dryvness of the denser forest types and lack of
undisturbed wetlands.

Of greatest significance were two Globally Threatened
species, Siamese Fireback and Red-collared Woodpecker
Preus rabierr, the latter occurring quite commonly in logged
forests, the first time this has been noted in Laos. Near-
threatened species included Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo.
Many of the larger bird species expected 10 occur were not
recorded and are believed 1o be extinet {e.g. Green Peafowl,
vultures and storks). This was mirrored in the low levels of
many large mammal populations (WCS 1990a),
Nonetheless, some hunting-sensinve species were recorded,
such as Wreathed. Grear and Brown Hornbills, mainly in
the Central Hills sector.

Selected species accounts

Afull hstwith status assessments for each site and sectoris
given in Appendix 2, The following accounts give further
details for records which are of interest mainly because they
are either: new for Laos (not listed by Mlikovsky and
Inskipp in prep.), new to Central Laos (not listed for
Central Laos by King et ol 1975, Delacour 1929 or Thewlis
er al, 1996) or seldom recorded in Laos. A few species are
discussed because they exhibited plumage fearures not
described in the literature or their identification 1s in doubr.
Only records which qualifyunder these criteria are detailed;
if records of a species from certain sites do not qualify, they
are not listed in the text, only in Appendix 2. Accounts of
provisionally identified species are placed in square brackets.
Norecords from Xe Bang-Nouan NBCA merited discussion
in this section.

Spotred Wren Babbler was recorded for the first time in
Indochina. Eightother species new to Laos were recorded:
Greylag Goose Anser anser, Onental Cuckoo Cuclus
saturaris, Yellow-vented Green Pigeon, White-bellied
Green Pigeon, Asian House Marun Delichon dasypus,
Short-tailed Scimitar Babbler, Red-tailed Minla Mmia
ignonnera and Fork-tailed Sunbird Aethopyea christinac.
No new species for South or North Laos were recorded in
1994, but 55 species wholly new for Central Laos were
recorded, as well as owo other species provisionally
identfied. All of these species are highlighted in the
‘Historical’ column of Appendix 2. Two species recorded
only from Ban Lak(20) marker might also be new for
Central Laos burt their provenance was not confirmed,
Both were found elsewhere in Central Laos during 1995
(Duckworth e al. 1998).

In addirion to those records which are certainly new o
Cenrtral Laos and which are given accounts in the main texrt,
Appendix 1 lists other species for which previous records
fronT the region are uncertain. Appendix la lists the many
species, which King er af. (1975) omitted to list for Central
Laos despite being recorded there by Delacour (1929)
Some of Delacour’s records may have been reassessed by
King et al. and found unacceptable, (in which case records
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from 1994 would he new) but others seem likely to have
been overlocked. Appendix Lb lists species which were
recorded by King er al. (1975) for Cenmal Laos but for
which no published references can be found other than
Delacourand Jabouille (1940), which is mainly a secondary
source: records from 1994 for these species also represent
the first explicit reports from Central Laos.

GreviaG Goose Auser anser
On the Nakay Plateau one was seen at Nong Boua on 6
February. It was associating with abour 200 wild ducks
(mainly Common Teal Anas crecea and Garganey Anas
quergteedieda) . Local people assured us that it was a wild bird.
In support of this, the authors have vet 1o see a single wild-
type domestic individual of any Anser species in Laos.
Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced no records for
Laos.
Great Barnet Megalata virens
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common at 1,000-1,200 m
in dry evergreen forest and present, abundance uncertain,
at [,200-1,800 m in dry evergreen and Fokieriia-dominated
forest,
These are the first records for Central Laos.

Rurous=NeCKED HORNBILL Aceros nipalensis

In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common at 1,000-1,800 m
fn dry evergreen forest and Fokienia-dominated forest.
They were mostly in groups of up to five in fruiting trees.
Several groups could easily be séen or heard in one day, the
males at least calling often. They were easily approachable,
and seemed to be a prime target for hunters judging by the
numerous remains along paths and in campsites in area
where they were present. One was seen flying across the
Nam Pheovalley. probably coming from drv or wet evergreen
forest at around 700 m.

These are the first records from Cenrtral Laos.

Buyra's KiNGrISHER Alcedo hercules

It Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA two singles and a pair along
10 km of the Nam Pheo (28 Apnl) and a pair seen
repeatedly on another stretch of the Nam Pheo and a
smaller ributary stream (26-28 April). On the Nakay
Plateau one on the Nam Mon, tributary of the Nam Xot (15
March).

These are the first records for Central Laos, Also present
on the Nam Kwai in the Nam Theun Proposed Extension
NBCA.

Nam Kwai, Nam Mon and Nam Pheo are all large
permanent streams (up to 10 m across) flowing gently over
sluggish or stony courses through forest (including quite
degraded forest) at 5350-650 m. No Blvth’s Kingfishers
were seen on larger, slow-flowing forested rivers at similar
altitudes, despite a great deal of survey efforr.

The calls of the birds on the Nam Pheo were noted
consistently as ‘sit” or ‘ship’, markedly less shrill than River
Kingfisher and similar to the soft (rather than the harsh)
flight calls of Slaty-backed Forkeails Enicuries schistaceus
found on the same stretches of river. This accords with the
description in Fry and Fry (1992) but contrasts with the
relatively harsh call mentioned by Long er al. (1992).

Brug=ruroaren Bee-EATER Meyops virdis
On the Nakay Plateau a party 0f about ten was seen along
the Nam On on 30 Apnil.

This is apparently a very scarce passage migrant in Laos
(David-Beaulieu 1949) and there are few records. The only

other recentrecords in Laos are of several parties flying over
Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA i 1996 (R. J. Tizard and J. W.
Duckworth per R, ]. Tizard, verbally 1996),

OriEnTAL Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA recorded 7-23 April.
Commonly heard in Fokienta-dominated forest ar 1,400 -
1,800 m andin dry evergreen forest in the Houay Morrow
valley down to 1,000 m. A few were heard elsewhere in the
reserve i dryv evergreen forest above 1,000 m. One was
heard in forest on karst limestone at Pha Hua on 30 April
ar 800 m.

Milikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced no previous
records for Laos.

SwirrLeTs Collocalia sp.

