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Streak-breasted Woodpecker Pl:cus oiridanus in
Bangladesh: re-identification of the region's sole

specirnen recorded as Laced Woodpecker P oittatus

PAMELA C. RASMUSSEN

third very simi lar species, rhe Streak-breasred
r,Voodpecker Piri ra,.rorJaaers, occurs thrcugh much
ofthe Indian subcominent, and overlaps in ranse mm
the other two. Were ir nor for these zones of rvnrDuv.
t h e s e  r h r e e  \ p e c i e .  w o u l d  . , * t 1  U .  . o n . ; j . r . J
conspecif ic AhhoLgh rhe rdle. in rhe area of s lmparry
(P L. ?iri.lanus and P oiudtus connectans, sensu Deisnar,
1961) are not as disrincr from one anofier as are some
oftersj neither do they appear to inrergrade, and in rhe
southern Malay Peninsula (P tiidanus weberi ̂nd p u

Rufous-chinned Laughingthrush Garrulax
rufogularis! a new species for China

MCK DYMOND and PAULTHOMPSON

On I 1 March I 999 ND, PT, J. Hornskov and D. Johnson
were birding in subtropical hill forest near Ruili, in
erftreme sourh-wesrYunnan pmviflce, China. DJwas in
the lowerreaches of a ravine,while the orherthree ofus
were together near thehead ofthe ravine around a larse
compley ol  marure bamboo and den,e wais '-hi th
sround flora. Several Red-billed Scimitar Babble$
Pomatarhiflus octuaceiceps, at leasr two Red-faced
Liocichlas Lio.ichla phaeni.ea, se.verat Grey,throared
Babblers Srdcrj",rlr nisti.eps and a White sorgeted
Flyc^tchet F;cetuLr monileger had a1l been showing
inlermittently when a single laughingrhrush sized bird
emersed lrom a ]ow, thick rangle of bamboo and flew
up to perch briefly on a side branch ofa tree some 20 m
up the slope from ND. After a shoft time, pefiaps only
20 seconds or so, dle, bird dived ieftwards across the
slope and disappeared inro dense cover; subsequenr
prolonsed searching failed ro relocare ir. Both ND and
PI from ditrerenr posttions, had binocularviews ofrhe
bird at rest: the backr wings and brcasr were obscured
from ND, while the head and foreparts were obscured
from PT. Unfortunarely it was nor iniriauy in view ro JH
and he got only a naked-eyed glimpse when ir flew off.
The followins is a composite descdption from rhe nores
ofND and PT.
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The Laced Woodpecker P,;r6 1,?irar&s and the Sreak-
breasted Woodpecker Picus tiriddnus are largely
allopatric, bur locally occur in rhe samearea,where rhey
occupy differcnt habirarc (Deignan 1955). Although
Deignan considered them conspecific, arguing thar
habitat paftitioning does not constitute rrue sympatry,
mostrecentworks acceprrhem as separaie species_ Both
taxa show considerable variation, leading ro much
confusion in the litemtl]re, and resuhing in the erroneous
assumption of widespread sympatry (Kloss 1926). A

Head and neck appeared largely blackish, wirh
prominenr rawny-buff  loral  parch curvnrg
upwards in ftonr of eyej pale rufous chin and
whitish rhroat. Typically strons laughingrhrush
bi l l  appeared dark. Underside of lonsish
graduared tail appeared very dark,bur wirh rufous
dps ro f-eathers; undeftail coverrs and rear venral
area rich tawny rufous. \Jt'ings and lower back
plain mid-brown wirh pale edges ro tips of flight
feathers. Rear flanks pale buff with botd btack
crescendc baIs.

Despiie the brief views ND and PT had no hesitarion
in idenri fy ing rhe bjrd as a Rufous-chinned
Laughingthrush Garrulax rujosuldris, a species wirh
which they borl had previous elpenence, ND as recenrty
as December 1S98 at Cherrapunjee, Meghalayar India.
There are seven recosnis ed n.es ol Garrulax ruJaeutari!,
ranging from Pakisran and the wesrern Himalayas to
the hi l l  states of north-easr India and norrhern
Myanmar, and nofthvietnam, but our sighting is the
filst record for China. Western Yunnan is adiacenr ro
Kachin state in northern Myanmar where c /. /r,tberr?s
has been recorded previousiy in Myitkyina disrricr (as
well as in Naealand, India); the city ofMyirkyina is abour
t50 km almost due north ofRuili.




