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InpiaN SILVERBILL Lonchura malabarica. R. Occasional, Open areas.
ScALY-BREASTED MUNIA Lonchura punctulata. R. B. Fairly common. Open
woods and fields; common during monsoon.

YELLOW-BREASTED (GREENFINCH Carduelis spinoides. W. Occasional. Open
fields and cultivation,

EurorEan GoLpFmcH Carduelis carduelis. W. Rare, Open areas.

ComMmoN RoseFmNcH Carpodacus erythrinus. P. Rare in autumn but abundant
in spring passage specially on wheat fields.

CresTED BUNTING Melophus lathami. W. Very rare. Tons valley.

Rock BUNTING Emberiza cia. V. Sighting of two birds on 4 January 1954.
WHITE-CAPPED BUNTING Emberiza stewart. W. Occasional inthe Tons valley
scrub jungle, rare in other open areas.

CHESTNUT-EARED BUNTING Emberiza fucata. W. Rare. Tons valley.

BLACK-HEADED BUNTING Emberiza melanocephala. V, Two sightings of small
flocks on 22 April 1946 and 2 May 1951 on open ground.
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Report on an ornithological visit to
Buxa Tiger Reserve, West Bengal, India,
17 February to 6 March 1992

DESMOND ALLEN, JOHN ANDERTON and KRYS
KAZMIERCZAK

A visit, in 1992, g0 Buxa Tiger Reserve, in an ornithofogically rich area in north-east India, produced
atoral of 227 species, including two globally threatened and five near-threatened. Previcus significant
records are discussed, and a complete annotated species list is given.

The eastern Himalaya, stretching eastward from the Arun-Kosi valley of
Nepal, is an important area of regional endemism, and has been designated
by BirdLife International as Endemic Bird Area (EBA) DO8. The larger
eastern part of this EBA lies within Arunachal Pradesh and Myanmar and
is not open for unrestricted scientific exploration. The more accessible
areas, for instance eastern Nepal, have suffered serious loss of lower
montane forest, resulting in the local extinction of many species (Inskipp
19896). It is a vast area and the distribution, status and movements of many
rare and/or threatened species remain little known.

West Bengal is the furthest east along the Himalaya that can be visited
with relative ease and so, following a period of three months studying birds
in Nepal, we looked for forested submontane/montane areas in this state.
The Singgalilla Hills, Darjecling district were too wet and cloudy in early
February so we moved down to Buxa Tiger Reserve in Jalpaiguri District,

BUXA TIGER RESERVE

Buxa Tiger Reserve lies in the north-east corner of West Bengal between
26°30°N and 26°48’N and between 89°25°E and 89°55’E, enclosing 759 -
km?, Iris bounded to the north by Bhutan, 1o the east by the river Sankaosh
and Assam, and to the west by the river Pana; the southern boundary follows
what remains of the forest. It is dissected by braids of rivers which rise to the
north and flow south (see Fig. 1). The altitude at the border of the reserve
reaches 2,000 m, but the majority of the reserve lies at plains level, sloping
from ¢. 160 m at the base of the foothills to ¢. 60 m towards Alipurduar. The
forest is largely Sal Shorea robusta, with many huge emergents. It is divided
into blocks, some of which appear to be almost virgin, though there are many
teak plantations and also village settlements. The surrounding areas to the
south and west have mostly been cleared for cultivation or tea gardens. The
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Figure 1. Map of Buxa Tiger Reserve

Tiger Panthera rigris population of the reserve was estimated to be 25-30 at
thattime, but it is considered 1o be an essential corridor for Tigers and Asian
Elephants Elephas maximus moving between the forests of north-west
Assam and southern Bhutan (Rodgers and Panwar 1988),
Administratively the reserve has been under the jurisdiction of the Forest
Department since 1866, it has been part of Project Tiger since 1983, and has
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been managed by them since 1993, The area is divided into ‘ranges’ run by
Range Officers, who supervise Beatr Officers, who patrol subdivisions
known as ‘beats’. The headquarters are in Jalpaiguri.

We visited two ranges: Jainti and Buxa.

JAINTI RANGE

Jainti range is on the northern edge of the plains and extends south from the
edge of the Buxa duars or foothills, The headquarters are at the small
settlement of Jainti. Tigers were still present in this lowland forest area,
which is probably typical of the reserve, both in its habitats and its avifauna.
We surveyed a small part of this area on 17, 18 and 20 February.

BUXA RANGE

The northern edge of this range follows the Bhutanese border, enclosing
what perhaps may now be a unique habitat range in this part of India:
continuous forest from the plains to nearly 2,000 m at the border, and forest
cover probably continues at least to Tale La (4,066 m} in Bhutan, While
almost all of the north-eastern border of West Bengal runs along the bottom
of the foothills, here it penetrates well up to the Bhutanese plateau. From
the border ridge at 1,700-1,925 m the forest descends very steeply so there
are few large trees here, In places, owing to periodic landslips, some steep
slopes are dominated by bamboo. Continuing south, the topography
becomes gentler, and small settlements of hill farmers are encroaching,
usually where they are not visible from the main paths. Trees reach 20-25
m in places, buti most of the valley bottoms and ridges have been cleared for
agriculture or shifting cultivation, and many other areas of forest have had
the understorey removed to encourage pasture for grazing animals.

The main village of Buxa Hes in the centre of the range at 870 m, by the
ruins of a former British fort (Fig, 1), There are some small shops, a Forest
Rest House and other accommeodation. Itis reached by about 1 hours waik
from Santarabari {230 m), where the range HQ is located, and where the
road north from Jalpaiguri ends. The path is well used by locals and winds
up through the scarp to the border at the Sinchu Pass and the Bhutanese
village of Sinchula beyond. This path was particularly good for birds, with
many interesting species being recorded between the viewpoint (1,500 m)
and the pass (1,900 m).