TFlocks of unidentified swiftlets were seen throughout the
survey pertod at Nakay Nam Theun NBCA, the Nakay
Plateau and Nam Theun Extension Proposed NBCA and on
road journeys through Khammouane province (essenrially,
the northern half of Central Laos) over the same penod.
Concentrations of several thousand were seen when weather
conditions were still and overcast, particularly over deforested
lowland valleys (although large flocks over forestmight have
been overlooked), The region includes extensive karst
limestone mountains where the swiftlets may breed. We can
trace no previous records of swiftlets from Central Laos
other than a few in 1993 (Thewlis ¢ al. 1996),

House SWIFT Aptes affinds
A few were seen amongst flocks of other swifts and swiftlets
over the town of Thakhek on 7 and B January.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

Fisu OwLs Ketupa sp.

InNakay-Nam Theun NBCA there was a day-time sighting
of Buffy Kerupa kerupu or Tawny Fish Owl K, flzvipes in
forest along Nam Xot, at 630 m1 on |8 January. On the
Nakay Plateau there was a day-time sighting of Buffy or
Tawny Fish Owl in forest along Nam Xot at 520 m on 3
March.

The river was 20-30 m wide ar the locations of both
sightings. The observers wish to avoid dentifying these
species using size alone as a criterion until they are familiar
with both species, butthe March bird was strongly suspected
to be Tawny, since it was markedly larger than Brown
Wood Owl Spux leprograntmica, which is itself larger than
Bufty Fish Owlaccording to Kingeral. (1975 and Boonsong

and Round (1991). Neither Buffy nor Tawny Fish Owl was

then known from Central Laos. Duckworth e al. (1998)
report feathers of Tawny Fish Owl from the Nam Theun 40
km downstream of the Nakay Plateau, on the border of
North and Central Laos.

Browsx Woop OwL St feprogranimica
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA calls of this species were
heard on 11 April in Fokernia-dominated forest at 1,600 m
(1dentified from tapes by P. Round, tx /irz. 1996). Elsewhere.
an unfledged captive bird was seen in Ban Nampik on 22
May and was said to have been caught nearby.

There are no previous records for Central Laos.

[Hobson's FroGMouTH Barrachostomus hodgsont
In Nakay Nam Theun NBCA calls provisionally attribured
1o Hodgson’s Frogmouth were heard several times during
Aprilin dry evergreen forest at 1,000 - 1,050 m.

These resembled calls heard in South Laos in 1993 and
also attributed to this species (Thewlis er @l 1996). There
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remain only two confirmed records of Hodgson’s Frogmouths
i Laos, of singles in the North (Delacour and Greenway
1940) and South (Dickinson 1970) so if confirmed these
wauld be the first records for Central Laos. ]

[Tavan FrooMmouTH Barrachostomus javensis

In Nakay-Narn Theun NBCA calls provisionally atrributed
to Javan Frogmouth were heard on 19 January in dry
evergreen forest at 650 m near the middle reaches of the
Nam Xot (one giving the ‘gwiir hirr hirr” call, around
00h00). On the Nakay Plateau calls provisionally attribured
to Javan Frogmouth were heard on 6 February in semi-
evergreen forest at 550 m north of Ban Sop-On (three
together giving the ‘gwirr hirr hire® call at around 12100);
1 March in semi-evergreen forest at 550 m near Ban
Namxor (one giving a loud, slightly descending whistle and
later another uttering loud, quavering laughs, both by
mght) and 10 March in another area of semi-evergreen
forestat 550 m near Ban Namxot (one giving the ‘gwirr hirr
hirr* calls by day).

These calls were indistinguishable from calls heard by the
authorsinseveralareas of Laosm 1992-1993 and atrributed
to thisspecies (Thewlhis eral. 1996) but their identity has yet
1o be confirmed. There remain no confirmed records from
Indochma (Mlikovsky and Inskipp in prep.) .|
YELLoW-vENTED GREEN P1GEON Theron sevmundi
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA seven or mare were seen
with ar least three Thick-billed Green Pigeons Treron
curvnostra and one White-bellied Green Pigeon 1) sieboldi
on 10-11 March on the Southern Escarpment and another
1 km or so away on the same day.

Milikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) waced no previous
records for Laos

WmTE-BELLIED GREEN PIGEON Treron sicboldii
In Nukav-Nam Theun NBCA two singles were seen on 10
March in heavily degraded semi-evergreen forest at 400 m
on the Southern Escarpment. A Yellow-vented Green
Pigeon bricfly joined one and the other was with seven
Yellow-yented and three Thick-billed Green Pigeons in a
fruiting tree. [On the Nakay Plateau thére was a provisional
record of 1-3 at 520 m near the lower Nam Xot on 13
March |

Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep,) traced no previous
records for Laos.
Srorren REDSHANK Triiga ervihropits
On the Nakay Plateau a party of about 30 at Nong Boua on
O February and 30 flying over fields a few kilometres to the
south-eastnextday, possibly involving the same individuals.

These are the first records for Central Laos. There have
been records of single individuals from North Laos (David-
Beaulieu 1944) and Seuth Laos (Thewlis er ¢f. 1996)
Jervon’s Baza Aviceda jerdom
On the Nakay Plateau one was seen flymmg over newly
cleared fields along the Nam On on 5 February.

This is the first record for Central Laos.

CHINESE SPARROWHAWK Accipiter soloensiy

One was seen for sale in Ban Lak (20) market on 20 April.
If the bird was caughr locally, this would be the first

record for Central Laos. but see comments under ‘Study

Sites” above. There are only twa previous records from

Laos, both from the North (David-Beaulien 1944), although

there were several more in 1995 (Duckworth ¢ af. 1998).

Rurous-BeLLIED EaGLE Hieraaerus kienerit |

On the Nakay Plateau three singles were scen: an adulr on

5 February and immatures on 15 March and | April.
These are the first records for Central Laos, The species

was first recorded in Laos in the South in 1993 {Thewlis er

al. 1996),

Mountamw Hawk EAGLE Spizactus mipalensis

[In Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA provisionally denufied
birdy were seen on 20 January at 600 m in dry evergreen
forest along the middle Nam Xotand on 11 April at 1,400 m
in Fokienma-dominated forest.] On the Nakay Plareau one
was seen in riverine forest beside the lower Nam Noy at 530
m on 2 April. Twa were offered for sale in Ban Lak (20)
market on 15 January (but did not necessarily come from
Central Laos, see ‘Study Sites and Coverage’ ahove). [One
was provisionally identified on 26 April at 750 m in dry
evergreen forest on the ridge just south of Ban Lak (20).]