We surveyed the area as a team on 19, 21-25 February and D.A. stayed
until 6 March.
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ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF THE AREA

There is little previously published information for the area, but Inglis et al.
(1920} summarized the vertebrates recorded in Jalpaiguri District, and
mentioned the Buxa Duars frequently. Inglis (1952-1969) provided details
of a few extra species from the Buxa area. Stevens (1923-1925) visited
Bhotan Ghat on the Raidak river in January 1922 and noted a number of
species, There is a printed list of the *Avifauna - Buxa Tiger Reserve’ (Anon.
undated), comprising 213 species, which we were kindly given by the Jaint
Beat Officer. We found many apparently previously unrecorded species -
mostly from the higher elevations. In nine days we recorded nearly 200
species of birds, and the final total was 227, of which 130 do not appear on
the reserve list, and 50 of these latter species are not mentioned by Inglis ez
al. (1920), Stevens (1923-1925) or Inglis (1952-59). Seven additional
species were recorded by R. Singh (pers. comm.), one by Law {1953) and
one by Sanval (1995) giving a total of 359 species for the area (Appendix).
Species listed by Inglis et al. (1920) for Jalpaiguri District are included in the
Appendix with indications of status where these were given,

SELECTED SPECIES OF INTEREST

Threat categories are from Collar ef al. (1994).

CHESTNUT-BREASTED PARTRIDGE Arborophila mandellii (VU) A group of
partridges seen briefly on four occasions near the viewpoint, appeared to
show a white crescent on the breast and were probably referrable to this
species. Inglis ez al. (1920) noted that ‘specimens have been obtained in the
Bhutan duars in April, probably in this district, though we have been unable
to get it,’

Rurous-NECKED HORNBILL Aceros nipalensis (VU) One pair was seen above
the fort at ¢. 1,000 m. Inglis ez al. (1920) record a specimen which had been
purchased live at Buxa by Mr J. R, Phillips in 1918, Tt was listed by Anon.
(undated).

Beautrur NUuTHATCH Stita formoesa (VU) Two (- four) birds were seen near
the ridge at 1,400 m, feeding 3-6 m from the ground on large trees (15+ m),
and loosely associated with White-browed Scimitar Babblers, Lesser
Yellownapes and Lesser Racket-tailed Drongos. A soft contact cail: “whuck’
or ‘whit’ was noted.

LONG-BILLED WREN BABBLER Rimator malacoptitus (LR nt) A pair was seen
arc. 1,500 m (J.A.). Inglis et al. (1920) noted that ‘O’Donel met with a pair
at about 4000 ft.., and Inglis {1952-1969) added that this was ‘above Baksa
Duar.”
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B1ACK-HEADED SHRIKE BABBLER Preruthius rufiventer (LR: nt) Small numbers
were seen regularly, usually with mixed babbler flocks.
YELLOW-THROATED FULVETTA Alcippe cinerea (LR: nt) A small party was seen
once at c. 1,500 m (J.AL).

WHITE-NAPED YUHINA Yuhina bakeri (LR: nt) Small flocks of 6-12 were seen
regularly at 1,500-1,600 m. The call was a titter with a final jeer.
(GREATER RUFOUS-HEADED PaRROTRILL Paradoxornis ruficeps {(LR: nt) Flocks
of 30+ were seen regularly in bamboo at 800-1,200 m, usually in association
with Coral-billed Scimitar-Babblers. Inglis (1952-1969) recorded a small
party at Buxa on 3 December 1918.

PREVIOUS SIGNIFICANT RECORDS

Swamp TRaNCOLIN Francolinus gutaris (VU) Inglis et al. (1920) noted thatit
was ‘getting scarce as suitable localities decrease’ in Jalpaiguri district, but
Anon. (undated) listed it as still occurring in Buxa.

Marnrror Busa QualL Perdicula manipurensis (WVU) “The type specimens
were procured in Goalpara. Primrose has seen this bird not far from the
Torsa, and Shebbeare also believes he has scen it. There is a ragged skin in
the British Museum said to have been got in the Bhutan Duars. This is
evidently the bird mentioned by Thornhill as shot by him at Alipurduar’
(Inglis et al. 1920).

SroT-BELLIED BaaLE Owr Bubo nipalensis (LR: nt) Inglis er al. (1920) stated
<...not often seen.” Listed by Anon. {(undated).

BencaL FLoricaxn Houbaropsis bengalensis (EN) Inglis et al. (1920) noted
that ‘this fine bird is steadily decreasing owing to the indiscriminate
shooting of hens and the increasing acreage under tea’. Anon. (undated)
listed it as probably extinct in Buxa Tiger Reserve.

LesseEr FLORICAN Sypheotides indica (CR) ‘Decidedly uncommon. Two were
shot at Neora Nuddy tea garden not very far from Baradighi. O’Donel has
recorded them from Hasimara, He has only seen them in April, May and
June® (Inglis et al. 1920).

BracE-NECKED CRANE Grus nigricollis (VU) One seen on 2 December 1992
(Sanyal 1995).

WooD Snre Gallinago nemovicola (VU) Inglis er al. (1920) noted that it was
avery irregular winter visitor but was ‘commoner before so much jungle was
cleared for tea’.

WirTE-BELLIED HERON Ardea insignis (EN) Not specifically recorded from
Buxa, but Inglis ez al. (1920) noted that it was ‘Uncommon and keeping to
the larger rivers and those running through the forest. O’Donel remarks that
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it disappears from the plains during the rains and thart it generally feeds at
dusk, but also occasionally does so at midday’.