There appears to be only one previous record for Laos, a
specimen collected at Nan Neune by A. David-Beaulieu on
3 March 1940, and originally idenufied as a Changeable
Hawk Eagle S. c¢irrharus (Ripley 1953). King ez al. (1975)
list the species from North Laos and this presumably refers
to the Ripley record. The Nakay Plarcau bird is thus
probably the first record for Central Laos.

[GREATER SPoTTED EacLE Aquila clanga

On the Nakay Plateau one (provisionally identified) was
seen before dusk on 4 April near Ban Sop-On flyving over an
extensive area of paddies; apparently in search of a roost
site.

This is only the second record for Laos. The first was an
undated specimen taken beside the Xe Banghiang (the
border between Centraland South Laos) by David-Beaulieu
(1949-1950).

BLACK STORK Ciconta nigra

On the Nakay Plateau an immarture was seen soaring above
the Nam Theun downstream of Ban Nam Theun on 29
February.

This is the firstrecord for Central Laos. The species was also
recorded on the Nakay Plateau in 1995 (Duckworth er al
1998).

BrLue-NarED PITia Pirta nipalensis
Onewasseen dead in Ban Lak (20) markeron 7 March 1694,

If caught locally this would be the first record for Central
Laos, bur see comments under “Study Sites’, above,
LONG-TAILED SHRIKE Lanns schach
On the Nakay Plateau one was seen on 6 February at 550
m in scrub near Ban Sop-On.

This 1s the first record for Central Laos.
SHoORT-BILLED MiNiveT Pencrocotus brevirostris
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA rhe species was common in
small groups, as part of mixed species flocks, in Fokiemia-
domunated forest at 1,400-1,800 m. One pair was watched
feeding young in the nest on 9 April,

These are the first records for Central Laos.

JarANESE PARADISE-FLYCATCHER Terpsiphone atrocandaia
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA one was secen on 13 April in
Fokienia-dominated forest at 1,600 m,

This is the first record for Central Laos and only the
second for Laos, the first being on the Bolaven Plateau in
April 1930 (Engelbach 1932).
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Svowy=BrowEeD FrycaTcuer Ficedula hypervihra
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,400 m in
Fokienia-dominated forest and upper montane forest.
Commonest in the understory of areas of broad-leaved
forest in valley bottoms.

These are the first records for Cenrtral Laos.

Lrrree Prep Fuvearoner Fieedula westermann
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common at 1,400-1,800 m
in Fokiema-dominared forest and present. sbundance
uncertain, above 1,000 m in dry evergreen forest and above
1,800 m in upper montane forest.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

Larce Niwtava Niltava grandis
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,000 m in
dry evergreen forest -and ar 1,400-1,800 m in Fokienia-
domunated forest and present, abundance uncertain, above
1,800 m in upper montane forest. Areas of open, ridge-top
forest were preferred,

These are the first records for Central Laos,

SmaLL Niwrava Nilrava macgrigoriae
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,000 m in
dry evergreen forest and ar 1,400-1.800 m in Fokiema-
dominated forest. Areas of broad-leaved. valley bottom
forest were preferred. One was recorded on 15 January at
600 m in dry evergreen forest near Ban Nakadok.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

Funan/Rurous~BELLIED NiLtava Niltava davidilsundara
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA present, abundance uncertain,
in dry evergreen forest at 600-900 m around Ban Nakadok.
In Nam Theun Extension Proposed NBCA common at
600-900 m in wet evergreen forest near Nam Kwai. On the
Nuakay Plateau occasional in semi-evergreen forest at 500-
550'm.

Six males (five during 25-29 January near Nam Kwai and
on¢ on 9 March on the Nakay Plateau) showed clearly the
shining blue forecrown and darker hindcerown which
distinguish: Fujian Niltava according 1o Dickinson (1973)
and Boonsong and Round (1991), Several also had the flanks
and belly paler than the breast. Most other males seen
moderately well were also suspected to be Fujian by these
criteria. The females are not thought to be identifiable in the
field

The identification and taxonomy of this closely related and
possibly conspecific pair are not fully understood (Inskipp et
al. 1996) and in view of this we prefer to treat these records
as provisional. The only record of either form from Central
Laos appears 10 be the report that an unspecified number
were found in January-February at Nam Theun (and the
nearby Ban Nape, in North Laos) by Delacour (1929)_ This
record appears to be treated as dawidi by Delacour and
Jabouille (1940}, but Dickinson (1973) reassigned it to N.
sutdara. Thus our records from Nakadok and the Nakay
Plateau may prove 1o be the first records of daidi for Central
Lios.

Pyomy BLue pLycarcaer Muscicapella hodgsoni

In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA there were records of singles
argroups of two on 8, 13 and 14 April at 1,400-1,800 m in
Fokienia-dominated forest. All were in broad-leaved valley-
bottom forest. A pair was watched nest-building on 8 April,

These are the first records for Cenrtral Laos. The only
wtherrecords for Laos are from the Bolaven Plarcau in 1993
{Thewlis et al. 1996)

Waire-carred WATER REDSTART

Chatntarrornis leucocephalus

In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA two were seen repeatedly
during 17-20 Janunary on the Nam Xort at 600 m.

These are the first records for Central Laos, One was also
seen on the Nam Phao (Nam Theun Extension Proposed
NBCA, marginally in North Laos) at 600 m on 31 January.
None was seen along the upper reaches of the Nam Xot at
1,500 m in April. David-Beaulieu (1944) suggested that
the species was an alutudinal migrant in the province of
Tranninh (roughly equivalent o the modern province of
Xieng Khouang, North Laos). He thought that the species
bred at high altitudes and descended to the lowlands at
300-300 m from November to March.