SPOT-WINGED STARLING Saroglossa spiloptera (LR: nt) Inglis et al. (1920)
found it to be ‘very common along the base of the hills, occasionally
descending to the plains.’

JERDON’s BABBLER Chrysomma altivostre (VU) Inglis er al. (1920) noted that
it was ‘recorded from Bhutan and Buxa duars’, but it was not recorded by
O’Donel or Inglis (1952-1969).

Fnae’s WEAVER Ploceus megarhynchus (VU) O’Donel (1916) found a breeding
colony at Hasimara (west of Buxa on the river Torsa) in June 1912, Inglis
et al. (1920) noted that O’Donel ‘never got the birds again’, but Inglis
(1952-1969) secured specimens from the same locality on 15 February
1927. Anon. {undared) listed it as occurring in Buxa Tiger Reserve.

THREATS TO THE AREA

The Buxa range is an area noted for daceits, and we were warned to be
careful away from the main village. Unofficial settlement within the park is
illegal, but enforcement of regulations is difficult. Encroachment by local
people is carefully concealed from most vantage points so the forest appears
continuous. The reserve is under considerable pressure, with a human
population of ¢. 200,000 and about 12,500 livestock. There are plans for a
large multi-purpose dam on the Sankosh river.

We would like to thank the Range Officer of Buxa Range, Mr 5. K. Barai, and the Range Officer and
Beat Officers of Jainti Range for their co-operation and enthusiasm during our visit. We would also
like to thank Mike Crosby and Tim Inskipp for their help and suggestions with the manuscript.
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APPENDIX

SYSTEMATIC LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED IN BUXA.

TIGER RESERVE
This servey Anen,
{undated)
and others
Jainii and Buxa Buxa
Grev Francoun Francolinus pendicerianus A
Brack Francom Francelinus francolinas A
Swanr Francotw francoltings gutaris {VU) A
Common QuaiL Coturnix coturnix A
Ram Quaw Cofurnix caromandelica A
BLuc-preasted QuaiL Coturnix chinensis
Manipur Busi Quai Perdictila manipurensis (VU)
Rurous-THroATED ParTrinee Arborophifa rufogularis A
CresnuT-sneasteo Partrioee Arborophita mandellii (V1) 82
Hmaavan MonaL Lophophorus impejanus R, Buxa-Sinchula
Rep JuneLerowl Gallus galfus JB A
Kauw Preasant Lophura leticomelanos
Grey Peacock Preasant Polyplectron bicalcaratum St
Buue Peacowt, Pavo orislatus 8 A
Furvous Whastune Duck Dendrocygna bicolor R
Lesser Weistoing Duck Dendracygna javanica A
Gneviac Goose Anser anser R
Ban-neapen Goose Anser indicus
Rupoy Suewouck Tadorna ferruginea
White-winsen Duck Gairina scutwiata (EN)
Cotron Pyemy-Goose Nelfapus coromandelianus A
GaowalL Anas strepera
Faicaten Duck Anas fafcata a
Euassial Wiseow Anas penelope
Mauare Anas platyriiynchos
Nortiery Prirae. Anas acuta A
GanrcAkeY Anas querguedulia
NortHErN SHovecer Aras clypsaia
Comnon TeaL Anas crecca A
Reo-cnesTep Pocarn Bfiodonessa rufing
Gomwan Pocsaro Aythya ferina A
Fearuemous Pockarp Aythya syroca (VU)
Turren Duck Aythya fuligula A
Swmew Mergellus aibelius
Comnon Mencansen Mergus merganser A
Yewow-Leaeen Buttonauaw, Turnix tanki
Barreo Burronouss Termix suscitaior A
Eunasiwa Wryneck Jynx torquitla | (Rajabhatkhawa)
Seecrien Piconer Plowmnus innominatus B A

Whire-Browep PicuLer Sasia cchracea

Grev-capPen Pramy Woonrseken Dendrocopos canicapiiius JB
Fuevous-BREASTED Woonrecker Dendrocapos macei

Crimtson-BReasTED Woonreeker Dendrocopos cathpharius B 1500m

§, {Rajabhatkhawa)
St,l

A

Ingkls 81 al. {1820}

Jalpaiguri district
X

U .
Decreasing

X

X

x

x
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A, Bhutan Cuars
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Neora river (possible)
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DarseeLins Woooeecken Dendrocopos darjellensis
Aurous Wooeareoker Celeus Brachyurus

|.esser YerLownaPE Pigus chilorolophus

GREATER YELLOWNAPE Picus flavinucha
STREAK-THROATED Wonrpecker Pious xanthopygaeus
GREV-HEADED WOODPEGKER PiCis canus
Huavuavan FLamesack Dinopicm shorii
Buack-rumpEs FLamEpack Dincpiun: benghalense
Gaenren FLameBack Chrysocolaptes iucidus

Bavr Wooorecker Blythipicus pyrriolis

Gaeat Banser Megalaima virens

! mearen Banser Megalaima linsata
Gowoen-THnoaTes Barser Megalaima franklinii
Buus-tHROATED Baneer Megalaima asfatica
Beue-enneD Bareer Megalaima ausiratls
CorperswiTH Barper Megalaima haemacephala
Inois Grey HorseL Ocyoeres blrostris
Onenrae Preo Horgiee Antfiracoceras albirostris
Great HonwesL Buceros bicornis

Rurous-teckep Hornaie Aceros nipafensis (Vi)
Waeamieo Hoawer Aceros undulatis

Eurasin Hooroe Upupa epops

Aeo-neanen Troson Harpactes erythrocephalus
Iuman RoLLEr Coraclas benghaiensis
Dowearsire Eorystomus origntalis