[Purrere Cocnoa Cochoa purpurea

In Nam Theun Exteénsion Proposed NBCA a putative
record made on 29 January was mentoned by Timmins
and Evans (1994) and quoted in several secondary sources.
The observer has now withdrawn this since the birds could
not be distinguished from the unusually dark-plumaged
Green Cochoas Cochoea virudis recently recorded elsewhere
i Central Laos, There are no historical or recent records
from Laos,]

BeauTiFur NutaaTcH Sina formesa

In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA one was seen alone in dry
evergreen forest at about 950 m. A group of three and two
singles were seen 1o mixed flocks at 1,500-1.700 m in
Fokienia-dominated forest.

Elsewhere it is known from 1,300-2,000 m in Bhutan,
India, North Burma, north lLaos, north Vietnam, smatll
parts of Yunnan and one site in Thailand (Collar er ol
1994) so these records represent the most south-easterly
population known, the first records for Central Laos and
the lowest published altitudinal record,

YELLOW=CHEEKED Tt Parus spilonorus

In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA present in dry evergreen
forest, Fokignia-dominated forest and upper montane forese
from 1,200-2,100 m and common at least from 1,400-
1,R00 m.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

BLACK=THROATED Trr Aegithalos concirinus
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA seen four times ar 1,000-
1,400 m in dry evergreen forest and twice in Fokienwa-
dominated forest at 1,400-1,800 m.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

AsiaN House MaRrTiN Delichon dasvpus

On the Nakay Plateau a group of two was watched in
excellent viewing conditions for 15 minutes on 28 February
along the course of the Nam Theun below Ban Nam
Theun, They were accompanied by 30 or more unidenufied
Asian/Northern House Martins Delichon dasvpusiurbica,
Another party of five Asian/Northern House Martins was
seen on 30 April near Ban Don.

Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep. ) traced no confirmed records
of Astan House Marnn for Laog, and the first record for Viemam
was reported as recently as 1989 (Laune ez al 1989);

Identificanion was based chiefly on the black underwing
coverts, markedly darker than the greyish flight feathers, This
feature was clearly visible due o the elevated viewpomnt, so the
birds were seen againsta dark neutral background. Supporting
fearures were the shallow tail fork and sullied chest, bur see
Duckwarth et af. (1998) for a discussion of these features,
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MounTtams Bursur Hypsipetes meclellandit

In Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA commeon above 1,060 m in
dry evergreen and Fokienia-dominated forest and present,
abundance uncertain, in mossy upper montane forest above
1,800 m.

These are the first records for Central Laos.
Searv-BELLIED TEes1A Tesia olivea
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common in dry evergreen
forest above 1,000 m and in Fokienie-dominared forest at
1,400-1,800 m and present, abundance uncertain, in upper
montane forest above 1,800 m.

There are no known records from Central Laos. Delacour
(1929) reported the similar Grey-bellied Tesia 7. cvaniventer
from east of Ban Nape, on the border of North and Central
Laos, but only Slatv-bellied was recorded there in 1994, At
the time of Delacour’s record the taxonomy of these two
tesias was uncertain. It is therefore possible that some
confusion surrounds the naming of these tesias in historical
accounts and a careful review of all existing specimens is
needed,
Jaraxese Buss WARBLER Cerria diphone
In Nukay-Nam Theun NBCA one was seen on 4 March
in a large bamboo thicket amongst scrub and farmland at
520 m near Ban Soupen.

This is the first record for Cenrtral Laos.

[SULPHUR-BREASTED WARBLER Pliylloscopus ricketti
Omn the Nakay Plateau one was scen in semi-evergreen
forest at 520 m on 27 February,

This 1s the first record for Central Laos. bur remains
provisional in view of the presence of a similar. apparently
undescribed form of Phylloscopus warbler in 4 nearby part of
Central Laos (Duckworth ¢ al. 1998).].

WHITE-TAILED LEAF WARBLER Plvilloscopus davisont
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,000 m in
dry evergreen forést, Fokienie-dominated forest and upper
montane {orest.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

YELLow-vENTED WARBLER Phyviloscopus canrator
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common m dry evergreen
forest at 600-730 m around Ban Nakadok and the middle
Nam Xot. On the Nakay Plateau frequent in semi-
evergreen forest at 320-350 m around Ban Namxor.
These arc the first records for Central Laos. Individuals
often joined mixed flocks and called frequently. The latest
record was of four separate individuals near Ban Namxot
on § March,

Lemon-rUMPED WARBLER Phyvilloscopus chloronotus
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA frequent in Fokienia-
dominated forest ar 1,400-1,800 m.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

GREY-CHEEKED WARBLER Selcercus poliogenys
In Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA common at 1.400-1,800 m
in Fokienta-dominarted forest (preferring the lusher, broad-
leaved forest of the valley floors) and present. abundance
uncertain, above 1,800 m in apper montane forest.
These are the first records for Cenrtral Laos. Thevshowed
yellow throats, creamy chins and sl grey lores.
CHESTNUT-CROWNED WARBLER Setcercis castaniceps
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA one on 12 April at about
1. 100 m in dry evergreen forest, locally common in valley-
bortom broad-leaved forests in the area of Fokienia-

dominated forest at [,400-1,800 m and present in upper
montane forest abave 1,800 m.
These are the first records for Central Laos.,

Rurous-rFACED WARBLER Abroscopus atbagudaris
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA found from 600-1.800 m in
dry evergreen forest and Fokienia-dominated forest. It was
commonest above 1,000 m,

These are the first records for Central Laos,

GREATER NECKLACED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garridax pectoralis
in Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA parties on 8 and 9 April in
Fokipna-dominared forestat 1,400-1,800 m, On the Nakav
Plateau parties on 28 February and 2 March in semi-
evergreen forest ar 520 m.

Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrushes Garvdax momleger were
also present in these areas, sometimes in the same mixed-species
flocks, and there were several records which could not be
assigned to species. These are the first records from Central
Laos.

CHESTNUT-CROWNED LAUGHINGTHRUSH

Carrdax ervihirocephalus

In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,800 m in

upper montane forest on Phou Laoko, with one record from

an isolated summit away from this aréa at 1,730 m.
These are the first records from Central Laos,

RED-TAILED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garridax milnetd
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA five records in drv evergreen
forest at 1,000-1,200 m and two records in Fokienia-
dominated forestat 1,400-1,800 m.

These are the first records from Central Laos.

SHORT-TAILED Scimitar BassrLer Fabouilleia damow
In Nam Theun Extension Proposed NBCA s party of two
was seen at 750 m on 28 January in wer evergreen forest
near Nam Kwai

Miikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced no previous
records for Laos. The species was previously thought
endemic to Vietnam (Collar ¢z 2/ 1994).

STREAR-BREASTED/WHITE-BROWED SCIMITAR BABBLER
Ponmtatorkinus rificollts/schisticeps
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA four records. as follows:

11 January, 650 m, above Ban Nakadok. One seen with
streaks on the sides of the breast meering across the middle,
a pale area below thar and streaks across the belly.

13 Apnl, 1,100 m, dry evergreen forest above Ban Navang
One seen with slight brown streaking on the sides of the breast.

16 April, 1,000 m, dry evergreen forestabove Ban Navang,.
One seen with streaks on breast sides; which met across the
top of the breast.

17 April, 1,600 m Fokiemua-dominated forest. Two seen
with heavy streaking along flanks and sides of breast.

On the Nakay Plateau two records as follows:

6 February, 520 m, Nakay Plateau. Twu seen with faint
streaking on the sides of breast almost mecting across the
centre. Lower flanks and lower belly brownish,

4 March, 520 m, Nakay Plateau. One seen with the sides
of the breast strongly washed brown and streaked white.
Centre of the breast flecked brown, flanks with scattered
brown streaks,

All eight of these birds were less well-streaked than any
ruficolhs in the collection of the BM(NH), However, seven
of them were markedly more heavily streaked than normal
schusticeps. A few specimens from Laos. labelled I, r. beandicm,
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have less extensive and more variable streaking than most
ruficolfis and so come closest to the well-streaked birds
seenin 1994, but even beaulieui tends to show a completely
streaked breast and only ones a specimen from Tengyueh
in west-central Yunnan, has a pale, unmarked breast
patch below a streaked breast band, a feature shown by
several of the 1994 birds. The bird of 13 April was
indistinguishable from White-browed Scimitar Babbler,
but the identity of the others remains uncertain. The Nam
Theun headwarers mayv well represent a zone of
hybridization berween these two forms, which elsewhere
in their range act as distinct species (see Duckworth et al,
1998 for further discussion).

Rep=BILLED Scimitar BABBLER Pomatoriiinus ochraceiceps
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA frequent or occasional 1o
common from 600-1,800 m in drv evergreen forest and
Fokienia-dominated forest.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

CORAL-BILLED SCIMITAR BABBLER Pontatorhinus ferruginosus
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA cormmon at 1,000-1,400 m
in dry evergreen forest and noticeably commoner in
Fokienia-dominated forest at 1,400-1,800 m,

These are the first records from Central Laos.

The birds were very markedly paler below than those
pictured m Boonsong and Round (1991), There are only
two skins of the Indochinese race orienralis in the BM
(NH) but comparison of these with our field notes and
photographs of an individual netted in Nakay-Nam Theun
NBCA suggests that birds there are paler below than
orentalls and might represent a new race, They were
whitish below, washed light brown, with a wholly whire
chin and throat standing in slight contrast. Thev were not
wholly white below, unlike the birds seen on the Bolaven
Plateau in 1993 (Thewlis er al. 1996) which may thus
represent another new form, or the extreme of a cline (C.
Raobsomn, i firz. 1995).

An occupied nest with three eggs was found on 13 April
at 1,200 m. It was about 50 cm above ground on the side
of'a low mound amongst a pile of leaves and twigs, The nest
cavity was comical, about 15 cm deep and 10 cm wide at the
mouth.and sloped gently upwards. The nestwas constructed
of twigs, leaves and fronds from rattans and ferns. The eggs
were pure whire. When one of the adults was mist-netted,
two other individuals cireled the observersrepeatedly making
seolding calls and feigning tnjury to distract them.

Pyamy WREN BABBLER Proepyvea pusiila
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA one was seen on 13 April in
thick vegeration along the banks of Nam Xot at 1,500 m.
Calls taped in the same area on 10 April were subsequently
identified as this species (C. Robson and P, Round, 1n
lirz. 1994,

These are the first records for Cenrral Laos,

SporrED WREN BABBLER Spelacornis formosus

InNam Theun Extension Proposed NBCA calls recorded
from wet evergreen forest at 600-900 m near Nam Kwai
on several dates during 24 January - 2 February were
identified as this species by C. Robson (zn lizt. 1994, There
was also a sighting on 30 January in the same area, but
this remains provisional. It was clearly a Spelaeorns and
resembled formiosus ¢losely in body size, tail shape and size,
bill structure, the large pale feet, the warm brown remiges,
rectrices and rump all finely barred with black, the dark
brown upperparts and head with fine white speckles and

the dull brown underparts. However, all the skins examined
in the BM(NH) showed white spotting on the breast and
particularly the threoat (though rthis was rather
meonspicunus on some), whereas the 1994 bird apparently
had none.

The species was known from Mount Victoria (Burma)
and nowhere else in South-East Asia (King ez @l [1975]: see
also the lack of records in Mlikovsky and Inskipp [in prep.])
so this constitutes the first record for Indochina. There is 3
subsequentrecord from northern Vietnam (Robson 1995),
The nearest known population is in Yunnan (King e al.
1973).

The numbers of the ilustrations of S. formesis and S,
troglodytordes in Erchecopar and Hue (1983) are apparently
transposed, which can cause confusion,

BasBLER Stachyrs sp.
On the Nakay Plateau a babbler, ¢losely resembling ‘Buff-
chested Babbler Srachyris ambigna’ as described by King
eral. (1975), was seen in a large thicket of tall bamboos at
500 m near Ban Soupen on 4 March 1994 Tts call wasan
often-repeated, mellow ‘hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo’
without an introductory first note, The call was also heard
in degraded habitats near Ban Namyot and Ban Sop-On.