Common Kinersten Alceda afthis

BLue-earen Kinensuzn Alcedo meninting
Onientas Dwarr Kiverisuer Cayix erithacts
Stork-BULED KINGrisHEr Halcyon capensis
WHITE-THROATED Kmarsrer Haloyon sniyrnensis
CaesTep Kinerisnen Megaceryle lugubris

Pien Kinarsken Geryle rudis

Buus-gearDep Bee-eater Myotyornis athertoni
Gazen Bee-eater Merops orientalis

BLue-Taien Bee-eaTer Merops philippinus
CHESTHUT-HEADED Bee-enten Merops feschienaulti
Pien Guckoo Clamator jacobinus
CuesmiuT-wivsen Cuckoo Clamator coromandus
Luges Hawk Guekoo Higrocoooys: sparverioides
Camuon Hawk Guckoo Hierococoyx varius
Hooason's Hawi Sucken Hlerococeyx fugax
Inowan Cuckoo Cucuius micropteris

Common Guckeo SHctiis canoris

Orientat Guexoo Cuctifus salturatus

Lesser Guckoo Cueilus polivesphalus

Banpen Bav Cuckoo Gacomantis sonneratii
GRev-seLLiep Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus
Puanmive Guckeo Gacomantis merulinus

Asian Exsenacn Suckoo Chrysococeyx maculattis
Dronee Guckoo Surmiculus tugubiis

Asian Kotr Fedypamys scojopaced
Gresw-pieo MaLkona Phaenicophaeus trists

B
J
Tals suzvey

Jainti and Buxa
JB
B

J8
JB
JB
JB
JB
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Angn.
{undated)
and others
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Baown Fisn Oww Ketupa zeyfonensis c : a .
Cotraren Ouwaer G,'au;dfur‘: brodiei ] i} I LiriLe Rinaep PLoven Sharadrius dubius X
) X
Asian Barrep Owier Glaueidium cucuicides JB X : Kenmisn Proven Charadrius a.'exaﬂ@rfnus ] . .
Junsie OwLer Glaveidiem radiatum B A o | River LAFWWL Vane.'.'t.l'f du;;auc:e ;, , .
Seorren Oweer Athene brama A [H | Reo-wartiep Larwine Yanelius indicus
Brown Hawi Owe Mnox scetiufala d c I Sune PRATIHCOLE Glarsoia lactea E Sanosh
i , Bankos!
Grey Nienrusn Caprimulgus indicus St ! Inpian SKMMER Hynchops.an‘brco.'lis (Vi) . .
Lance-Taneo NigHrian Caprimulgus macrurus B A H i River Tern Sterna aura.nrfa  Sankosh
Savannan Nishtaas Caprimulgus affinls U, Bhutan duars | [ému Tern S!_erzma ;!Jlfmns tsaud () .
i ] LACK-BELLIED TERN Sterna act
Rock Pigeon Columiba livia o A X | ks T e o U
Astv Woon Piceon Columba pulehricotlis B 1200m A R z B . . . Lt X
Ontenta Turtte Dove Sireptopella orientails J St 4 } Jerpen's Bn'zqa J.!ster:‘a ,le;dz;n.'( s ni} N ;
Seatrep Dove Streptopstia chifnensls JB 4 H Buack Baza Aviceda leuphotes
i i C
Rep Cowiaren Dove Streptopelia tranquiebarica H \ GRENTAL Honzv-suzzmauE fem.'s p(n‘o:'rfwneus X i
Eunastan Gotareo Dove Streptapelia decaceio A 4 : BLACK-SHOULDERED KnF lanus caerileds " . o
Banree Guckon Dove Macropygia unchall J A 4 Brack KlTEKM.'Iﬁ.'?m:‘ngSd v
Emeratp Dove Chalcophaps indica J A 4 Brauminy Kite Haliastur indus .
o ioh PaLLas's Fisn Eacle Halizeetus feucoryphus (YU)
Onanse-BreasTER Gaeen Piceon Treron blcineta A F ‘ o ahtiymatys fumie LR 1) )
Pompavour Geeen Pisson Treron pompadora F i Lesser Fise ;GLEE J';' A : s (LR 1) ;
- i Grev-neapen Fise EAGLE Johthvaetus ichinyaeits (LR:
Thick-giLLEe GREEw Pieeoh Treron curwmst:ra F et (s pongaonels LA ) . o
Yewow-Footen Green Piceon Treron phoenicopiera A St c HITE-R e \ .
Pig-aeen Green Piceon Treron apicauda J A [ Long-siiLen Youtupe Gyps .lndfCUS( R nt} o
Wenge-TaiLep Green Pieeon Treron sphenura JB A [+ Himavayan \[;‘mrmw gyps I{:malay;:;zs R v
Green IMPERiAL PicEon Ducuia aenea JB A C Cuwereous VULTURE AeQYoiis mo :
: c
MounTain lwperIaL Piseon Dietia biadia J C, Buxa ReD-HEABED VULTHRE Sarco.gyps‘ calvus (LR nt) " .
Bensar FLorican Houbaropsis bengalensis (EN) A Decreasing I Gnesten Seareny EAGLE Sp.'.farms chee.'.a 0
Lessen FLoncan Sypheotides indica {GR) 1] : Eusasian MAHGSH Harmier Gircus deruginosus .
- igricaii: | Hen Harmien Circus cyangys
Buack-nEckep Grane Grué n.'grm.afﬂs (.\.'U) Sa L : e it oo (L3 o .
Suarv-Leacen Crave Raffing eurizonoides F i aeL1D Hanm :
|
|
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Piep Hirries Clreus mefanolaucas
CresTes Gosnawk Accipiter trivirgatus

Swirna Accipiter badius

Besma Accipifer virgatus

Eunasian Searrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Gommon Buzzann Buteo buleo