There are considerable differences of opinion over the
taxonomy of this group, which King ez a/. (1973) placed in
four species - 8. ambigua, S. nuficeps, S. nfifrons and S.
rodafphed (the last of which is not reported from Indochina),
The subtle plumage colours in this group change significantly
after death, making the use of skins rather difficulr.
Examination of skins at the BM(INH) suggests the Nakay
bird was closest to Srachyrs rufefrons msuspecta (which is
known from southern Laos) or Stachvris rufteeps ruficeps
(from Burma). Deignan (1939) suggesred these two forms
may be conspecific. Inskipp er af. (1996) lump S. rufifrons
and S. ambigua in S, rufifrons and retain S, ruficeps as a full
species. No member of this species group is currently
known from Central Laos.
Curnia Curia nipalensis
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA two on 14 April in Fokienia-
dominated forest ar 1,750 m.

This is the first record from Central Laos.

WHITE-BROWED SHRIKE BABBLER Preruthuus flaviscaprs
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,000 m in
dry evergreen forest, Fokignta-dominated forest and upper
montane forest. Many appeared to be holding territory, and
a nest was found on 22 April.

These are the first records from Cenrtral Laos.

BLACK-EARED SHRIKE BABBLER Preruthius melanots
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA there were four records in
dry evergreen forest above 1,000 m and three in Fokienia-
dominated forest at 1.400-1,800 m.

These are the first records from Cenrtral Laos,

CHESTNUT-EARED SHRIKE BABBLER Prevutiinns aenobarbies
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA singles on 13 and 14 Apnl
in Fokiema-dominated forest at 1,400-1,800 m.

These are the first records from Central Laos.

SrecTAcLEDR BARWING Actmodura ramsayi
In Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA frequent in Fokienia-
dominated forest at 1,400-1,800 m and present dowrn to
1,000 m in dry evergreen forest.

These are the first records from Central Laos.
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Brue-wmnGen MiNta Minla evanouroptera
In Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,400 m in
Fokiermma-domnated forest and upper montane forest, and
present, abundance uncertain, in dry evergreen forest down
to 1,000 m.

These are the first records from Central Laos.

CuHeSTNUT-TAILED Manva AMmla strigula

In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA very common in upper
montane forest above 1,800 m on Phou Lacko and seen
on an tsolated summit away from this area ar 1,750m.

There are no previous records for Central Laos.
Rep-tanen MinLa Minla ignotincia
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common in mixed-species
flocks above 1,400 m in both Fokienia-dominated forest
and upper montane forest,

Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) waced no previous
records for Laos
RuroUs-wiNGED FurveTTA Alcippe castaneceps
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA commeon above 1,000 m in
dry evergreen forest, Fekienia-dominated forest and upper
montane forest.

These are the first records from Cenrral Laos.
SrecracLed FULVETTA Alcippe ruficapilla
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA two were seen on 13 April
at 2,100 m in upper montane forest on the main ridge of
Phou Lacko.

This is the first record for Central Laos. The race of these
birds is not clear but in comparison with known races they
were notable for their thin eyerings (which were pale but
not white), their lack of a distinct wing pattern and the
indistinctly marked throat, with whitish streaking. Eames 2
al. (1094 reated the record as A. », danist, based on field
notes from RJT.

Rusty-carpep FuLverra Aleippe dubia
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common in Fokienia-
dominated forest at 1,400-1,800 m.

These are the first records for Central Laos. Birds were
usually seent moving through the understory in twos as part
of mixed-species flocks, They mvanably showed quite
heavy brown-washed underparts, leaving only the centre of
the upper breast whitish. This wash on the underparts
seemed more extensive than on any specimens examined in

the BM(NH].

LONG-TAILED Si1B1A Heteraphasia picaoides
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common at 1,000-1,800 m
in dry evergreen forest and Fokienia-dominated forest, and
present, abundance uncertain, above 1,800 m in upper
montane fores:.

These are the first records from Central Laos.

WaiskEReED YUuHiNa Yuking flavicollts
{n Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA common above 1,800 m in
upper montane forest. occasionally recorded ar 1,400~
1,800 m in Fokienta-dominated forest and present on an
isolated summit away from this area at 1,750 m.

These are the first records trom Central Laos.

Grev=-apEanpenp PArRroTBiLL Paradoxornes gularis

In Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA there were sightings of
singles on 13 and 17 April at 1,000 m and a party of ten
on I8 April at 1,300 m, all in dry evergreen forest, and a
single on 13 April in Fokienig-dominated forest at 1,600 m.

These are the first records from Central Laos.

GorpeN ParrorsiLy Paradoxornis verreauxi
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA two groups of two were seen
on 8 April in Fokienia~-dominated forest at about 1,500 m.
They were 1n tall herbage and bamboo in dénse broad-
leaved valley-bottom forest.

These are the first records from Central Laos.

MRgs Gourp’s SunBIRD Aethopyga gouldiae
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA frequent ar 1.000-1.400 m
in dry evergreen forest and common at 1,400-1,800 m in
Fokienia-dominarted forest.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

GREEN-TAILED SUNBIRD Aethopvega mpalensis
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA commen above 1,800 m in
upper montane forest, where it apparently replaced Mrs
Gould’s Sunbird.

These are the first records for Central Laos,

FORK-TAILED SUNBIRD Aecthopyga christinae
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA common in both wet and
dry evergreen forests ar 600-1,000 m. [t co-existed at these
alritudes with smaller numbers of Black-throared Sunbirds
Aethopyga sarnwrara. Present, burt scarcer, in dry evergreen
forest up to 1,400 m. On the Nakay Plateau present. though
not common, in broad-leaved evergreen forest strips
amongst pines at 500-600 m,

Remarkably, previous collectors who wisited some of
these sites overlooked it. Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep:)
traced no records from Laos,

CHESTNUT=-EARED BUNTING Emberiza fucata
On the Nakay Plateau , one on 7 February in scrub at 550
nm1 near Ban Sop-On. Elsewhere, one in ficlds 3 km north
of Ban Lak (20) on 3 February.

These are the first records for Central Laos.

CuuestNey BUNTING Emberiza rutila
In Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA one on 14 April at 1.500 m
near Nam Xot in grass clumps beside a helicopter landing
pad in Fokienia-dominated forest.

This is the first record for Cenrral Laos.