Buack Ensee fctinaetus malavensis

Stepee Encie Aguils mipalensis

Booteo Ereee Higraaeltus penratus
Rurous-seLuien Easte Hieraaetus kignerii
Criangeaple Hawk Ersie Spizaefus clirhatus
Mourtain Hawk ErsLe Spizaetus nipalensis
Gottanen Fatconer Microfiierax cagrolescens
Common KestreL Fafeo linnuncufus
Reo-uzckes Faicon Falco chicguera (LR: at)
Qnignras Hosoy Falco severs

Peasorine FaLcon Falco peregrinus

Litrie Greee Tachybaptus ruficollis

DarTen Anhinga mefanogaster {LR: nt)
LirrLe CoRmORANT Phalacrocorax miger
GREAT GORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
WHITE-BELLIED HERON Ardaa insignis (EN)
Puneie Heron Ardea purpirrea

GreaT Ecrer Casmeradius afbus
InTERMEDIATE EcAET Mesophoyx intermedia
Catmie Ecrer Bubuicus ibis

Iupian Ponn Heron Ardaola grayii

Lirree Herow Butaridas striatus
Buack-crownen Niavt Heron Nycticorax nyeticorax
Cinnamon Brrrern fxobryehius cinnamomeus
Great Brrrenn Botaurus steffaris

JB
This survey

Jainti and Buxa
B

Davwamian/Grear WHiTe Pecican Pelecanus crispusfonoerotalus

Buack Stork Ciconia nigra

WoetLy-neckep STork Ciconia episcepus
Brack-necken STork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
Lesses Ansuranr Leptoptilos favanivus (VU)
Grearer Avdutant Leploptilos dubius {EN)
Brue-uapeo Porra Pitta nipafensis (LR: at}
Hoooen Pvra Pitta sordida

tnotan Prrra Pifta brachyura

Siver-reasTen Baoapm Serifopfius lunatus
Long-taiLen Broansiee Psarisomus dathodsiae
Astan Fary BLussino Mrena puella
Gotpen-FronTeD Learaire Chioropsis aurifrons
Orange-setiED Learsiae Chioropsis hardwickii
Rurous-Taren Sunie Lanius isabelfinus
Brown SHANE Lanius cristatus

Bav-sacken SHRIKE Lanius vittatus

Lows-tawen Surwme Lanius schach

Grev-sacken SHRme Lanius tephronotus
Gommon Green Magrie Cissa chinensis

Rurous Treeeie Dendrocitta vagabunda

A

Anon.
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Grer Trespie Dendrocitta formosae
House Grow Corvus splendens

Lanse-grLen Caow Corvis macrorfiynehlos
Ashv WoonswaLLow Arlames fuscus

Eunasia Gotoen Oriowe Oriolius oriolis
Stexper-siien Orioe Oriolus tanuiroskris
Buack-toopen Oriete Orfolus xanthornus

Masoon Ontote Qriolus traiiiii

Laree CUckoosHRIKE Coracing macel

Brack-winceD Cut Coracina melaschistos
BLack-HeaneD CuckonsHane Coracing mefanoptera
Rosy MIvET Pericrocaius roseus

Swarl Minwer Pericrocolus cinfamomeus
Grey-cHINKED MiniveT Pericrocolus sofaris
Long-raiep Mmiver Pericrocotus ethologus
Sxont-aiLLEn Minwer Perferocotus brevirostris
Searcetr Mimver Pericrocotus flammeus
Bar-winsep FLYGATCHER-SHRIKE Hemipus picatus
YetLow-eLLien FANTAL Rhipidura hypoxantha
WhiTe-THROATED FanTai Akipidura afbicotlis
WinTe-8RowED FAnTAIL RApidura aureola

Brack Drongo Dicrurus macrocercys

Asy Drongo Dicrisits letscophasus

Wrire-seLLiep Daongo Dicrurus caerulescens
Crow-siLieo Daowen Dicriirus annectans

Baonzen Dronso Dicriirus aeneus

Lesser Racker-raien Drongo Dicrurus remifer
Seanseen Droneo Dicriris hottentotius

GREATER Racker-Taco Dronse Dicrurus paradiseus
Buack-uapep Mowasch Hypolfiymis azirea

Asian PARapise-rLvcatonen Terpsiphone paradisi
Comuton lora Aegithina tiphia

Lanae Wocosurike Tephrodornis gelaris

Conmmion Wososnrike Tephradornls pondicerianus
Broww Dieper Dinclis pallasi!

Brug-caepep Rock TrrusH Monticola cinclorfiyrcfius
Crestaur-secuen Rock TrRust Moniicola rufiveniis
Buue Rocx TemusH Monticola sofitarius

Buue Whistuing THrusH Myophenus caervleus
Pep TrausH Zoathera ward¥ (LR: nt)
Onanee-Heanen TrRusH Zoothsra oftring
Pam-aacken Turusk Zoothera moffissima
Lona-Tarep Trausu Zocthera dixoni

Scacy Trnus Zoothera datima

Log-st.Len TrrusH Zookiera montlcola (LR nty
Dark-si0ep THausH Zoothera marginata
WHITE-coLLAReD Buackeinn Turdus aibocinctus
GRev-wingen BLackairo Turdus boulbool
Darx-ThroATED THAUSK Turdis rulicofis
Danrk-simen FLecaTouer Muscicapa sibirica

Asin Brown FLycatoner Muscicapa dauirica
Searv-pacren FLvoatchzs Foedula hodgsonif
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Rurous-soreeTen Fuyoatcher Ficedtla strophiata
Rep-rhaoates Fuveatchen Ficedila parva

WHIE-soreETeD Fuveatouen Ficedula monileger
Suow-proweD FLYCATCHER Ficadufa fryperythra
Lirmee Pieo Fuvcatcuer Foedula westermanii
Saryr-pue Fuvcaterer Foedula tricolor
Sarprire FLyoaToHER Ficedula sapphira
VeRDireR FLYcaTcHER Evmyias thalassing

Lanee Nivava Niftava grandis

SwaL Novava Niltava macgrigoriae
Rurous-seLtien Niviava Milfava sundara
Pace-chinuen Fuvearcuer Cyornis pofiogenys
P Buoe Fuycatchsr Cyarnis unicolor
BLue-THRGATED Fuveatcker Cyornis rubeculoides
Pvamr BLue Fuveatcugr Muscicapefia hodgsoni
Grev-uerpeR Catany Fyoatcner Culicicapa ceylonensis
Siseran Rueviiroat Luscinia cafliope
WHIE-TAILED RuevThRoaT Luscinia pectoralis
BuuetHroAT L Uscinia svecica

Oaanse-rLanken Busk Rosiu Tarsiger cyanurtrs
Gotoen Busy Roaw Tarsiger chrysaeus
Orientas Maspie Rosi Sopsychus saufaris
Whime-sumpen Snama Copsychis malabaricus
Buack Reostast Phognicurtis ochruros
Heosson's Repstaat Phoenicurus hadgsoni
Daunian Repstart Phioenictirus aturorais
Btug-FronTED Repstart Ploenicurus fronialis

WhHiTe-capreD Warer Renstart Chajmarrortis lettcocephialis

PLunBECls Waten Reostaar Rityacomis fullginosts
Whime-seLt kb ReostarT Hodgsamius phaenicuroides
Wuire-raieo Ropm Myfomela letctira

Lirrie Forsai Emicarus scouleri

BLack-ACKED FoskTalL Enfcuris immactiatus
S1aTv-BACKED FoRiTaw Enfctirus schistaceus
WHITE-GROWNED FerkTal. Eicurus faschenauiti
Seotren ForgTaiL. Enfcurus maculatiis

Hooeson's Buskonar Saxicola insignis (WU}
Conon STokecHaT Saxicola torguaia

WHITE-TALED STONECHAT Saxicola levcura

Pien BushcHat Saxicola capraia

Grey BushcHat Saxicola ferrea

SporT-winGeD STarLING Sarogiossa spifoptera (LA f)
CHESTNUT-TARED STARUNG Stavitus malabaricus
Gommon STaRtiwe Sturnus valgaris

Astan PiED SanLine Sternus contra

Gomnon Mvua Acridotheres tristis

Bawk Myna Acridotheres ginginianus

Junaie Mywa Acridotfieres fuscus

Huw Mywa Gracela religiosa

CresThuT-BELLIED NuThaTeH Sitfa castanea
Whire-Taiep Nutharek Sifta himalayensis
VeLver-rRoaren NuThate Sitta frontalis
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Beaumrul NUTHATEH Sitta formosa (VU)
Waucreerer Tichodroma muraria

Brown-THROATED TREECREEPER Certhia discolor
Fire-caspen Tir Cephalopyrus flammiceps
Grear Tir Parws major

Gaeen-asckep TiT Parus monticolus
YevLow-oHEekeD TIT Parus spifonotis

Suwran Tir Mefanochiora suftanea
Bunek-THRoaTen TiT Asgithalos concinnts

Sanp Mariv Riparia riparia

Pram ManTie Riparia paludicola

Bask Swaviow Hirundo rustica

Wine-TaILED Swartow Hirundo smitfiif
Ren-Rumeen Swartow Hirundo daurica

Asian House Martay Defichon dasypus

Nepav House Maanin Dafichon nipalensis
StrwTes BuLew Pycronctus striatus
Buack-creseD Bowaut, Pycnonotus melaniclerus
Reo-witskenco Buvsul Pyenonolus jocosus
HuaaLavan Bursw, Pycnonotus levcogenys
Rec-venren Busa Pyenonotus cafer
Whie-turoates Buisw Alephoixus flaveelus
Astv BursuL Hemixos flavala

Mountaiv Butsul Hypsipetes mocleliandii
Buack Buesus Hypsipates faucocephalus
Buisar-sernen CisticoLs Gisticola exilis
Grey-crownep PaiNta Prinia cinereocapifia (LR; nt)
Rurescent Pama Prinia rufescens
GRev-aRensTED Prin Prinia hodgsenii

Junsie Priia Prinfa sylvatica

Yewow-se0ien Pri Prinia faviventris

Asny Priwa Prinia socialis

Peaw Priaa Prinia inornata

OnrientaL Waite-eve Zosterops palpebrosus
GreesTauT-eapen Tealn To8/a castaneccoronafa
Grev-seven Tesla Tasiz oyaniverier
Pate-Fonten Bus WaneLer Ceitia paflidipes
Brownish-rLANKED Bush Warster Geltia fortipes
Grev-smen Busd WaneLEr Settia brunnifrons
Sporren Busa WansLen Bradyplerus thoracicus
Crinese Buse Wanaten Bradyplerus facsanowskius
Brown Busn WassLen Bradyplerus liteoventris
Grasshoprer Warater Locustelia naevia
Burw's Reeo Wanien Aorocephalus dumetorin
Trick-pirep WansLen Acrocephalus aedon
Mountam Tarorsire Orthotomus cucufalus
Cemmon TaLorairy Orihotomus sutorius
Danx-neckeD Taitorsae Orifickomus atrogularis
Commaon Crarroiars Phvifoscopus collybita
Dusky Wansien Phyfloscopus fuscatus