Without the cooperation, advice and permassion of the National
Office for Nawre Conservation and Watershed Management,
Protected Areas and Wildlife Division, in Vientiane and the distriar
and provincial offices responsible for the NBCAs the work would not
have been possible. We were accompanied in the lield by Bill Bleisch,
Alan Rabinowitz, George Schaller, Somphong Souliyavong, Boonhom
Sounthala, Sukorha Vannalat, Pheng Phaengstintham and Sisomphane
CharNot. Weare particularly indebted to Vene Vongphet, Sivanavong
Siwathvong , Bouaphanh Phanthaveng, Klaus and Unchae Berkmiiller,
Bob Dobias, Stuart Chape, Veesai, Tomas Jonsson, Gill Timmuns,
John and Angels Evans, Roger Safford, R, Vickery, Mike Bruford, the
statl wf the Thakhek Foresery Office, Richard Ranft ar the Britsh
National Sound Archive (Wildlife Section), Guy Dutson, Craig
Robson. Phil Round, Martha Schwarz, Will Duckworth, Richard
Thewlis, the manager of the PhouDoi T Hotel, Ban Lak (20) and the
residents of the study areas The help of the curators of the bird
collection and herbarium of the BM{NH) are also gratefully
acknowledged, The survey was enurely funded by The Wildlife
Conservation Society; through a grant from The MacArthor
Foundation. Will Duckworth commented on & draft of this papet
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APPENDIX 1

NOTES ON SPECIES LISTED FOR CENTRAL LAOS BY KING et al. (1975)

a) The following species were reported i Central Laos by
Delacour (1929) but not listed by King er al. (19753). Those
marked NNT/NP were found in 1994 in Nakay-Nam Theun
NBCA and/or the Nakay Plareau, those marked PXH were
found in Phou Xang He NBCA in 1993 (Thewlis ¢f al. 1996)
and those marked D] were listed for Central Laos by Delacour
and Jabouille {1940), We have examined most other historical
sources for Central Laos and King ¢f al. apparently included
all the records thev list

Brue-pumeen Prrra Pirta seror PXH, NNT/NP, DJ

Grey TreEEPIE Déndrocitta formosas NNT/INP

WriTE-raiLED FiycarcaEr Cyoras concretus PXH, NNT/NP
Tickerl's Buee Frvearcusr Cyornes nekelli [PXH], [NNTY
NP|

ORANGE-FLANKED BusH RoBiN Tarsiger cvanwrus NNT/NP

WHITE-CrROWNED FORKTAIL Enteurus leschenanln PXH, NNT
NP

Asuy Butsur Henuxos flavala NNT/NP

Pare-FooTeD BusH WarsLeR Cernra pallidipes

Hicr Privia Prinea atrogulans

SPOT-NEGKED BaBBLER Stachwrs striolata NNT/NP, listed as
Tringhoviina gurrara by Delacour (1929)

STREAK-BREASTED  SCIMITAR BasBLER Pomatorhiinus ruficollis
[NNT/NP]

Streaknn Wein Bapavir Naporhera brevicauduta NNT/NP, D]
GREY-THROATED BABBLER Stachyris nigriceps PXH NNT/NP, D]
Stver-Earen MEsiA Leothrix argentauris NNT/NP

Staiated Youma Yuhina castamceps NNT/NP, DJ
Brack-cHNED Yuuina Yuhina mgramenta NNT/NP

LirTie SmnprbausTER Arachnothera longrostra PXI, NNT/NP
Lirmie BusTing Emberiza pusilla NNT/NP

b) The following species are listed for Central Laos by King er
al. (1975}, The sole authority for this seems to be not primary
published records but the review of distribution by Delacour
and Jabouille (1940), who perhaps made use of unpublished
sight records. or even inference based on distribution in
surrounding arecas. Alternauvely, the comment ‘route
I'Indochine” by Delacour and Jabouille may merely imply
‘present in Laos' or ‘present in Haut and Bas-Laos' and thus
perhaps known from South but not Cenrtral Laos; rather than
‘present in all three parts of Laos’. Codes are the same as for
list “a’, above,

PAaLE-HEADED WOODPECKER Gecineldus granmia, PXH, NNT/NP
STRIPE-BREASTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopes arrarus, NNT/NP
SiverR-BACKED NEERLETAIL Hiruntdapus cochinchinensis, PXH,
NNT/NP

GrEY-HEADED Fisp EaclLe Tchthvophaga wchihyaetus, [NNT/
NP|

ComatoN Buzzarn Buzeo buteo, NNT/NP

OranGe-HEADED TurusH Zoothera ciirina, NNTNP
Mucivart FLycarTcuer Freedula mugintaki, NNT/NP
WHiTE-TAILED RoBix Mytonela leuctira, NNT/NP

Green CocHoa Cochoa viridis, NNT/NP

Mouvstany Tanoreirn Orthotonius crculatis, NNT/NP
Fire-sreasTED FLOWERPECKER Dicacum ignipectis, NNT/NP

Delacour and Jabouille (1940) specifically menuon Rusty-
naped Pitta Pirta oazesi [INNT/NP] and Blvth's Leat Warbler
Phylloscopus regulaides PXH, NNT/NP for ‘Laos central’ but
donotindicate where they were found, and no primary récords
can be found.
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APPENDIX 2

LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED DURING 1994

Kev species status is ndicated in descending order of concern
by the codes GT (Globally Threatened)s GNT (Globally Near-
threatened), ARL (At Risk in Laos), PARL (Potentially at Risk
in Laos) and LK (Little Known in Laos). Only the highest code
is given tor each species,

Minor sites are! 1. Phou Khao Khouay NBCA (North Laoes) 21-
22 March, 2. Mekong River, Vientiane (North Laog) 19 February;
3. Ban Pakthoav (North Laos) 21 May; 4. Pha Hua (Central
Laog) 3 February (4a) and 30 April (4b); 3. A ridge south of Ban
Lak (200 (Cenrtral Laos) 26 April; 6. Thakhek, Khammouane
Province (Central Laos) 7-8 Junuary; 7. Ban Lak Khao (Central
Laos) 22-23 May.

Provisional identifications are in square brackets. If all records
are provisional, the species name is also in square brackets.