Smoxy WansLen Phylloscopus fuligiventer
Burr-aannen WansLer Fhylfoseopus pulcher
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Asitr-THrRoATER WarnLer Phyfioscopus macufipennis B 1600m | (Buxa)
| enson-rumeen Wassler Phiyiioscopus chicronotus JB 870m 5t

This servey Ancn, Ingkis et al. (1920)

{undated)
and others

Jainki and Buxa Buxa Jalpaiguri distrlgl
YeLLow-arowes Wansier Phyliescopus Inormatis B 6G0m St
GaeewsH WarsLer Phylloscopus trochifoides AlLSt X
Westery CRownED WaneLen Phylloscopus acoipitalis | (Rajabhatkhawa)
Eastern Crownen Waraten Phylloscopus coronatus B
Buym's Lear Waaeier Phvifoscopus regifoites JB St
YeLLow-ventes WansLen Phyloscopts cantator JB A X, Buxa
Goveen-spectaceen WansLer Sefcercis burkii JB ASt ¢
Grev-Hoooep WarbLer Seicercus xanthoschistos B 1 {Buxa)
Weiite-specTacken WaRBLER Sefeercus affinis B 1200m | {Rajabhatkhawa)
Grev-chzeken WaneLen Sgicercus poffogenys B 1300 + 1500m
CresthuT-crownen Wanster Seicarcus castaniceps B &70m St
Buack-racen WaneLer Abroscopus schisticeps 8 1500m
Stainten Grasseiro Megalurus palustris %, Buxa
Rurous-rumpen Grassairo Graminicela bengalensis U
Werite-caesten LausHingTHRUsy Garriax leucolophus 8 A G
Lesser Neckuacen LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garriifax moniteger B A F
Grearen Neckiacen LaverinaTirus Garrilax pectoralis JB X
STRIATED LauehinaTHRuSH Garrulax striatus B F, Buxa
Rurous-wecken LauswingTHRUSH Garrulax ruficollis A c
Rurous-chivnep LaseHiecTausH Garriax rufoguiaris 2] Ab X, Buxa
Grev-sineo LaugiiNeTHAUSK Garrulax casrufatus B
Sraeakep LAvGHINGTHRUSH Garruiax fineatus B
Biue-winGeD LAUGHINGTHRUSH (AITINGX SqUaMALiLS 81200m
Buack-raced LAUsHINGTHRUSK Garrulax affinis 8 1900m
CrestauT-crownen LaUskiNGTHRUSK Garridax erythrocephalts 81200m
Rep-wingen Liocisea Liogiciia phoenlcea AADb ¥, Buxa
Assorr's Basaven Malacocinela abbotti J
Purr-THROATES BaseLer Pefforneum ruficeps B
RusTv-GHEEKER SciwiTar Basouen Pomatorhinus erythrogenys B A C, Buxa
WHITE-BROWED Scinaman BasaLen Pomatorhinus schisticeps B A G
STREAK-BREASTED SCIMITAR BaseLer Pomatorhinus ruficollis B
CoraL-biLLED Scivvan Bassien Pomatortiinus ferriginosus B
Lone-aitLen Wren Bassien Himater malacopfilus (LR: nt) B above 1560m R
ScaLy-rreasTED Waen BaseLer Pnoepyga alhiventer 8
Pyamy Wren BageLer Paoepyga pusifla 8 ASt G
Rurous-FrouTeD Baseier Stachyris rufifrons %, Bhutan duars
Rurous-carpen BassLer Stachyris ruficeps B G
Gowoen Basster Stachyrls chrysaea B 1100-15C0m G
GREv-THAROATED BaBBLER Stachyris nigriceps B ¥, Buxa
Stmipes TiT BaseLer Macronous guiaris J
CuestauT-caeren Bassier Timalla pifeala St c
Yersow-ven Baeeier Ghrysomma sinense G
Jerpon's Breater Chirysomma altirostre (V) Buxa duars
Staiates Baserer Turdoides earlei A F
Suenoen-siien Basseen Turdoides lenglrostris {LR: nt} G
Junisie Bansier Turdoides striatus A G
Suver-£aren Mesin Leiothrix argentauris JB
Cuna Cuhia nipalensis B ahave 1000m, fiocks of 5-15 seen early in period
Buack-neanep Sunme BaseLer Pleruifivs rufiventer B
Whure-arowen Snmike Bassier Pleruthius flaviscapis B R
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BLAGK-EARED SHRike BagBLER Pleruthivs mefanotis
Whine-toooen BaseLer Gampsorhynehus rufulus

Ruswy-rronTen Barwing Actinedura egerteni
Honayv-Tureatee Baswing Actinodura pipalensis
Buue-wingeo Mwwa Minda cyanouropiera
CreSTHUT-TAILED Mk Mina sirigula

Reo-raten Mins Minda fgrofincta
Yewow-THreATED Furverta Alefppe cinersa (LR: at)
Rurous-TrroaTeD FuLverta Aicippe rufoguiaris (LR: nt)
Rurous-wineen FuLverTa Aloippe castaneceps
Mepae Furveria Aleippe nipalensis

Rurous-BaekeD Sinia Helerophasia annectans
Rurous Smia Heferophasia capistrata

Lons-Taeen S Helerophasia picacides
StawTep Yumina Yuhina castaniceps

WhiTE-napeD Yurana Yuhina bakeri

Wiiiskeren Yurna, Yuhing flavicollls
STRIPE-THROATER YuriNg YUhina guiaris
Rurous-venten Yuyma Yuhina occipitalis
Buack-grinneo Yurina Yuhina nigrimenta
Winte-seLUten Yunina Yething zantholauca
Garv-neanen Parnoteils, Paradoxarnis guiars

Buack-reasten PanroTeiL Paradoxormis flavirosirls (WVU)