Subjectiveassessment of abundance s denoted by C (Common),
F (Frequent) or O (Occasional), as described m the text. Many
species were known 1o be present (P) but abundance was not
assessed, due to 4 vanety of reasons, Where a species occurrence
was particularly patchy, the code is prefixed with L (Local). [R]
indicates that apparently reliable local reports were received,
The *Historical” column summarnizes historical records from the
Nakay Platcau and Nanm Theun Extension Proposed NBCA,.
and indicates the significance of the 1994 records. D = recorded
by Delacour (1929}, D] = Ban Nape, D2 = ‘Nam Theun’, D3
='Nakay’, L=recorded by the Legendre expedition (Dickinson
1970), L1 = Ban Nape, L3 = ‘Nakay’. NL indicares a species
new for Laos, NCL a species new for central Laos,

The following additional species were recorded only as dead
birds for sale in Ban Lak (20) market: Barred Buttonguail
Tupax siscataror, Oniental Scops Owl Ot sunia, Ruddy-breasted
Crike Porzana fusca, Chinese Sparrowhawk Aecipiter soloensis,
Eared Pirta Prrta phayrer and Blue-naped Pitta Pica mpalensis
GNT. Eared Pitta was also recorded at Ban Nape by Delacour
(1929},

Legend for column headings

ddf = dry dipterocarp forest

def = dry evergreen forest

deg. = degraded habitats

Fdf = Fokiema-dominated forest
mdf = mixed deciduous torest
sef = semi-evergreen forest
umf = upper montane forest
wef = wet evergreen forest

Foomotes 1o Appendix 2
1. Laced Woodpecker. Showed a strong preference for second
growth rather than tall forest,

2. Wreathed Homnbill. Recorded once at 700 m in logged dry
evergreen forest above Ban Navang.
3. Dellarbirds. Recorded commonly March onwards. They
may be seasonal visitors.
4. Indian Cuckoo. Heard commeanly only after the first week of
March.
3. Plaintive Cuckoo, Presentinsécond growth near Ban Navang.
6. Drongo Cuckoo. Apparently seasonal callers - no calls
before late February; heard daily thereafter.
7. Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo. Apparently seasonal callers,
Only heard March onwards.
8. Green pigeon. Type B covers calls indistinguishable from T.
CHPtrostrd,
9. Green pigeon. Type A covers calls unlike 77 curvirostra and
sightings of larger, wedge-tailed birds.
10. Smipe sp. Includes some Swinhoe’s/Pintail Snipe G. megala/
stennrd,
11. Common Snipe, Identitied from congeners by distnct call

and presence of extensive whiterailing edge of wing, following
Boonsong and Round (1991),
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Records of birds from Laos during Januarv-July 1944
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Records of birds from Laos during January-July 1994
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APPENDIX 3

GAZETTEER

The gazeteer follows the same formart as that in Thewlis er al. (1996). Alllocalities are placed in two biogeographical classifications:
the ‘North" (N), 'Central’ (C) and *South * (S) Laos of King er u/. (1975) and the Central Indochina (10a) or Annam Trung-Song
Mountains (10b) subunits of MacKinnon and MacKinnon { 1986), Co-ordinares, altitude and place-names have been standardized
to follow the Republigue Demecrangue Populaive Lao Service Geographigue d'Erar 1:100,000 map series, except for the Bolaven Plateau
and Mekong (which are mapped as. respectively, Phoupiang Bolaven and Nam Khong). Local names are used for sites not named
on these maps, and are labelled ‘not marked” in the first column, below. Co-ordinates are given as points for small sites and ranges
for large areas or rivers.

Alternative spellings relate to the following texts indicared by superscript numbers: 1t The Tinies arlas of the world (1985) 7th edition;
2: Nelles 1:1,500,000 map of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea; 3: Delacour (1929); 4: Dickinson (1970). Sites within protected
areas are not detailed, since thev lie within the co-ordinares given for thar site, Co-ordinates are rounded 1o the nearest minute.

Locality Alternative names Biogeographical Altitude/m
in references Position
Regions and protected areas
Phou Khao Khouay NBCA Not marked '~ N, 10a 100-1,600
1814' - 18°34' N 102°44' - 103°29' E
Nam Theun Extension Not marked'~ N, 5b not known
821"~ 1848 N 10445 - 105712 E
Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA Not marked'~ C, 3b 200-2,284
17°34' - 18°23' N 105°02' - 10546 E
Nam Theun Corndor Not marked'~ C, 5b/10a not known
1746 - 18°10' N 10448' - 105°06'E
Hin Namno NBCA Not marked’~ C, 5b 100-800
17925 - 17°40' N 105743 - 106°09' E
Khammouane Limestone NBCA Not marked'? C, 10a 200-800
17°26' - 18705' N 104°25" - 105°10'E
Nakay Plateau Not named~ C, 3b 500-600
17°36" - 17°58' N 104754' - 105°30'E Nakay and Nam-Teun®
Nakai area*
Phou Xang He NBCA Not marked'= C, 10a 150-816
16042 - 1704 N 105719 - 106°06" E
Xe Bang Nouan NBCA Nor marked'= S, 10a 100-1,200
15744 - 16701 N 10533 - 106718 E
Bolaven Plateau Plateau des Bolovens! S, 10a 500-1,700
14742 - 13°30' N 106700 - 106"30" E Bolovens Plateau”
Sites
Mekong River in Vientiane — C, 10a 160
1758 N 102¢36' E
Ban Pakthoay Nor marked'= N, 10a 140
1758 N 10236' E
Ban Nape Nape'*4, Ban Nape® N, 5b 520
18“18' N 105°04' E
Pha Hua Not named™ C,5b 560
1IR3 N 104'56' E
Ran Lak (20) Lak Sao', Not named C, 5b 520
I811' N 10459 E
Ridge south of Ban Lak (20) Not marked'~ . 5b 500-880
1R08"N 104'54' E
Thakhek Thakhek', Muang C, 10a 140
17°23' N 10449 E )
Khammeouane’, Thakkek’
Ban Lak Khao (not marked) Not marked'~ C, 10a 180
1727" N 105"07' E
Ban Nakayak Not marked'= C, 10a 160
17928 N 10307 E
Buan Nampik (not marked) Not marked'” C, 10a 160
17"28"N 105"08' E
Xe Banghiang Se Bang Hieng'~ C/S, 10a/3b 130-280

16403 - 16°54" N 105715 - 10627 E