This sarvey
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Greaer RuroUs-HEADED ParroTeiLL Paradoxornis ruficaps (LR: nt)

Rurous-wincen Lank Mirafra assamica

Satto Laak Calandrefia raytal

OrieNTaL Skveank Alauda gulguia

Yewow-venter Fuowenpecker Dicaetm chrysorrheum
Pavk-aiLLen FLowereECker Dicasum erythrorynchos
Pra Feowereecken Dicasum concolor
Fmg-gneasTen FLowenpecke Dicagum ignipectus
SeanieT-AckeD FLowenpecker Dicaeum cruentatum
Ruey-gHeeken Sunelrn Anthrepies singafensis
Puneie Sunaise Mecfarinia asiatica

Mes GouLn's Sunsire Aethepyga gouldize
Green-Taren Sunsian Asthopyga nipalensis
Buack-TuroaTeD Suneiap Aethopyga satirata
Crmsox Sunsiro Aethopyga siparaja

Fire-TaiLen Suneirp Aethopyga fgnicatuda

Limee Spineanunen Arachnothera fongirestra
SeaeD SrinErRHUNTER Arachnoifiera magna
House Srarrow Fasser domesticus

Russer Seaarow Passer rutilans

Eurastan TREE Searrow Passer montands

Ferest Wastai Dendronanthus indicus

Whas Waatan Moiacitla alba

Whire-erowes Wactal Motacilla maderaspatensis
Cirneme Wacran Motacilla citreola

Yereow WaaaiL Motacifla flava

Grev Waataw Molacillz cinerea

Ricnane's Pie Anthus richardi

Paoovaeeo Pip Antius rufulus
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Tawwy PiiT Anthus campestris
Buyt's Pierr Anthus godfewskii

Ouve-sacken Pier Anthus hodgsoni
Rurous-erReasTeD Accentor Prunella strophiata
Bava Weaver Placgus phifippinus

Finn's Weaven Plocens megarhynciins (VU)
Ren Avanavar Amandava amandava
Waire-nunpen Muma Lonchira striala
Scary-sreasTeD Muma Loachara punclulala
Buaex-eaoes Munia Lopchura malacca
Comson Rosermen Garpodacts eryihrinus
Seanver Fincy Haematospiza sipahi

Caesten Buwrme Melophus fathami

Lirree Buwmne Emberiza pusilia
YeLLow-reasTED BunTing £mbariza aurecia
Crestuur Buwting Enirberiza rutita

A = Anon. {undated)
L = Law (1953)
St = Stevens (1923-1925)

{C) = Critically endargsred
{LR: nt) = Low risk: Near-threaiened

C = comman
R = rarg

Thls survey

Jainli and Buxa
B
8

Ab = Abdigali (1968-)
S = R. Singh (pers. comm.}

{EN} = Endangered

f = fairly common
%= status n

A

Anon.
{undated}
and others
Buxa

A

A
A

= >0 E P

4
Inglis el al, (1920}

Jalpaiguri district
4

asimara

[ s Wikt M « S it I o B gl = v |

! = Inglis (1952-1959)
Sa = Sanval (1995)

(VU) = Yulnerable

U = uncemmon
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Some bird observations from central
Bhutan, May 1994

ROBERT TYMSTRA, SCOTT CONNOP, and CHADOTSHERING

Results of a survey in western and central Bhutan in May 1994 are presented. The survey focused on
subtropical and temperate zone areas in Jigme Dorji National Park and the buffer zone of Black
Mountain Natonal Park and yielded 252 species of birds, including first published records for
Bhutan of Common Coot Fulica atra, Russet Bush Warbler Bradyprerus seebofoni, and Forest Wagtail
Dendronanthus indicus,

An avifaunal survey in parts of western and central Bhutan was conducted
from 2 May to 26 May 1994. The project, designed to increase knowledge
of the birdlife of some of Bhutan’s less-studied areas, was sponsored by the
WWE Bhutan Programme. The ornithological survey team consisted of
Scott and Joanne Connop, Dr. Murray Gell-Mann, Marsha Southwicke,
Chado Tshering, and Robert Tymstra. In addition to documenting the
birdlife, several hours of bird song recordings were made for future use in
conservation and training in survey and recording techniques was provided
to Bhutanese biologists.

Our survey time was spent mainly in Jigme Dorji National Park and in the
buffer zone bordering the Black Mountains National Park, We found a total
of 252 species of birds, including several that were apparently new to the
country, or had only been documented once or twice before. We concentrated
our efforts on the subtropical and temperate broadleaf forests which Bhutan
has in abundance; these forests are a stronghold for several bird species
difficult to find elsewhere.

Qur expedition (see Figure 1 for locations) began in Thimphu (2400 m)
from where we drove east towards Tongsa (2,100 m), stopping along the
way at Dochhu La (3,215 m), Nobding (2,900 m), and Pele La (3,300 m).
From Tongsa, we made a daytrip east to Yutong La (3,400 m), then drove
south to Wangdinala (1,000 m) where we spent three days. We continued
with a week-long trek along the Mangde Chhu (river} to Nobji (1,300 m)
via Nimshong. We camped for three nights along a watercourse 5 km
upstream of Nobji before retracing our steps to Wangdinala and Tongsa.
We next camped for three days at Chendebji (2,400 m), then moved on to
Phobjikha from where we trekked to Khebetang (2,800 m) for a four day
stay. We travelled to Punakha via Pele La, then up the Mo Chhu for a three
day stay at Rimchu (1,350 m), trekking upstream to below Gasa (2,200 m)
via Damji before returning to Thimphu. The first trek followed a trail from
Nimshong to bevond Nobji and covered an elevational range of 900-1,500
m, with a low point of 700 m while crossing the Mangde Chhu. There was




